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Definition : |
Now what is race*? Haldane in his celebrated work "What is race" published b,

UNESCO writes (race) is a group which shares in comrpon 4 certain set of ipna
physical characters and geographical origin within a Cemfm arca In this way, a rac
lives in a definite geographical area and has some definite innate characteristics The
nature of race, as defined by eminent scholars, is as follows. According to A W Gree:

"A race is a large biological, human grouping, with a number of distinctive inheritet
characteristics which vary within a certain range while Krober states.

"A race is a biologically inherited group possessing a distinctive combination |
physical traits that tend to breed true from generation to gencration.” In the wor
of Hoepel, "In a race one finds some common traits which continue through mal
generations and they vary very little, just as all Negores are dark-skinned. Accordir
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linguistic gro UPS, religious groups, geographical groups, cultural groups, .
These gro UPps, etc., are all entirely unconnected with and unrelated to race. i 5
Ups do not give indication of any race. ' c 5 '
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in ph sionls can be made between different races on the basis of differences wa 2
ysical characteristics but not on the basis of cultural characteristics. cw% (

The diff :
due bor lflzrences found to exist between the physical characteristics of men are ‘,
o oth to heredity and to environment. Differences in heredity arise due @
€ processes known as mutation and in-breeding. C §
gome races make claims of purity but this is not true. Today pure races cannot
¢ found anywhere in the world. The process of mixing of races originated (s
long back.
Human races can be classifed but these classifications are based solely on €= |
physical traits. They have no relation of any kind with mental or intellectual g

superiority or inferiority. :
. | | | -

The inner capacity for the development of mind and culture s found equally

in every race. Hence distinctions between races cannot be based on cultural ¢,

differences or levels of intelligence. Intelligent people are to be found in all |

e

races.
It is possible that in one nation the degree of racial difference may be greater

while in another nation it may be of a greater or a lesser degree. |

Evidence in support of the fact that the race has no important effect in the
social and cultural differences between various human groups has been found =

in historical and sociological studies. By no stretch of imagination can one
tween changes in racial forms and social changes. &

p—

L

conceive of any relation be
m the biological viewpoint, mixing of races is deleterious, 1s an

That fro .
essentially incorrect and invalid belief.

- <
§ omee

e
v



- 4w A v

‘
266 A Text Book ot Social
260 e B & Cuhur?l Geography
On the basis of these conclusions, we can say that race i |

S : ‘
people who are born of common ancestors, possesses sj - group of Inlermarrying

we feeling'. fitiee Physically traits ang a

Lamark said, "Divisions are only artificial names: for, in t
neither classes nor orders, neither families, nor s,hort; nmth o has formed
emphasizes the difference between natural and antificia) d{\;isio() r' Spe'ClCS". S Al
that racial div.isions are for the most part artificial, for (e ety - ecilly dear
differ widely in the matter. For'instance, Cuvier and QuatrefgreateSt P nropologist
racial divisions among mankind at three. Linnaeus and Huxleagfis' p_m ﬂ']e nmber of
races, while Blumenbach 5, Agassiz 8, Topinard 18, Haddonsll D e

23 and Taylor 7. Even when two anthropologists agree as to 3, Deniker 17, Hooton

. i the act
disagree as to division. As a matter of fact, one might just as well :saslmrglerntger, t:cy
at there

were 1000 races; every individual, indeed, forms a race of a mixture of
between races there exists innumerable transitions SRS, Eyen

Pure Race

There is no evidence for the existence of so-called 'pure’ races. Skeletal ‘
provide the basis for our limited knowledge about earlier races. In regar.d to race ,rs-mams
the evidence points to the fact that human hybridization has been going on for an indl;ure’
but considerable time. Indeed one of the processes of race formation and race extin::-lte
or absorption is by means of hybridization between races. As there is no reliable evide:xocrl
that disadvantageous effects are produced thereby, no biological justification exists f(;
prohibiting inter-marriage between persons of different races.

