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No. 3—Eran Stone Pillar Inscription of
Samudragupta. (c. 330-76 A.D.)

Enu:, Sagar (Saugor) Dist., C. P.; now in the
Indian Museum, Calcutta,

Fireer, Corp. Ins, Ind,, I11,, p. 20; Boanparkar, List, No. 1639.
Language : Sanskrit.

Script : DBox-headed variety of Brahmi of the southern class®.
Metre: Verses 1-8 gg-afgwsr. The first six lines of the
record are broken away and lost. They contained probably
one verse and a half in the ggs=gfgwsr metre in which the

existing portion of the record is composed. Line 28 of the

record which is broken away contained the second half of
V. 8.

1 qrgeates ( =ararnies ¢ ) is possibly tho head of the superintondonts
of tho royal kitchen. WETIWSHIY® is possibly chief of the police with power of
judging criminal offences, QIfeyfaufg® is minister for peace and war.

FATUHATH scems to be an executive officer ( of. A, o provincial  governor, in
tho Nisik inscription) of the same status as the Kumira (the king’s younger
brother or son). Different designations may refer to different offices held at the
samo time or in different periods.

2 The box-headed (square-headed) tops (matrd or serif) of aksharas are formed
by sinking four short strokes in the shapo of a square. On stone the block in
the centre of the squaro is usually taken out; but on copper it is usually not. In
another variety the tops of aksharas are nail-headed or trangular with tho
apex of the triange downwards. It is sometimes :called the Central Indian
script; but it has been found outside that ares, e.g.,in the Kadamba records
of the Kanarese country.
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1 From the facsimile in Corp. Ins. Ind., 11I. The record may actually have
been earlier than supra, No. 2. 2 is written below the line.

3 The ndmaikadesa AT stands for FGAT; cf. GHAATHAT gafg and gpTrar
AR cited in the Mahabhashya. 4 Read oqyse,
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No. 4—Nalanda Spurious* Copper-plate Inscription
of Samudragupta—Year s.

NALANDA (Bargaon), Patna Dist., Bihar,

H. Sastri, Arch. Surv. Ind., A, R., 192728, p. 138; D. R.
BuaNDARKAR, List, No. 2075. A. Gmosu, Ep. Ind., XXV, p.
52f; D. C. Sircar, bid, XXVI.

Language : Sanskrit,

Script: DBrihmi of the Northern class of about the 5th cen-
tury A. D; but some aksharas have later forms.

1 Airikina is the same as mod. Eran. 2 Read omo .
8 The rest of the record is lost. Lines 1-24 engrave one pdda each of the

verse, with the exception of 1. 9; 11, 24ff. ongrave two pdadas each.

4 The record is certainly spurious. It was forged sometime about tho 6th-7th
contury. The authenticity of this grant of Gupta year 6 would indicate a
rather unusually long reign-period for three generations, viz., Samudragupta,
Chandra Gupta II and Kumara Gupta I. The Asvamedha is not referred to
in the elaborate Allahébid ins.; it could hardly have been celebrated before the
6th year of Samudragupta’s reign or of the Gupta era. The indiscriminate
use of v and b cannot be an early characteristic (see infra, p. 265, n. 6).
Samudragupta never assumed the title Paramabhdgavata which was however
the title assumed by his successors. The application of this title in the
Nilandd and Gaya plates proves that they were forged by persons whose model
was & record of a successor of this Gupta king (cf. also the words



