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THE AGE OF REFORM AND SWAMI 
VIVEKANANDA: AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH 

Sunetra Mitra 

1 

Swami Vivekananda remains one of the most enigmatic personalities 
of modern India when one tries to place him as a social activist in 

19th century India. One of the key figures to have undertaken 
social service for national good with emphasis on spiritual growth 
and devotion to one's religion, Swami Vivekananda took a vow of 
asceticism in the late 1880s to focus on practical service and uplift of 
the poor.' As he himself said, "We are Sannyasins, who have given up 
everything [..] to do the highest good to the world, everyone down to 
the lowest-this is our vow." The paper does not look at Vivekananda 
as the spiritual ambassador of India in the West. The paper argues 

that Vivekananda inaugurated a new and rather interesting way 

of discovering India, a method that was built on direct action and 

accessibility to the masses. Using the words of George Williams, the 

paper tries to "penetrate through dual consideration of the hero 

legend created by well-meaning followers and of the camouflaging 
effect created by Vivekananda himself as he changed his patterns of 

ultimate concern during his lifetime" It was work done at a more 

impersonal level, Vivekananda's was no conscious attempt to suggest 

change or reform but his works did revolutionize the practice of 

reaching out to the masses. 
Swami Vivekananda was a late representative of the so-called 

Bengali Renaissance. The period in which Vivekananda lived and 

preached was riddled by cross currents of thought and practice and 
Vivekananda's life and labours prominently capture some of the 

tensions that came to characterize colonial Bengal in the closing years 

of the 19th century. Amiya P. Sen describes the tensions thus: there 

was the inevitable tension between the public engagement ofa social 

activist and the reclusive detachment of a monk, between rational 

Sunetra Mitra is Assistant Professor, RKSM Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, Kolkata. 
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DOES KARL MARX have any relevance for today’s struggles 
for women’s liberation? Do his theories of society and revo-
lutionary transformation present us with tools that in any way 
continue to be useful? 

These and related questions come up repeatedly — as I 
will argue — for two very different reasons. I will exclude 
here the arguments, if they can be called that, of the extreme 
right, which are opposed to human liberation in any form, 
from class exploitation, from racial, gender and sexual oppres-
sion and discrimination. Rather, my focus is on forces and ideas 
within what we can call the center and the left. 

With the worldwide collapse of older, organized, often 
large Marxist (or socialist) working class parties, a left-liberal 
segment became more influential even within the old left. We 
think of the left’s orientation to the Democratic Party in the 
USA (where no mass workers’ party has existed for some 
80 years now) — or the example of India where the left, in 
order to halt the fascist Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
[extreme Hindu nationalist — ed.], sees no option but to rely 
on the rightwing liberal Indian National Congress. 

One consequence has been the acceptance of intellectual 
currents that reject Marxism’s contributions to the princi-
ples of emancipation. Another consequence of the collapse 

of class politics is the rise of an ideology that conceives of 
the struggle for liberation as separate for each gender, race 
or other “identity”-based segments of the population. These 
separate oppressions at best forge moral alliances, rather than 
an objectively rooted unity. 

A secondary but not unimportant reason lies in the cre-
ation of an opposite ideological claim that Marxism indeed 
promotes women’s liberation, Dalit [lower caste — ed.] and 
other oppressed people’s emancipation, but must be hostile 
to feminism, Dalit (or Ambedkarite) politics, etc. as all being 
variants of “bourgeois/petty-bourgeois politics.” 

In India in particular, in the name of putting the working 
class first, this second current is widely present within both 
the old mainstream left and considerable parts of the far left.  
We can call this a sort of Marxist Antifeminism. It has both 
indigenous and international influences. 

Marxist Antifeminism in India
Kanak Mukherjee, one of the first woman members of the 

Communist Party of India (CPI) in Bengal and a leader of the 
Communist-led mass women’s movement from the end of 
the 1930s. She later became a key figure in the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) (CPIM) and its women’s front, the All 
India Democratic Women’s Association (AIDWA), needs to be 
cited in this connection. 

Mukherjee, belonging to an older generation of activists, 
dismissed feminist ideas and movements for autonomy in 

Soma Marik is Associate Professor of History, RKSM Vivekananda 
Vidyabhavan, the author of Revolutionary Democracy: Emancipation 
in Classical Marxism (Haymarket, 2017), and an activist in Radical 
Socialist, India and the gender rights network Das Theke Das Hajar.

