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Sister Nivedita— a dedicated Soul

Pravrajika Bhaswaraprana

Each new incarnation has a new historic mission to fulfil. And
unmistakably the Godman finds out the chosen few who arg to fulfil that
mission. They are consecrated, so to say, to the great cause of emancipation
of the human race. The history of the world is the living witness to it. The
Ramakrishna-Vivekananda ideological movement may be better appreciated
if viewed from this angle. Sri Ramakrishna’s divine consort, Sri Sarada Devi,
his direct disciples, a few followers from among householders—all were
united together to pursue the same supreme goal, visualising the spiritual
uplift of the masses, which did include within its purview the parallel progress
in every field of life—social, political and economic. Swami Vivekananda’s
mission was to ‘revitalise Hinduism’ through the insurgence of Vedantic
ideal of oneness of soul which was to be realised in and through all sorts of
activities of life. Swami Vivekananda declared that proper education would
help one to know one’s infinite potency and thereby would make one free,
strong and guileless.

Miss Margaret Noble, a really noble-hearted Irish lady, was also chosen
by God to fulfil the same purpose. Through her, we were to realise the ideal
of ‘dynamic orthodoxy  of Hindu religion, ideal of nationalism vitalised by
austerity and spirituality—which were really the crying need of that age.
Her great Master, Swami Vivekananda was the torchbearer of the new era in
India. Miss Noble, widely known as Sister Nivedita, appeared to herald the
Vivekananda Age in the national consciousness of India and brought about a
silent revolution in the thought-world of the intellectuals of the country. At
the time when India was at the cross-roads—when the glamour of Western
material civilisation was about to overwhelm Oriental spiritual ideal, when
the educated Indians had lost respect for their own heritage, it was Nivedita,
paradoxically enough, a Western lady who appeared in the arena, like an
evangelist, to preach the inner hidden message of beauty, strength and bliss
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of Hindu religion and philosophy. It was really a magnificent revelation to
the contemporary Indians.

Margaret repeatedly heard her Master say that truth must be realised.
The freedom of the human self'is in the realisation of the truth which must
be manifested at every moment of life. Miss Noble, who remained so long
unhappy with the stereotyped Christian dogma and time-bound church
services, found these as ‘living water to a person perishing of thirst.” She
said afterwards in her Bombay lecture of 1902 : “After the age of eighteen, I
began to harbour doubts as to the truth of the Christian doctrine. For seven
years, I was in the wavering state of mind, very unhappy. Yet very, very eager
to seek the truth.”

To her rare, keen insight, Hindu religion revealed its infinite inner glory,
its immense strength and charm. The transformation of Margaret to Nivedita,
the ‘dedicated’, had actually taken place at the very time when she felt herself
ready to accept the all-embracing, all ingulfing one absolute truth of Advaita
Vedanta Dharma, of which other worldly truths were but partial expressions.
She realised that the Hindu concept of religion was not a mere philosophical
doctrine, but it was a dynamic religion, where universal practical outlook,
great sanctifying power, would lift up the entire human life with all its
passions, and emotions, with all its activities. With this firm, steady conviction
she wrote : “Hindu faith rests from first to last on a basis of experience, of
realisation, of personal appropriation. ... The super-social life is seen in its
true relation to society. The goal is preached as attainable, not only by the
sadhu in the forest, but also by the butcher in the town and the wife in the
home.” Reiterating Swami Vivekananda, she proclaimed : “There is no
distinction between sacred and secular,” “to labour is to pray.”

Awakened to the call of the great truth, Nivedita embraced wholeheartedly
the ideal of dedication, that would create a new history for the posterity. It
was really the sublimity and broadness of Advaita philosophy which
compelled her to love and to respect India from the innermost core of her
heart. This intense reverence and love for India was her Master’s legacy
which was infused in her mind. For this reason, she could survey rightly the
source of sorrows and sufferings of Indian people, could measure the
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dimensions of glory on the one hand and of degeneration on the other. She
tried her best to lift up the nation that had once flourished, into a resurgent
nationhood. For the regeneration of Hindu culture, art, architecture, literature,
with its original social set up, she actually proved herself a martyr. She was
firm in her conviction that India, the land of the sages, of purity, spirituality
and renunciation, was the cradle of human civilisation. In her composition,
The Web of Indian Life, we find an extensive historical research that
highlighted significant aspects of Indian History and heritage.

