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No. 36—Sarnath Pillar-Edict

SarNATH, Benares Dist., U.P.

Boykr, Journ. As., X, x, p. 119 f ; Sexart, C. R., 1907, p. 25 ft;
VEnis, J. P. A. 8. B., 111, p. 1 ff ; Hurrzscn, Corp. Ins. Ind., 1,
p. 161f,

Language : Prakrit
Soript: Brahmi
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1 From the facsimilo in Corp. Ins. Ind., 1.

2 As has boen suggested Q1€ may bo the first two aksharas of the name

Tzfaga
3 Boyer restores ¥ qﬁa

4 This reading is due to Venis. Vogel and Scnart : fi1gfiy and Boyer:

Arafa
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1 The edict was addrossed primarily to the Mahamatras possibly of Pitali-
putra. It was made available to monks and nuns (bhikkhu-bhikkhuni), to lay
worshippers (updsaka-upasikd) and to officers and the people of the districts
(@hara) and sub-divisions (vishaya). According to some, samsalana is some
locality, office, or asscmbly hall.

2 1. e., goes for the uposatha-day service which is hold on the full-moon day,
the fourtoenth day of the dark fortnight and the eighth days of the bright and
dark fortnights. It is to the Buddhists a day of religious observance and abstin-
ence from sensual enjoyments, as the Sunday is to the Catholics, and lay worship-
pers on that occasion make vows to keep the ten Silas. On the two uposatha
days of the 14th and 15th, all monks assemble in the monastery and the Pati-
mokkha is read out section by section. Sce Childers, s, v. Uposatho.