(Re)turn to Marx@200:
Women’s Oppression and Liberation  By Soma Marik
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many of her writings. Her focus was on fighting the Congress 
as well as the CPI (after the party split in 1964 and she went to 
join the CPIM), defending the Left Front government in West 
Bengal from 1977. However, a few remarks scattered through 
her political essays show Marxist Antifeminism at work. She 
saw feminism as a homogeneous category, and a movement 
that set women against men rather than class against class. 
In Women’s Emancipation Movement in India (1989), she wrote:

Now the imperialists are also throwing a challenge to the healthy 
democratic women’s movement. They are propagating the misleading 
Western “feminist” ideology to misdirect and confuse women of the 
villages and cities…. As against Marxist ideology and its analysis of the 
women’s emancipation movement as an integral part of the people’s 
revolutionary movement and the class struggles of the proletariat, these 
agencies advocate “party-less” or “above party” “feminist” theories to 
confuse and disrupt the democratic women’s movement. (103)
In the next paragraph, she sets forth the theoretical posi-

tions of the feminist movement as she sees it. 
These feminists, though of various views, pose the woman’s question 
as opposed to men’s and hold the patriarchal system of society 
responsible for the exploitation of women. Thus, they try to divert the 
class struggle into a struggle between men and women. This breeds 
hatred in the family, conjugal life and social life, and leads to the isola-
tion of the women’s movement from the mainstream of the people’s 
movements…. Some of the leaders of these action groups pose as 
leftists and criticise the teachings of Marx-Engels-Lenin on women’s 
questions.” (Ibid).
Younger activists, who had to build their organizations 

while in regular dialogue with the left wing of the feminists, 
such as Brinda Karat, for many years General Secretary of the 
AIDWA and now a member of the CPI(M) Politbureau, took 
a somewhat more nuanced position, but explained the per-
sistence of patriarchal families as a hangover from the ruling 
class, with no material roots within the toiling people. (Karat, 
Survival and Emancipation, 36-39)

One of the major influences from abroad has been “clas-
sist” (class reductionist) forces in the West, especially their 
material available in English. Here, I do not propose to look 
at all dimensions, but to mention the example of Tony Cliff ’s 
book Class Struggle and Women’s Liberation. Cliff took the most 
conservative trends in feminism as representing the norm, 
then debunked all feminists as some kind of homogeneous 
force, and went back to Marx, Zetkin, Lenin and others as 
evidence that he stood with the Marxist tradition. 

Cliff ’s argument against the feminists, taken up in the mid-
to late 1980s by some activists in India having connection 
with the British Socialist Workers Party, included the stance 
that feminists are wrong in differentiating between men and 
women even when looking at women’s oppression:

“This is not to deny, however, that men behave in certain 
ways which are oppressive to women…. But the blame should 
be placed squarely on class society, not on its individual agents. 
Women’s oppression damages the interests of both working 
women and men.” (Cliff, 229)

Elsewhere, Cliff lumps theoretical disputes around violence 
against women as minor, or issues that divide women from 
men.

Many women in the women’s liberation movement have consistently 
focussed on the areas where men and women are at odds — rape, 
battered women, wages for housework — while ignoring or playing 
down the areas of struggle where women are more likely to win the 
support of men — such as opposition to the cuts in hospitals and 

schools, the right to abortion, and battles at work for equal pay or the 
right to join a trade union….(T)he women’s liberation movement has 
come to concentrate on where women are weakest. (177-8)
This implies that fighting too seriously for an end to rape 

and violence against women should take a very low priority in 
the agenda of a Marxist party or a Marxist-led women’s move-
ment — an especially appalling position in the context of violence 
against women in India! (My own response to Cliff ’s harnessing 
of Zetkin to his narrow position appears in my essay “German 
Socialism and Women’s Liberation,” 2003.)

Marxist Antifeminism vs. the Real Tradition
To make sense of Kanak Mukherjee’s attacks, it is worth 

looking at one of her earlier essays, published in a Bengali 
collection of her writings, Nari Andoloner Nana Katha, titled 
“Patitar Paap.” Originally published in 1958 in the women’s 
association journal Ghare Baire, it deals with prostitution. 

The title sums up her attitude, for Patita means “the fallen 
woman,” and paap is “sin.” Apparently, back in the 1950s there 
was already some agitation among prostitutes for organizing, 
to demand better conditions. The essay looks at Engels, at 
Lenin’s dialogue with Zetkin, and at real or supposed achieve-
ments in the USSR and China, and discusses existing laws to 
eradicate prostitution in India. 

About the prostitutes themselves and their demands there 
is a brief statement: “What the fallen women themselves are 
saying or doing is not important. … The first demand of the 
fallen woman is the demand for freedom from her fallen life. 
What they want is unimportant, the real issue is what we 
want for them and what we are doing about it.” 

Rather than a long polemic over this, I want to move to 
Marx, at a very young age, provides with a different approach. 
In The Holy Family, there is a considerable discussion of gender 
in the context of Marx’s critique of Szeliga’s analysis of the 
French socialist Eugene Sue’s novel The Mysteries of Paris.