With her penetrating intelligence, Nivedita discovered in Hindu religion,
the happy synthesis of God and the world. It was beyond her imagination
that love of God could be combined with the ideal of social welfare, with all
mundane needs. She actually aspired so long after this grand truth. To her,
Hindu religion appeared supreme for this gospel of divinity of individual,
nay, the divinity of everything. With this attitude of perfect reverence and
love, she used to relate to her students, to her friends—Indian or
Western, the noble epic characters of Sita, Savitri, the chivalry of
Rajput women of Indian History. She never felt tired of depicting the glorious
picture of the great Indian race. Her stay with the Holy Mother Sri Sarada
Devi provided her with a glimpse of an orthodox Hindu life. She was quite
able to penetrate into its charm, serenity and nobility without taking its
drossy outward show into account. Rabindranath Tagore very aptly remarked
about Nivedita : “The vision that enables one to see the greatness of humanity
in a humble individual, is a very uncommon gift. It was, because this vision
was natural to her, that she did not lose her reverence for India, despite its
outer blemishes.”

Sister Nivedita wrote about Sri Ramakrishna : “He is a witness to the
world that old Indian wisdom was not in vain. It is, of course, true that in no
other country could He have occurred. But it is not true that He expresses the
mind of India alone or even chiefly. For in Him meet the feeling and thought
of all mankind, and He Ramakrishna, the devotee of Kali, represents
humanity.” This assessment shows how Hinduism revealed itself to her.
According to Nivedita, Advaita concept of religion had enriched the whole
of human civilisation for eternity. The image of Kali appeared to her as the
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most bold, most gracious of all the symbols the Hindus had ever imagined.
In her lecture .on Kali’, she elicited a new meaning from Kali worship. She
said : “It was so easy to say that God was love and to think our own private
happiness proves it, God is love. But when do we learn that ? How do we
know it ? Is it not in moments of anguish in our own lives that the great
reality is borne in upon us as all love, all beauty, all bliss ? This was the
paradox, so boldly stated in the Kali image.”

Nivedita maintained that there must be a re-reading of orthodoxy, a
rediscovery of essentials. This, she termed ‘dynamic orthodoxy’. Unlike a
social reformer, she looked upon the native customs, habits, life style, not
only to be restored in their pure form, but to be executed also with more
vigour and faith. This is the message of her Aggressive Hinduism. She insisted
that Hinduism should be shorn of all sluggish, passive formalities. It should
be made aggressive—not in the sense of tyrannical and oppressive but in the
sense of active, energetic and dedicated to the service of mankind. She wrote :
“We see Hinduism no longer as the preserver of the Hindu customs, but as
the creator of Hindu character.” What we needed most, was in her words,
“instead of passivity, activity ; instead of the standard of weakness, the
standard of strength.” Reiterating the ideal of the Gifa, she proclaimed :
“Work is as necessary to the growth of soul as is the Vedanta Dharma, perhaps
more so. Work is the puja which a man offers to that great power manifested
as nature; ... Karma is no longer a destiny, but an opportunity.” Every Hindu
should perform the respective duties of life, she said, with all his energy,
faith and in the spirit of renunciation. To her, renunciation and emancipation
run pari passu.

In Aggressive Hinduism Nivedita wrote : “Our task is to translate ancient
knowledge into modern equivalents. We have to clothe the old strength in a
new form. The new form without that old strength is nothing but a mockery,
almost equally foolish is the savage anachronism of an old time power without
fit expression.” Hinduism with all its intricate problems of rituals, caste,
plight of women, was a thing to her, to be adored earnestly. Hindu religion
seemed to disclose its inner, intrinsic charm and beauty to its foreign yet
beloved, Sister Nivedita. According to her, our ‘caste’ concept ought to stand
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translated as honour. She wrote to an English friend : “It is as true of London,
as of Benaras that caste law is the last and finest, that controls a man.” Indian
women, with their pristine purity, attracted her most. She thought that' Indian
women, untouched by Western influence, did possess a genuineness of their
own, which we, the moderns often fail to recognise.