After the Great Age of Discoveries (15th to 18th centuries), man has become more
mobile, migrating from one region to another and from one country to another. Consequently
at present, the Caucasoud sub-r.aces have submerged the aboriginals and native peoples il,l
North America, South America, and Oceania. Similar is the case in Asia, Africa and the
islands of the Pacific, Indian and Arctic Oceans.

Fast mobility of man has led to intermingling of blood and cross-breeding and this
in its turn has made the idea of pure race as futile. At nresent, admixture is probable,
even in short span, that racial purity becomes a meaningiess term. The anthropological
ideas discussed above are scientific but limited; the categories are, to a large extent, abstract
and very difficult to apply to small groups of people Moreover, a layman has broadenec
the term 'race’ until it has become almost meaningless. He has, in addition, often ascribe
to his own race a 'superiority’ — implicitly a mental superiority — for which there is ¢
evidence. These misconceptions have led to many wars and tragic chapters in man's histor,
Thus, the word ‘race’ has undesirable overtones. Even then, a layman thinks in terms ¢
black, yellow, red and white. Thus, from a layman's point of view, race is what peopl
have been taught it is.
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A. Colour of Skin

Amdﬁfﬁm Taylor, national

forcibly to the layman in classifying Peoples
4 e et i final court
physical or biological classification, which is just like 2 11 of appea), 7y,

Most obvious, but least satisfactory, of these pl?ys'ical criteria 1sd -th'e .colour of the g,
Colour is the most striking superficial charactcfnstlcs of hum;m : 1v131((:>ns.' Thrfee_ ¢
are most universally accepted by anthropologists and cthno‘ogfsts. HVIET divideg
human groups into three races according to colour of skin : (1) Caucaman (White
colour), (2) Mongoloid (yellow colour), (3) Negro (black colour). Fig, (I1.6 ] ) shows

the distribution of skin colour of Indian people.

ity and language, . although they -
pave little bearing on the probly (;1

lourg

B. Colour and Texture of Hair.

Hairs may be straight: wogll;;r;d or light browﬁnr. Heavy straight hair seems.
the whole, to predominate, but the wavy or curly character appears in much the s
proportion as among the races of Europe. The Andamenese have woolly o frizzly

hair oval in section and curly on itself so tightly that it seems to grow in separalc
spiral tuffs.

For most races of the world, the colour of the hair is dark, although it vares
through black, dark-brown, reddish-brown, light-brown, blonde, golden, and red (ligh!

brick or auburn).
G.R. Gyayor has mentioned the following three types of hair :

Ulotrichi- i.e, Frizzly hair is Characteristics of the people of Negros, Bushme
Negritos and Melanesians, Lﬂ@r@i, Le.Straight hair is found amone the "<
and north Asia and American Indjang while Cymotrichi-that s wavy h;ir is most!
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Fig.I1.6.1
Distribution of Skin Colour

people of the world. Be made eye colour the chief basis for classification

of races. He has combined this with hair colour and skin colour. For instance, grey
eyes are common in central Europeans. ‘

In Indian Republic, the eyes are almost invariably dark brown. However, occasional
instances of grey are found among the Konkani-Brahmans of Maharashtra. The reddish
bionde complexion is met with on the North-western frontier of the Malabar coast.

Race /
& w
D. Stature. :
~ 4 as racial classe— .
Topinard's classification of stature, which is generally acceple a
fication, comprises four groups : ol
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157-165
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172-190 [

FigJ1.6.2
Stature of Man

(i) Tall stature : 170 cm. and over.

(ii) Above the average : 165 cm. and under 170 cm.

(iii) Below the average : 160 cm. and under 165 cm.
e

(iv) Small stature : under 160 cm.

Most probably, stature of 95% people of the world range between 150 cms

—

165 cms. On the whole, the distribution of stature in the Indian sub continent sho
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that race differences play a larger maj
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E. Blood Group.
Throughout the world, people can be divided into four types according to their

-ed blood cells containing AB, AB and O types. Every person can be placed in one
»f the four groups. The genes responsible for these groups are present throughfmt
he world, although the proportions of these different genes differ somewhat from region

o region and from race to race.
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F. Nasal Index.