For Sue, the emphasis is on a questionable altruism shown  
by the German Prince Rudolph. In Marx’s discussion, we find 
an examination of Fleur de Marie, a Paris prostitute, and 
Louise Morel, a sexually exploited servant of a bourgeois 
man. Marx’s description of Fleur de Marie rejects the spe-
cious philanthropy of Sue, which later affects the attitude of 
Mukherjee. 

We meet Marie surrounded by criminals, as a prostitute in bondage 
to the proprietress of the criminals’ tavern. In this debasement she 
preserves a human nobleness of soul, a human unaffectedness and a 
human beauty that impresses those around her, raise her to the level 
of a poetical flower of the criminal world and win for her the name 
of Fleur de Marie. (The Holy Family, in Marx and Engels, Collected 
Works, Vol. 4, 168)
It is not an abstract moralism by which Marx judges Fleur 

de Marie, but by how her actions affect herself and others. 
Pointing to the hardships of working class women and girls, 
Marx rejects the priest’s description of Fleur de Marie as sin-
ful. “The priest had made up his mind concerning Marie’s pen-
ance; in his own mind he has already condemned her.” (172) 

As members of the proletariat have no way to survive but 
to sell their labour power, when there is not enough other 
work the women are forced to sell their bodies to survive. 
Marx sees her entering the nunnery as an illusory consola-
tion which focuses on the mind at the expense of the body. 
Christian values forced her to focus on supposed crimes that 
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she had committed, ignoring her reality. 
Marx’s sharp remark is: “Convent life does not suit Marie’s 

individuality — she dies. Christianity consoles her only in 
imagination, or rather her Christian consolation is precisely 
the annihilation of her real life and essence — her death.” 
(176)

It could be argued that Kanak Mukherjee did not ask that 
all prostitutes be made to enter convents, whether by persua-
sion a la Rudolph or by the force of law. However, this is pre-
cisely the point — that her condemnation of the prostitutes 
as “fallen women” willy nilly pushes her in the same direction 
as Sue and Szeliga. 

It is the moral degradation of the prostitute, not the soci-
ety that has produced her, that Mukherjee’s article ends up 
stressing. Marx’s view of what she had done is put in other 
terms:

The memory of the catastrophe of her life — her selling herself to 
the proprietress of the criminals’ tavern — puts her in a melancholy 
mood. It is the first time since her childhood that she has recalled these 
events…. Finally, contrary to Christian repentance, she pronounces on 
the past the human sentence, at once Stoic and Epicurean, of a free 
and strong nature: “Enfin ce qui est fait, est fait.” [“In the end, what is 
done is done.” — ed.] (MECW v. 4, 169)
Coming from Marx, the identification Epicurean needs to 

be understood as “materialist.” And selling herself is caused 
by her need to survive. So she “considers her situation not as 
one she has freely created, not as the expression of her own 
personality, but as a fate she has not deserved.” (169)

The voice of Fleur de Marie should be given due attention: 
instead of a sweeping assertion that what she wants does not 
matter, what matters is what “we” (the liberators from above) 
want to do to her. It is ironic that a fictional Prince Rudolph is 
to appear in a Marxist garb over a century after Marx wrote. 

Marx’s attitude to the issue is clear. He is not glorifying 
the initial condition of Fleur de Marie, when she certainly 
did not voluntarily choose to become a prostitute. But the 
alternative life she was given was far worse, as Marx saw it, 
for she was made to atone for something for which she was 
not responsible. To treat the prostitute as a fallen woman is 
to put the spotlight on her, and not on the social system that 
repressed her.

Marx and Engels on the Family
It is also worth looking at both The German Ideology and 

The Communist Manifesto, for the way Marx and Engels look 
at the family. Rejecting the possibility of looking at the family 
as a unit through the ages, they stressed (this was of course 
a joint work) that one has to look at the historical context, 
particularly the social relations involved in production. 

One cannot speak of the family “as such.” Historically, the bourgeois 
gives the family the character of the bourgeois family, in which bore-
dom and money are the binding link, and which also includes the 
bourgeois dissolution of the family, which does not prevent the family 
itself from always continuing to exist. … Where the family is actually 
abolished, as with the proletariat…the concept of the family does not 
exist at all, but here and there family affection based on extremely real 
relations is certainly to be found. In the eighteenth century the concept 
of the family was abolished by the philosophers, because the actual 
family was already in process of dissolution at the highest pinnacles of 
civilisation. The internal family bond, the separate components consti-
tuting the concept of the family were dissolved, for example obedience, 
piety, fidelity in marriage, etc; but the real body of the family, the prop-

erty relation, the exclusive attitude in relation to other families, forced 
cohabitation … (MECW v. 5, 180-81)
The argument is repeated, with more rhetorical sweep, in 

The Communist Manifesto: “On what foundation is the present 
family, the bourgeois family, based? On capital, on private gain. 
In its completely developed form this family exists only among 
the bourgeoisie. But this state of things finds its complement 
in the practical absence of the family among the proletarians, 
and in public prostitution.” 