Marital relation was considered by her as purely religious, sacred and a
sure path to realise spiritual bliss. To her, the ideal of motherhood in an
Indian woman stood unparalleled. Hinduism, Nivedita concluded, with all
these splendid features, should not be regarded as a stagnant, obsolete theory.
On the contrary, it was always made anew as the experiences of life became
richer and wider. New ideas and ideals, evolved on the way of life, should be
synthesized with the old ones. Hinduism has made a provision for this
synthetic unity which is to be achieved, not by passive contemplation, but by
active participation in actual life and work. Nivedita wrote : “Advaita can be
expressed in mechanics, in engineering, in arts, in letters as well as in
philosophy and meditation. But it can never be expressed in half measures.
The true Advaitin is the master of the world. ... In the little he sees the great.”

* %k %

My life is given to India. In it I shall Live and Die.
— Sister Nivedita
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MARY ASTELL AND THE BIRTH OF A
MODERN FEMINIST CONSCIOUSNESS

Dr. Rakhi Ghosh
Associate Professor, Department of English

Mary Astell (1666-1731) can undoubtedly be termed as the first woman
writer in England who wrote on the subject of gender equality. Little is
known about her early life. Her parents Peter Astell and Mary Errington
belonged to prominent, commercial families. It is widely circulated that she
knew the classical languages (Smith, Astell 6-7). She was taught in her
childhood by her clergyman uncle Ralph Astell, who was a Cambridge neo-
Platonist. She was well-read, was acquainted with the political debates of
the day and took a keen interest in political philosophy. Due to her slim
dowry, her marriage prospects dwindled. After her mother’s death, she left
Newcastle for London and ultimately settled at Chelsea. The former
archbishop of Canterbury, William Sancroft, provided her financial aid. Her
residence there enabled her to come in contact with her courtly neighbours
as she soon earned an intellectual reputation. Her friends included Elizabeth
Elstob, the Anglo-Saxon scholar, Lady Elizabeth Hastings who also
intended to set up a charity school for women, the learned Bishop Francis
Atterbury and above all, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, a member of the
courtly circle of George L.

Mary Astell followed a “...tradition of proto-feminist writing that
focuses on education as the root and branch of female inequality and
customary right as the conventional strategy to entrench it” (Springborg,
Astell 17). Her predecessors include Christine de Pizan and Marie de
Gournay. Patricia Springborg also establishes a link between Mary Astell
and the Restoration satires on women and marriage (Springborg, 4Astell 19).
She was an avid political writer of her time though she published her
satirical view of the ascension of William and Mary of Orange
anonymously. She recognised the fact that as a woman, she was excluded
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from participating in political matters. Matters worsened for women in the
years following the Glorious Revolution when women tried to assert their
individuality and their rights, it appeared as a form of rebellion against the
revolutionary settlement that revolved around the accession of William and
Mary on the English throne. Mary Astell was piqued when William and
Mary were hailed as harbingers of constitutional monarchy in England.
Instead, like other Tories of her time, she looked upon the accession as the
substitution of the unstable tyranny of a group of petty and selfish
opportunists for a stable and honoured ruler (Ruth Perry, “Mary Astell and
the Feminist Critique of Possessive Individualism” 445). She recognised the
fact that the new government professing revolutionary intentions was ready
to hoodwink women and allow them to believe that they could assume
political power. That is why she came to distrust republicanism and asserted
that monarchy was the best for maintaining ideal conditions. Thus hers is
a curious mixture of conservative opinions and modern feminist
consciousness.