Nasal index is one of the beS
the relation of the breadth of the nose
of nasal index of the Indian populatio™
¢ Index-

G. The Head Index or Cephal eters, used scientifically g "
-

Th ih is one of ’ measure, and has a hig 4. i

divisio: ;f arﬁinznt;?n?;ardaces. It is relatively easz'stzn index of breadth Olvg:; ?Lgmc
reSSC . ength

of accuracy. The shape of the heals exp'rhe index may be obtained by the fonm\'ibnz i

x 100. It is known as the Cegﬁqli,cl 2

formula :

_ Width of head X 100

C.L.= T oreth of head , _ |
three categories: The index under 785 |

" ivi into
The resultant figure is often divided I° medium, and more than 825 s broyg

in considered a long head, 78.6 ¢
head(Fig.11.6.4).

Long head (Dolichocephalic) pelow 78.3

@1@ head (Mesocephalic) 78.6 to 823

Broad head (Brachycephalic) more than»§2-5
Racial 'Classiﬁcation. (Fig11.6.4)

Let us now consider the different racial cl
anthropologists.

Cuvier has divided the human

I. Caucasoid- (White Colour)

2. Mongoloid- (Yellow Colour)

assifications as proposed by differen;

groups into three races:

3. Negro- (Black Colour)

T. Huxley classified the human st
2. Negroid, 3. Mongoloid, 4. Xanthochroic,
of these races is given below -

1. The Australoid- This type is represénted by the natives of Australia and some
south Indian tribes. Physically they have chocolate brown skin, dark brown or black
eyes, black hair, narrow head form, brow ridges strongly developed, projecting jaw, '
coarse lips and broad nose. 5

ock into five races. These are 1. Australoid,
5. Meanochroic races. A short description

> R ' A
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Distribution of the world's Races

3. The Mongoloid Type- Thes® PEOP}"’ are S
texture coarse, hair form straight; skin col
flat nose and face and a great developmen & ©
This type is represented by dolichocephalic Chinese and Japanese.
4. Xanthochroic or Fair White- They
skin, blue or grey eyes, hair colour sitaw toc
north Europe, north Affica and eastwards in India.

5. Meanochroic- They are generally short in stature, brownish to olive in skin
colour and the hair as well as eyes are dark coloured. They inhabit mostly in the
<outhern Europe and Arabia. They are best represented by Spaniards, Greeks and

Arabians.

ar Malacca, the Philippineg ete

hort statured; with black eyes, hair
our varies from yellowish to brown, with
¢ of a typical Mongoloid fold of the eye.

are tall is stature, with almost colourless
hestnut. They are mostly confined to
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asis of hair. Denikar (1889) established six (hair WO

’ _1(_’ minor divisions (Bushman, Negrol
divided into 28 separate races (such as

Ussigy
M bom French Anthropologist, attemp
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d, American, Mandal
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ENIKER'S CLASSIFICATION OF RACES

I Hair Woo\ly

1. With Broad Nose

(@) Bushman
(b) Negrito
(©) Negro
r(d) Melanesian (including Papuans)
Curly to Wavy
(€) Ethioptian (Sudan etc))
() Australian
561 (i)) iravid'{an (South India)
L Hai\; Wassyrmd (Kurds, Armenians, Jews)
vy Dark Caucasold
7. (i) Indo-Afghan
8. North Africa
() Arab or Semite
(k) Berber (North Africa)
9. Melanochriod
(1) Littoral (Atlano-Medit)
(m) Western European
(n) Adriatic (North Italy and Balkans)
IV. Hair wavy to Straight, with Light Eyes
10. Xanthochroid .
(0) North European
(p) East European

11, Hay
3.
4

Negroid
2 Negroid

Negroid
East Africa

Veddoid
Armenoid

Hindu

East Mediterranean
Mediterranean

Mediterranean
Alpine

Dinaric.

Fair Caucanoid

Nordic
East Baltic

V. Hair wavy to Straight with Dark Eyes Caucasoid to Mongoloid

(g) Ainu
11. Oceanian
(r) Polynesian
(s) Indonesian (East Indies)
VI. Straight Hair
12. American
() South American

(Sub-Nordic)

Mongeloid

273 b
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