As with much of the Manifesto, there is a compression 
involved. What they seem to be arguing is that the family in 
bourgeois society needs to be viewed distinctly from pre-cap-
italist families. This family, in its ideal form, existed among the 
bourgeoisie, while the absence of ownership of the means of 
production meant that in practice such a family  tended to be 
absent in the working class. 

In the later writings of Marx we can certainly see that 
he recognized the existence of families among workers in 
practice. But there is no idealization of the family. There is no 
need to argue that Marx had arrived at positions developed by 
feminists. There is certainly no elaboration of the concept of 
patriarchy. What I am getting at is that Marx is simply pointing 
out that there is no universal form of family across time.

The German Ideology also provides some evidence of a 
much more complex attitude to women’s supposed inferiority. 
The discussion on the gender division of labour points out 
that the natural division that exists due to women’s different 
biology turns into something social, with wife and child being 
described as the first slaves of the husband. 

Since this original “natural” division is seen in societies that 
have underdeveloped productive forces, social and productive 
development would render the division no longer necessary. 
At the same time, since women are “enslaved” (whether this 
was based on Marx’s class analysis and/or whether it was 
a linguistic turn of phrase), this suggests that technological 
improvement alone would not lead to women’s improvement. 
Rather, a suggestion exists that they would have to fight for 
their emancipation. 

In an essay of 1846, to which Michael Löwy draws attention 
in his The Theory of Revolution in the Young Marx, Marx looks at 
family-based and other “private” oppressions. Löwy argues 
that the essay “amounts to a passionate protest against patri-
archy, the enslavement of women, including bourgeois women, 
and the oppressive nature of the bourgeois family.” Löwy adds 
that there are few things like this in Marx’s later writings. 

Talking about the French Revolution and its aftermath, 
Marx wrote:

The revolution has not overthrown all tyrannies; the evils of which the 
arbitrary authorities were accused persist in the family, where they 
cause crises analogous to those of revolutions. (MECW v.4: 604)

Marx and Feminism
This is not to argue that Marx had prefigured every pro-

gressive step made by feminism. However, it suggests that 
Marx’s ideas very often put him closer to many feminist 
arguments and in opposition to Marxist Antifeminism. The 
argument that a political and economic revolution might not 
automatically mean the overthrow of all other oppressions, 
including particularly gender oppression, is one that would be 
made by socialist-feminists and Marxist-feminists about the 
Russian and other revolutions. 
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Kanak Mukherjee’s book Women’s Emancipation Movement 
in India ends with a quotation from Lenin. It is in fact a good 
argument that Lenin makes, since he talks about the commu-
nist women’s movement as a mass movement, not only of the 
proletariat, but of all the exploited and oppressed. (Mukherjee, 
107-8)

What Mukherjee does not say, and what Karat would hes-
itantly admit in her book, is that the overthrow of capitalism 
did not mean gender equality. “With the general erosion of 
the commitment to socialist theory by ruling communist 
parties in many of these countries over a period of time, the 
conscious ideological and cultural struggle against patriarchal 
attitudes, which were the hallmark of the early years of the 
Bolshevik revolution, all but disappeared.” (Karat, 44). 

The problem, however, was not simply the absence of 
“ideological and cultural struggles,” but the failure to under-
stand the material roots of sexism. This is where in recent 
times Marxist-feminists have taken important strides forward, 
but basing themselves firmly on Marx.

Identity, Intersectionality and Class Struggle
Anti-Marxist arguments sometime come from those who 

claim identity politics, regarding each kind of oppression in 
itself as a distinct entity. My argument is that each of these 
oppressions are real. But they cannot be solved (a) within 
capitalist society, or (b) each on its own as if there were no 
connections. Thus, Dalit caste and gender are both real clas-
sifications. As the #MeToo campaign in India has thrown up, 
sexual harassment of Dalit women is rarely acknowledged. 

Ruth Manorama, speaking at a meeting in late October, 
stressed the need to speak about the sexual harassment of 
Dalit women, which has been ignored for hundreds of years. 
Cynthia Stephen, writing about NGOs in Tamil Nadu, points 
out that when she protested against an abuser (who had 
abused another person, not herself) she was thrown out. She 

notes:
Information was shared by others, not by me, to the funders of the 
organisation where I worked about the various wrongdoings of the 
executive director and the board members. But as far as I know, they 
did nothing to intervene at the time or maybe they chose to believe 
his lies and nobody asked me for my side of the story. Was it because 
I was seen as a Dalit woman and therefore one whose opinion did not 
matter”? (https://bit.ly/2Tg1Ugn)
One way of dealing with these problems is to create a hier-

archy, deciding that certain oppressions take priority. This is 
what Antifeminist Marxism does in a way, arguing about class 
first, others later. Reversing the signs, this is what is sometimes 
done by anti-Marxist critics. 