The mid-seventeenth century saw an unprecedented rise of feminist
protest among which the most popular thoughts came from the pen of Mary
Astell. Her two notable feminist tracts 4 Serious Proposal (1694, 1697) and
Some Reflections upon Marriage (1700) speak in favour of female
education and female empowerment in marriage. In the ‘Preface’ to Some
Reflections upon Marriage she makes the famous comment: “If all men are
born free, how is it that all women are born slaves...” (Springborg, Astell,
Political Writings 18).

In A Serious Proposal Astell defends women’s needs for spiritual and
intellectual nourishment. The same idea is treated in Some Reflections upon
Marriage as well. Her feminist polemic, 4 Serious Proposal, was written
in two parts, the first of which appeared in 1694 and the second in 1697.
Some memorable lines from the tract highlight how she critiqued the
condition of women in her time: “Wou’d have you all be Wits, or what is
better, Wise. Raise you above the Vulgar by something more truly
illustrious, than a sounding Title or a great Estate. Wou’d excite in you a
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generous Emulation to excel in the best things, and not in such Trifles as
every mean person who has but Money enough may purchase as well as
you. Not suffer you to take up with the low thought of distinguishing your
selves by any thing that is not truly valuable, and procure you such
Ornaments as all the Treasures of the Indies are not able to purchase. Wou'd
help you to surpass the Men as much in Vertue and Ingenuity, as you do
in Beauty, that you may not only be as lovely, but as wise as Angels.”

In Some Reflections Astell explains why a well-educated wife is
necessary for a man to sustain a marriage and make it happy and lasting:
“But how can a Man respect his Wife when he has a contemptible Opinion
of her and her Sex ? . . . Because she was made to be a Slave to his Will,
and has no higher end than to Serve and Obey him !” (Springborg, Astell,
Political Writings 57). The Puritan view of the meek housewife that
prevailed in the eighteenth century favoured women who barely knew the
letters but had cultivated the social graces like music, painting, drawing,
dancing and needlework. These ‘accomplishments’ as they were termed,
seldom helped women attain economic independence ; they merely added
lustre to their amiable personalities. Novelists like Austen sharply
reprimanded the intentions that forced these accomplishments on women.
In the long run the learned lady became an obsolete concept in England
in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. In the seventeenth
century these social graces helped a woman to ensnare a prospective groom
rather than enhance her own personality. Even these modest efforts to
acquire preliminary education were sometimes neglected. Astell rated
accomplishments poorly :

“When a poor Young Lady is taught to value her self on nothing but
her Cloaths, and to think she’s very fine when well accoutred ; When she
hears say, that "tis Wisdom enough for her to know how to dress her self,
that she may become amiable in his eyes., to whom it appertains to be
knowing and learned ; who can blame her if she lay out her Industry and
Money on such Accomplishments, and sometimes extends it farther than
her misinformer desires she should ?”’
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Astell proposed a religious retirement for women so that they could not
be persecuted by male-dominated beliefs and customs. Since education was
the natural right of all thinking and reasonable individuals, women should
not be deprived of the ideal kind of education. Such education would be
provided in her nunnery where women will learn to evaluate marriage from
an intelligent perspective:

“Happy Retreat ! which will be the introducing you into such a Paradise
as your Mother Eve forfeited, where you shall feast on Pleasures, that do
not like those of the World, disappoint your expectations, pall your
Appetites, and by the disgust they give you put you on the fruitless search
after new Delights, which when obtained are as empty as the former ; but
such as will make you truly happy now and prepare you to be perfectly so
hereafter (Astell, 4 Serious Proposal 186).”

Astell realised that education would ultimately gear women towards
nurturing a rationalist ‘consciousness, so that they will be able to locate the
traps’ that marriage opened for them. Such foresight would enable women
to enter the public sphere and pave the way for their own empowerment.
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Jaipur — ‘a Splendour in Pink’

Rhitobrita Chakraborty
3rd Year (Honours) English.

