CHAPTER I

INSCRIPTIONS OF THE MAURYAS
A— Rocke Edicts of Asoka (¢. 273-32 B.C.)

No. 6—First Rock Edict: Girnar Version'

GrrxAr, Junigarh State, Kathiawid
Morrzew, Corp, Ins, Tndd , 1, p. 1 1.
Language: DIrakril
Script: DBrihmi

TEXT®
1 ga[] da-faat Rard () 3=
2 ﬁ(ﬁ)’zv'-{f%fm T w@lfafar] [i+] (37 7 &-
3 fr oftd schrmr(an) d()afzaA () [11]
4 3 g FAA(E) (1] ag® 7 @
b garafeg Tafa [ fi(fa)n fa(fa)azfa aar [11]
6 =mfie fr g wFam garsr arg-aar [qE
fi(fr)za fa(fa)agfaar =it [1+] g agaafeg?
xar fi(fa)7a fi(fa)wzfaar v =1gfeay a-

*L

1 Afoka's Kdicts have been discovered at Girnar (Jundgarh Stato,
Kithiawid), Kalsi (Deridun Dist., U. P. ) Dhauli (Puri Dist., Orissa), Jaugada
(Ganjam Dist., Orissa), Mansehri Hazara Dist., N. W. F. P.) Shiahbizgarhi
(Poshiawar Dist., N. W, F, P.) and Yerragudi (Karnul Dist., Madras Pres.)
A fragment containing a few words of R. E. VIII has been discovered at Sopara
(ancient ﬁrlxﬁ.raka) in the Thana Dist., Bombay Pres. Rock-Edicts IIT and
IV refer to tho king's 12th regal year, V to the 13th, VIIT to the 10th and
XIIS to the 8th year. According to Pillar Edict VI, Adoka hegan to issue res-
cripts on Dhamma in his 12th regnal year (counted from the date of his Abhisheka
inec. 269 B.C))

2 From the facsimile in Corp, Ins. Ind., 1.

3 The original looks like Agrafig



PLATE LV

Girnsr Rock Bdicts 1 & 1T{Lk, I, Nos. 67},

Cunrtesy s Areh, Surv, Ind. (Corp, Ins Iud y 1),



g TSON LAY AT Y LTI S0PLL O ABUATO
SN Ypug caug cdio ) cpaf caang Cyaly i fs24n0)

;.,....y Ty ﬁwm
xTWH wa

A VLD



FIRST ROCK-EDICT 17

9 gfr qi(m)u-ga-agai(@n)ft TRfTg qivarT [1%]

10 @ =% 977 = wa-fadt fafear ot o Ai(w)-

11 qr sk garem g A oR an [1x] @ fr

12 gay a q@ [1+] R ¥ i) AT agr 3 it [ux)

TEXT SANSKRITIZED

g wifafy: (=vwwigads dw: ) it (=3afh ) fegfe om
( =wm3¥a ) Afqar 1 g8 ( =mfagaamat TwaT=at ; 73T, W9 ARET T )
T #f St sy weiass: (=g sa@wey: ) T 9 gAn? (=Rew,
e ) T | ag% (=vg ) f& I cxafa gar Jmaif: Saget asr
afa wft Towan (=usfrm=¥aa ) wem agaan: EEitae el
a1 90 g ( =wgarmR ) Yawifire  fegfoa: on: wgfgad agh
Y- OF-qEERY Areg=a qurdry ( =sgsardq ) 13 aq (=g ) wg 97w &
wi-fafy: fafear a9: @3 smam: (=mfow ) Ty goaE—a w3l o
ga: (=g afQ@dt us: = 9g@:* ; 7gr, D fofed wn 7 gfam )1 @ =fy o
7% (=fae) 1 o 1Y @9 e g T FHragEE o

1 This injunction goes against the Vedic sanction of killing animals in sacri-
fices; cf, Manu, V, 22, 39 with Medhatithi's commentary.

2 Cf. Mba., T, 1438,3; 185, 29f; IV, 2, 7 ; 13, 151, ; cte.

8 Cf. the description of king Rantideva’s Mahdnasea where 2000 animals
and 2000 kine werc slain overy day, in Mbh., ITT. 207, 8-10; VII, 65, 16-18;
XII, 29, 1271.

4 Cf. ‘AW a1 wrrgle’ | gEugeRE fwran fa am ) @A
%23 qadt f’ . AEEdT = T gEURRETEd WA | Quoted from

Buddhaghosa's Commentary on the Bhayabherava-sutta of the Majjhimanikaya
in Barua, Afoka FEdicts in New Light, p. 88.
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