Marxist-feminists have been in the forefront of a new anal-
ysis. From Lise Vogel and a small number of others to Tithi 
Bhattacharya in recent times, a line of argument has been 
developed, stressing that Marx’s analytical tools and his own 
discussions in Capital and elsewhere can be extended. 

Workers are sustained their paid and unpaid labor, which 
includes the care of workers, themselves as well as the care 
of the non-working members of the working-class family 
(the elderly, the children, the sick). Their survival ensures the 
replacement of their generation of workers by the next. This 
has been called social reproduction theory. 

In the essay “How Not to Skip Class,” Tithi Bhattacharya 
writes: “Instead of the complex understanding of class histor-
ically proposed by Marxist theory, which discloses a vision of 
insurgent working class power capable of transcending sec-
tional categories, today’s critics rely on a highly narrow vision 
of a ‘working class’ in which a worker is simply a person who 
has a specific kind of job.”

Bhattacharya follows closely Marx’s analysis of capitalism, 
and stresses, not that he had made all the connections, but 
that within his analysis there is scope for its expansion to a 
full-fledged social reproduction theory. Bhattacharya points 

Tea women workers in Munnar, India. They bypassed the bureaucratic and male-dominated union and went out on strike in 2015.
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out that workplace struggles are not 
the sole form in which class struggles 
are fought out. 

Workplace struggles thus have two irre-
placeable advantages: one, they have clear 
goals and targets; two, workers are con-
centrated at those points in capital’s own 
circuit of reproduction and have the col-
lective power to shut down certain parts 
of the operation. . . . But let us rethink 
the theoretical import of extra-workplace 
struggles, such as those for cleaner air, for 
better schools, against water privatization, 
against climate change, or for fairer hous-
ing policies. These reflect, I submit, those 
social needs of the working class that are 
essential for its social reproduction. They 
also are an effort by the class to demand 
its “share of civilization.” In this, they are 
also class struggles. (Viewpointmag.com, October 31, 2015.)

Bhattacharya, as well as David McNally in “Intersections and 
Dialectics: Critical Reconstructions in Social Reproduction 
Theory,” his essay in a volume Social Reproduction Theory (2017) 
edited by Bhattacharya, both argue that intersectionality the-
ory leaves unexplained the potential for a unified theory of 
oppression and exploitation. 

Nonetheless, whether we look at the context of inter-
sectionality theory in the USA where Black Feminism arose 
as a response to exclusions, or to its current applications in 
India where both Dalit women and Queer activists have been 
talking about it as a response to their exclusions from the 
“mainstream,” I would argue that we cannot treat intersec-
tionality as a failed framework.

Patricia Hill Collins had argued that oppressions should be 
seen as a single, historically created system. There do indeed 
exist multiple layers of oppression, and unless the specially 
oppressed and their conditions are understood and they have 
their own voice, one can collapse into the Cliff-type position 
where those points where men are “willing” to help must 
be foregrounded, while uncomfortable issues like rape and 
assault should be pushed to the rear. 

Intersectional politics of oppressed social groups is not 
necessarily revolutionary. But neither is it reactionary. What 
is called “identity politics” involves struggles of different social 
groups. Intersectional identity politics is a step to recognising 
that it is possible to be oppressed in one context and privi-
leged/oppressor in another. 

Dalit women in recent times have challenged the #MeToo 
campaign in India, not because they are misogynists but 
because they feel it is focussing excessively, or even solely, on 
upper caste, comfortably placed women, ignoring much more 
systematic sexual harassment and sexual violence perpetrated 
on Dalit women. 

When recently one queer activist made a Facebook post 
expressing happiness that the #MeToo campaign was showing 
that heterosexual women could also be facing trouble, most 
other queer activists took strong exception. 

Intersectionality is therefore an awareness that there is 
not one homogeneous, simplified exploiter beating in the 
same way upon all the downtrodden. And it is an attempt 
to raise the awareness that unless the struggle for social 

progress consciously incorporates all 
the oppressions, they can never be 
overcome in some automatic man-
ner. The struggle for empowerment 
and representation of one oppressed 
group can even further the oppression 
of another oppressed group if it does 
not act self-critically with regard to its 
own tactics and rhetoric. 

Intersectionality may not lead to 
revolutionary directions. But the con-
cept of the proletariat as a “universal 
class” in Marx suggests how Marx 
also provides a possible link between 
class struggle and intersectionality. If 
the emancipation of the proletariat is 
not possible without the emancipation 

of all the oppressed, this needs to be understood, not as an 
automatic function of an ideal proletarian revolution, but as 
the process where multiple oppressions are seen, addressed, 
and given proper representation. 