The mere mention of the word “Rajasthan™ transports one to a la
immensely rich in culture, history and art. Signifying the “abode of rajas”,
the land is a citadel of romance and chivalry associated with the Rajpu
culture. Everything about Rajasthan fascinates be it miles of golder
stretches of sand or opulent palaces or the crowd in multi-hued costumes

Displaying such an aura of Rajasthani splendour is Jaipur, the
picturesque capital of Rajasthan. This year I had the opportunity to visi
such a place during my college vacation. As I was travelling in Rajasthan
with my family, stopping at various famous spots of that state like
Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Mount Abu, Pushkar and many others, spending on¢
to two days at each destination, Jaipur was our last stop. Situtated in
the eastern part of the state, Jaipur is in the only planned city of Rajasthan,
Its uniqueness is the pink boundary which gives it its name ““pink city”-
a colour associated with hospitality in Rajput culture. Built by Maharaja
Sawai Jaisingh ; the city is meticulousy planned on accordance with the
pinciples of town planning laid down in Shilpa Shastra, a treatise on
Hindu acrchitecture.

Jaipur established its recognition as a versatile tourist destination as
it offers superb fortresses, serene temples, amazing havelis and royal
palaces. If you are a lover of culture and architecture, like me, then you
would surely love this royal place. Jaipur is also well known for its
handicrafts and the amazing collection of jewelleries. I had only two days
in hand to spend in this royal city before I had to hop into the flight
and come back to my city. I tried to utilise these two days as much as
I could. For the first day we thought of covering all the tourist spots
and for the last day of our twelve day tour we visited some of Jaipur’s
famous market places, such as, Bapu bazar, Johari bazar, Chandpole bazar
and such others to buy some souvenirs to take back home with us.
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[ have visited the royal city nearly two months ago, but its
architectural splendour still flashes through my mind. The historical
palaces and forts which gives the glimpse of old Indian architectural
design also manifests all the royal richness and grandeur. One of its
exponent is the Amer Fort which is located about 11 kms from the main
ity of Jaipur. Also known as the Amber Fort, it displays a spectacular
amalgamation of both the Hindu and Muslim architecture in its structure.
Apart from its majesctic surroundings, the red sandstone and white marble
pavilions are the most delightful experience of this fort.

Another stupendous sight that Jaipur offers its tourists is the well-
known Hawa Mahal or the palace of winds. This achitectural structure
is a five storied building located at the southern part of the Jaipur city
amidst the bustilng market of Johari Bazar. The building contains a well
designed museum depicting the past and present of the city and it looks
most captivating during the morning when the golden rays of the sun
hits the colourful structure.

My visit to Jaipur was amazing and I am sure you will also equally
enjoy this place as much as I did. Make sure you don’t miss the must
seen places of Jaipur. Shopping was the other most interesting part of
my visit ; in fact, it was a real treat for me. Jaipur is also the right
place for photographers to capture the beauty and culture of this
historically rich city. If you really want to know about the roots of Indian
culture and tradition, then you must visit this place. So plan your trip,
hop into a jet or a train and prepare yourself to take a tour of a lifetime

of this pink city.
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The Rise of Feminism
Akanksha Krishnatre
Ist Year (Honours) English.

Feminism is one of those words, which is either advocated with full
enthusiasm by an individual or completely avoided by other. This dilemms ;
in its acceptance within the various layers of society originates and thrives !
either on the ignorance of the public or the mistreatment of its rel
meaning. Before delivering too deep into what is the reason behind th

debate on feminism, we need to understand the basics of the term. .

What was the beginning of feminism like as a movement ? It is found |

that after the French Revolution and Suffragist movements the womel

were starting to become conscious of their circumstances, which in nowa |
were acceptable. They started with the demand of equal rights and rigl |
to vote. The same instance took place in colonised America after its Wit
with the empire. The women were not allowed to cast vote for a long:
time and they upon noticing the mistreatment decided to fight back.‘

It can be noticed that the demand for equal rights had become th
norm down the centuries. Here, in history it was quite apparent tha:
the society in its very fundamental nature was Patriarchal and wome!
were supposed to remain in the lower strata of the societal convention!
Hence if the origin of the term ‘feminism’ is to be traced, linguisticall’
it corresponded to the upliftment of women. The men stood on a highe]
pedestal and the feminists did not wish to bring them down, but to educal
and empower women, to stand as equals, and the term echoed thi
emotion.

e

«
B

If a case study is conducted around the globe, we would find th (
need for equality became clear to more and more women. A few yeay
ago a girl from Pakistan called Malala Yusafzayi stood for the educatio
of girls and women in her country, and as a result an attempt on he¢

i
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ife was made. If that single instance does not speak for what feminism
§ and why the world is in dirc need of it, then nothing does.