For example, it might mean the need for building mass 
working class organizations where women, Dalits, Dalit women, 
queers, are represented in the program, in the organization, 
and in the leadership in increasingly growing numbers.

So we need to see that Marx’s method provides us with 
the tools to integrate different oppressions and shows how 
capitalism binds them together. Intersectionality shows us that 
these distinct oppressions do have autonomous dimensions. 
Today we find that a (re)turn to Marx has a lot to do with the 
pressure of concrete struggles. 

If we did not acknowledge this, we might again turn to a 
wooden Marxism that would reduce class to abstract, caste-
less, raceless, genderless humans who simply sell their labor 
power at the marketplace. Marxist theory and practice must 
move forward, not back.  n
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Gender Discrimination At Working Place 
Sanju Lal 

[Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 

Ramakrish na Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, West Bengal, India] 

Introduction: 

Abstract: The worth of a civilization can be judged by the place given to women in the 
society. The female workforce is rising in most parts of the world so what explains its slide 

in India?Why should a woman have a job? Because, it makes a dramatic difference to her 

life. Working and earning, the capacity to control assets, gives her a boost in decision 

making, and lowers domestic violence. This paper enquires thoroughly this questions 

Key Words : Sexual Harassment, Personal Space, Male Counterpart, Provision 

of Opportunities. 

4 

One of several factors that justify the greatness of Indias ancient culture is the honourable place 

granted to women. In Vedic era women had sufficient freedom of going to attend fairs, festival, and 
assembles. They were not confined to four walls of their family houses. There is no purdah system. 

The Muslims influence on India cause considerable deterioration in the status of women. They were 

deprived of their right to equality with man. Raja Ram Mohan Roy started a moveme ntagainst this 

inequality and subjugation. The contact of Indian culture with that of the British also brought 

improvement in the status of women. The third factor in the revival ofwomen's position was influence 
of Mahatma Gandhi who induced women to participate in the freedom movement. In morden era 

we have any number of role models of women who have excelled as able ruler or administrators. It 

can be aptly stated that empowering the girl child leads to further empowerment of women.All over 
the world education is one of the most significant means for empowering any individual or community 

in general, and women and girl in particular. 

loday women are educated, they are already famous as being the best homemakers but they are 

now spreading their wings and their horizons out of the four walls of the house. They are also 

aspiring to become independent; they are also getting established like any other male entrepreneur 
and professional. In modern India, women have held high offices including that of the President, 
PTime Minister, Speaker of the LokSabha, Leader of the Opposition, Union Ministers, Chief Ministers 

and Governors. Women's rights under the Constitution of India mainly include equality, dignity, 
and freedom from discrimination; additionally, India has various statutes governing the rights of 

women. Women in India now participate fully in areas such as education, sports, politics., media, art 
and culture, service sectors, science and tech nology, etc. Indira Gandhi, who served as Prime Minister 
of India for an aggregate period offifteen years, is the world's longest serving woman Prime Minister. 
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THE MAKING OF THE AUDIENCE IN COLONIAL 
BENGALI PUBLIC THEATRE 

Sunetra Mitra 

Abstract 

In the context of the emergence of the diffuse public formed in 
the course of the commercialisation of cultural production, the 
proscenium theatre in the second half of the 19th century in Bengal 
established a potentially and indefinitely expansible constituency. 
Bengali theatre actively sought to construct its audiences as a new 
kind of public, different from the personal audiences, meeting 
only as part of a community celebration. In addressing this 
expanded public/ audience, the new theatres implicitly assigned 
to it a certain relationship to spectacle. This paper argues that the 
audiences in colonial Bengal were a historical product. Western style 
theatres in the second half of the nineteenth century in Calcutta, 
as a metropolitan form, addressed an audience that was truly 
cosmopolitan in its outlook and often transregional. These theatres 
used both European and Indian conventions and contents, thus 
pioneering new ways of seeing. The paper discusses the nature of 
Bengali audience, how it changed with the institutionalisation and 
economics of entertainment through reading of autobiographies, 
memoirs and newspaper reviews of contemporary times. The paper 
argues that the concept of the public/ audience, as a new form of 
coming together became characteristic of the colonial era. The 

audience/public addressed was anonymous and undifferentiated 
who like the new public theatre came to represent the "desire for a 
reformed, recognizable other, as a subject of difference that is almost 
the same, but not quite." 

Keywords: Audience, Proscenium Theatre, Colonial, Spectacle 

* Assistant Professor of History, Ramkrishna Sarada Mision Vivekananda 
Vidyabhavan, Kolkata (West Bengal) 
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Education Research & Analysis Vol: 8, Issue 1, January, 2021 

DIGITAL Education in Higher Education, 

Eavironment Consciousness and Green World Movement During 

Pandemic in West Bengal and Bangladesh 

Sanju Lal 

[Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science 

Pamakrisna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, West Bengal] 

Abstract: The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has put the world of higher 

education, in Europe and worldwide, under great threat. This crisis has forced Higher 

Pancation Institutions (HEIS) to swiftly change their status quo, their ways of working 

and their environments, dramatically shaking up our communities. At the same time, 

ie situation has also brought to light the rigidity of our current higher education systerm, 

and rigidity we are noW confronted with and which will inevitably have to change as a 

onnseguence of current or future lockdowns. Corridors and lecture rooms are empty, 

following their courses by online and digital means. International 
most students are 

mobility as we know it is under threat. According to the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), over 800 million learners from around 

the world have been affected, 1 in 5 learners cannot attend school, 1 in 4 cannot attend 

higher education classes, and over 102 countries have ordered nationwide school 

closures while 11 have implemented localized school closure. 

Key Words : Environment, Pandemic, Global Campaign For Education , World Health 

Organization 

Introduction : 

The Global Campaign for Education (GCE) acknowledges the public health decision to 

close schools; they believe that contingency plans should be in place to ensure the right to 

education even in times of crisis. GCE is convinced that all learners no matter where they live 

and circumstances have a right to education. Education is an essential right for children, young 

priority from the very beginning of any and all 

and adults in emergencies and must be 

emergency responses. The outbreak of COVID-19 impacted public health and safety and the 

educational systems worldwide. For fear of the further spread of diseases, most educational 

institutions, including Bangladesh and West Bengal have postponed their face-to-face teaching. 

This paper is going to discuss on paperless education in higher education, environment 

consciousness and green world movement in West Bengal and Bangladesh. 

In Bangladesh, the first Covid-19 patients were tracked on March 8 in the capital, and in 

west Bengal first positive case of corona virus found 15 March in the capital, and as a result, the 

Country went into general lockdowns from March 26 in Bangladesh and from 24 March in West 

Bengal. Since then, people are keeping themselves at home except for emergencies while 

educational institutions and most industries and business centers remain shut. According to the 

government decision, direct educational activities are stopped in Bangladesh due to the dreadful 

effect of the COVID-19 pandemic. Thinking of the present situation, the University Grants 
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Status Of Women In Social Movements In India 
Sanju Lal 

|A ssistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 
Ramakrisna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, West Bengal, India] 

Abstract : Movements are not themselves actors, movements are something that 
people create to press for social change. Social movements are generally seen as 

phenomena of the modem era. Social movement has been defined as an organized 

effort by a group of people either to bring or resist change in the society. Social 

movements adopt protest, confrontation or conflict as a method to focus attention on 

different issues and attempt to bring about qualitative changes in the traditional social 
structures and social relationships, which are unequal and oppressive. Women's 

movements are that they are led by women and for women. The women's movement 

is an important variant of social movements. It is an important but neglected aspect of 

studies on social movements like tribal and ethnic, peasant and workers, backward 

classes, cultural and religious movements, etc. Women's movement is an important 

variant of social movement in the sense that it aims to bring changes in the institutional 

arrangements, values, customs and beliefs in the society that have subjugated women 

over the years. 

Key words : Qualitative Changes, Social Relationships, Backward Classes, Tribal 

and Ethnic Movements. 

Introduction : There were several evil social practices like Sati (burning of widow on the 

funeral pyre of her husband), child marriage, ban on widow remarriage, polygamy etc. During 

the British rule the spread of English education and Western liberal ideology among Indians 

and spread of Christianity and missionary activities, resulted in a number of movements for 

social change and religious reform in the nineteenth century. The reform movements of 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries focused on women's issues. The Brahmo Samaj. 

Prarthana Samaj and the Arya Samaj played imnportant role in projecting women's issues in a 

wider context. 

As a result of the social reform movement of the 19th century, the social evils were 

eliminated and opportunities were provided to women for their education. In the national 

movement for the first time many women belonging to the middle class, were started to taking 

part in the political activities. 

Pandita Ramabai was other Indian social reformer, a champion for the emancipation 

of women, and a pioneer in education. Her book The High Caste Hindu Woman" was a 
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Economic Aspect of Education 

Dr. Sanchali Bhattacharya, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, 

Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan 

 

Abstract: 

This paper illustrates some methodological issues regarding estimates of rate of return to 

educational investment. It discusses the world patterns of economic aspect of education and 

in this context tries to focus on some major problems. This paper also points out some 

important controversies on the economic aspect of education. 

Keywords: Education, Rate of Return, Estimates, Educational Investment, World Pattern, 

Female Education, Male Education, General Education, Vocational Education. 