- Emma Watson, a famous Hollywood actress and one of the leading
ices of feminism in her speech at UN pointed out, that in a world where
quality is still not found on the basis of gender, it is not a world where
¢ and development can reign. Even in recent times when we talk
ality, it can be noticed that in a man and woman having the same
ees, the former would be paid more.

. The portruyal of women in media often glorifies the ever present
ek character of love and damsel in distress; where on the other hand

~ When the topic of women's rights makes its appearance known, it
s very important to consider that the reservation of bus seats, quota in
ducation or the allowance of visiting a temple are not needed or asked
or. Equal rights begin with the education of public. It refers to the fact
that the paycheck of people having same qualification should be equal,
despite gender. The portrayal in media should focus on the development
f character rather than all the lens on the physique. The songs which
e blasphemous to say the very least, should have less sexist underlying
neaning to it, like ‘Fevicol se’, ‘Gandi Bat’ etc. The Rape culture where
lhe victim is always blamed has to be abolished and remarks from eminent
figures about the dressng or physique of the victim, in media, should
be abolished. This is what equality in all its colours denotes.

Another important distinction that needs to be differentiated more
arly is between ‘Feminism and Feminazi’. Often when people are
afraid to relate their names with feminism, it is in the fear of being marked
5 a Feminazi. A Feminazi is defind as a person who hates men and
loes not believe in equality but in the aspect that women are superior
to men. This ideology goes opposite to the ideology of equality preached
hrough feminism.

In the recent times a movement called as Metoo took the internet
and media by storm. Started a few years prior in America it reached
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India, like every other movement, through media and social platfo
In its very essence, the movement is a very remarkable step for
sexually harassed or abused to come forward and share their §
in order to remind the world that sexual harassment is still preval
Another remarkable feature of the movement is that in no way it a
itself to a gender and tries to stay true to the ideology of femini

Although being a Feminist movement, Metoo has been in some W
weaponised by the Feminazi too in their attempt to prove their pol
Stories that were fabricted to tarnish the image of certain emi
personalities also came to light. This kind of step, jeoparadises the v
idea and battle that is raging on.

Feminism is not about being better than someone, it is not ab
standing taller, or higher in the social pedestal and it is definitely
about belitteling our fellow members. Feminism is about trying to st
shoulder to shoulder with men, bound by patriarchal rules. It is ab
giving both genders, the ability, chance and place to express themsel
and not praise one for it, while questioning the nature of other.
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HEARTBREAKS

Sulagna Sarkar
2nd Year, English Honours

What does a broken heart feel like ? As I looked up in google I found
this amazing answer which said “When your heart is broken, it can feel like
the end of the world. No amount of pain has ever felt so agonizing or
concentrated. It’s like a giant hole that was pummelled into your chest, with
no hope of repair.” I think its absolutely true. All of us out here have gone
through this feeling several times. I remember to have encountered this feeling
when I was 5 years old. Someone told me that since then because I was
going to have a sibling and he was to be the younger one he would be loved
more. And my heart broke for the first time. My parents won’t love me the
same way they initially did. I had such a strange pain in my chest. I could not
even express it to anyone. Whoever I told, thought I was just a kid and I still
don’t know why people thought that [ was being cute then. I had my second
heart break when I was in class three and I realized that I am not my best
friend’s best friend. I am sure we all know how much that hurts because we
all have been in that situation in our life. The girl I thought to be my best
friend started to sit with another classmate. I was no more her partner in
school not even during our assemblies. I didn’t say anything to her but came
home and cried to my mom about it. My mother that day told me something
which I think I wouldn’t ever forget. She told me that whether a person
reciprocates or feels the same way for us or not, shouldn’t change our behavior
towards them. Love is never wasted, for its value does not rest upon
reciprocity. The next day I went to school and told her that she is still my
best friend and just went and sat beside another friend. I tell you today she
now calls me her sister, her family. After so many years and also even after
school life we are in touch, sharing things about our daily life even though
we are chasing different careers. That’s how our friendship grew over the
years.

[ had my third heart break when [ was in class 12. [ met this amazing
person whom I liked from the very first instance that we started talking. He
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was an amazingly talented person with all the good qualities that I could
look for in a guy. He genuinely made me happy and I loved spending time
with him. But the one flaw which he had, was lack of commitment. Because *
of that, insecurities started creeping into my mind. And sadly I had to part *
ways with him. I couldn’t continue with a nameless relationship. It felt so :
bad that I cried about it for days and it took me a long time to get over it. But |
never told him about it. I am still in touch with him. Saw him get engaged
and still I am a very supportive friend to him. We never had a fight. I just |
moved away from him. Erasing my feelings for him. And as I said I don’t
give up on friendships and relationships.

What makes me strong are amazing people I have in my life who
have supported me in such situations. My parents and my friends who have
always stood by me ; I am ever grateful to them for their love which made
these days so bearable. I am quite sure at some point even I have broken
someone’s heart. But I would like to say to those people that may be I did
it unintentionally. And I am sorry for having caused pain because I know
heartbreaks are never good or easy to deal with. The thing that is common
for all heartbreaks is that even though it seems a damage beyond repair, it
heals with time. We all get over heartbreaks and stand out strong again.

We mature and these heartbreaks build us into different persons altogether.
We try not to trust the wrong person, to avoid getting too attached and do
everything possible to save our heart from breaking once again. But you
know what I believe, trust people, have strong bonds, get attached, love, and
give all you have. Get your hearts broken otherwise you will never get to
face the other side of life. There are two sides to every coin. Flip it and see
what comes your way. Have a life with ups and downs because sunshine all
the time doesn’t feel good. At times we long to have a rainy day with our
mother’s special pakora and our favourite book or music and spend our day
curled up in blankets.
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Today’s Draupadi

Abhisikta Ghosh
Ist Year, English Honours

Compliments adorned my simplicity,

And beautifying me was your sole job,

Did you care to notice my minute cracks ?
That hid my war-pride worth million dollars.

Judging gazes dampened my courage,

And the soft bearing, pinned ‘good’ on me.

Does beauty really lie in the eyes of the beholder ?
The very eyes that shun valiance.

Sparkling eyes in a picture define me,
Anorexia redefined as a way to size zero.
Did you see me transitioning ?

Instead of a simple leap to conclusions.

Loud makeup and short dresses,

Hair dyed in neon shades.

Does this new look not raise questions in you ?
Amazed I am at your awed self.

Eyes, lips, hair, in short my physique,
Overwhelmed you with lust.

Did you always seek a slut in me ?
Avoiding emanating rays of my bravery.

Not oriental or occidental female lead am I,
But a mixture of survivor and diehard lover.
Does grace persuade your views ?

From the grasp of fixed notions.
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Fighter I am, with a child’s heart,
Gorgeous I am with a deity’s spark.

Did you yet decide to stop objectifying ?
Before this blunt knife turns sharp.

My desires reborned like a Phoenix,

Along with a modified thought process.

Does the reincarnated Draupadi in me urge your soul ?
To answer my questions from past and present.
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WOMAN AS GHOST AS GOD

Akanksha Krishnatre
Ist Year, English Honours

I am a woman

As ghost as God.

With vericose veins

Running behind her eyes
Travelling her body

Like a gypsy

In search of a home.

Veins that are coiled

And entangled.

Not destined to be pulled apart
Filled with grief, guilt and passion
Burning in her heart.

I am Pandora.

With all her beauty

And gifts she was bestowed upon.

I have curiosity

Dancing upon my fingertips

And an urge to defy

Those who claim their rights to my body.
I pry open the flesh with nails bare.
Just as the lid slips off the box.

And all that is evil is left to flourish.
Beneath a mans’ brow.

And I am the Pandora
Who gives birth to hope
When all seems dead
Even though
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1 was tricked into it.

I am Eve.

Another of those beautiful maidens
With curves so perfect

And body,

Like that of

Carved out of pure marble.
First of her kind,

They said.

Guilty of banishment

From the Garden of eden,
The paradise.

They were born after.

The paradise

They sing false hymns about
Even though

I was tricked into it.

I am a Woman

As ghost as God

Mentioned so many times in history.
Every time written

As the beautiful maiden

With a new metaphor for body.

The breasts as tender and firm as marble
And thighs the colour

That of the melting rose.

Hair, like silken threads of heaven.
Binding her soul.

And every time the poet’s

And myths and epics

Wrote about the wars .

They said,

It started by the vespertine beauty
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Of a careless maiden,
The damsel in distress.
The root of all evil.

Never once mentioning,

Always failing to remind

That the jealousy of man

And pride on their

Beautiful, glorious, fleshy, alive possessions
Threw them into wars ;

And not mountains and plateaus of flesh

I carry upon my soul.

And because I am a Woman

As ghost as God.

With veins varicose

With grief and guilt and passion in my bones,

I stand

With graveyards of my soul

And bones as pyres to burn tales
They fabricate of my wrong doings.
Where 1 was never to blame.

" And I have grief

For the tales and lies

They brandished before me.
And I could not speak.

I have guilt

For not standing

As ghost as God

When they changed my body
Into bare naked metaphors
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To please their lowly lords
And shackled my mind
And wit and knowledge
Into chains of evil.

They claim were mine
And I never gave birth to.

I am a Woman

As ghost as God.

And now I have passion

To ’re write stories

To create history

And retell the tales they told.
With myths at the bottom of jar
And truth finally set free.

I am not a mere woman.
I am an Idea.

To right the wrongs,
They wrote.

To erase the blame,
They placed.

And to recreate history
They left behind.

Because

I am more than flesh.
More than metaphors
That surround my body.

I am a woman
As ghost as God.
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SYMPHONIES OF THE WIND

Rishika Ghosh
I* year, English Honours.

She wants to chant with the symphonies of the sky
And whirl pirouettes with the wind

She wants the clouds to intone,

Their everlasting melodies of teardrop tantrums
And drizzle with them.

Speckles of rainbow

She wants them to let them be

Like the eye of the storm.
Lightening, thunder, terror flying by,

Shades of glass, lost voices, anguishing fury and horror heaved
With each breath of the wind.

But as the eye of cloudburst,

She wants to discover peaée within.
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“Crack of Dawn”

Dipanwita Biswas
3rd Year (Hons.) English

Gently glooming the lofty Dun !
Amid the haze,

Grows the fitting Sun.
Peeps from the East

In Crimson frame,

Arise from the list

In his mentioned lane.
Brighten the world

With warbling note !
Lingering, the air

Wraps in a youthful coat.
Rolls up the Dawn.

In such way

As to us it has,

A lot to say.
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TRUTH IS NOWHERE

Indrani Mukhopadhyay
Ex-Student (Department of English)

Truth was believed.

It was the time,

When the court was fine,

Where Draupadi was undressed

She had faith

In the myth

Of the Divine essence named as Kanha.
But it was the Saree

Which rescued Panchali

From the bunch of Ashuras.

Demons then had made their presence, prominent.
How can Kanha be the dominant ?

Truth is believed,

To forbid women who bleed

As they are quintessentially impure

To touch God’s feet.

Where lies this God ?

I know not but he is blind,

Whose other name is “Dhamma”

And never befits for “Kamma”,

As his voice was in vain

When the eight year old cried out in pain.
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