 

Introduction: 

In the budgetary allocation for the formal education systems of the developing countries it 

can be observed that in many developing countries the shape of allocation is like an inverted 

pyramid. Overall secondary and tertiary education receives public resources more than four 

times compared to that in primary education. Implementation of human development strategy 

for the developing countries requires a change in the composition of government spending, 

e.g. low-priority public expenditure like debt servicing, expenditure of military and internal 

security, reducing subsidies for some public enterprises like airlines, luxury hotels etc., 

reducing the social security schemes by which the urban elite class is benefitted and above all 

reallocation of resources towards the activities which benefit the larger number of people like 

public health, compulsory primary education etc. 

To establish this human development strategic view returns to investment in education play 

an important role. In this present study some methodological issues are discussed regarding 

estimates of rate of return to educational investment. 

Estimates of Rate of Return to Educational Investment: Some Methodological Issues: 

There are four major estimates of rate of return to educational investment. These are as 

follows:  

1. Benefit-Cost Ratio (BCR) Method 

2. Net Present Value (NPV) Method 

3. Elaborate Method 

4. Earnings Function Method 
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Abstract 

The Legendary Forerunners of the Indian Constitution 
Sabita Chaudhuri 

Associate Professor of Political Science 
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, Dum Dum 

This paper tries to reiterate the intent attachments of revered Begum Aizaz Rasul and Dakshayani 
Velayudhan in shaping our Indian Constitution. They, along with the other legendary women 
associates, were firm believers in Gandhian ways and trusted in an all inclusive attribute of the Indian 
society. In spite of their reverse socio-economic background Begum Aizaz Rasul and Dakshayani 
Velayudhan were in the same boat as far as their commitments to the marinalised were concerned. 
Both were very apprehensive about the contemporary caste, gender and religious biases in India. The 
prevalent societal issues obligated them to be engaged in the social and political works as well. As the 
integral parts of the Constituent Assembly their responsive participations in the debates were praise 
worthy. Dakshayani remained with Ambedkar most of the time on 'Scheduled Castes-issues. Both 
Begum Aizaz Rasul and Velayudhan were in opposition to the reservation system in any sector for 
minorities and Scheduled Castes respectively. They strived in the Constituent Assembly as well as in 
parliamentary platforms for the empowerment of the discriminated sections of the Indian people and 
left immense impacts. Dakshayani represented the Cochin Legislative Council and Provincial 
Parliament. Begum Aizaz Rasul also proved herself as a knowledgeable one in the legislative bodies 
and in the state executive. This paper based on secondary data would like to restate their remarkable 
deeds and dreams of an inclusive India. 

On this 75th year of Independence of our country, when we are acknowledging the extensive and 
hard struggle of our freedom fighters, we should and must simultaneously remember the luminary, 
thoughtful women personalities who triumphed over all social hindrances to put together, in 
framing the constitutional provisions, one of the most cited Constitutions of the world, the Indian 

Constitution. 
The Constitution is notably one of the most comprehensive constitutions in the world. And it 

turned out to be so voluminous and excellent because of the highly educated and revered panel of 

the Drafting Committee of the Constituent Assembly (CA). 

The representation of women in the Constituent Assembly was not ideal, rather meager. They 

were only fifteen in number out of three hundred and eighty nine members. But the scholarly and 

glorious contributions of these talented personae have left an outright and perpetual impact on the 

country and the world with their hard work in framing our constitutional provisions. Virtually all or 

these stalwart members were associated with the national movements and their commitnent to 
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Democracy: Past, Present and Future in India 

Sanju Lal 
[Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 

Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidybhavan, West Bengal] 

Abstract: In the phrase of Abraham Lincoln, democracy is a government "of the 
people, by the people, and for the people." In the dictionary definition, democracy "is 
government by the people in which the supreme power is vested in the people and 
exercised directly by them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system."India 
is the largest democracy in the world. Afterseventy five years of independence we 
have witnessed the conduct of successful elections, peaceful changes of govermment 
at the Centre and in the States, people exercising freedom of expression, movement 
and religion. India has also been developing and transforming economically and 
socially. At the samne time we, quite often, listen complains about prevalent inequalities, 
injustice or non-fulfillment of expectations of certain sections of the society. These 
people do not feel themselves participative in the democratic process. 

Keywords: Democracy, Directive Principles, Human Rightss,Constituent Assembly. 

Introduction 

In India our established mechanisms of representation (regular elections, political 
parties, and parliament) are necessary, but not much sufficient for a democratic society. 

Other key elements include the active participation of people in politics and civic life with 
some measure of shared values related to civic responsibilities; protection of the human 
rights of all citizens, including minorities; and the equal application of laws to all people. 
An independent media and access to accurate information are essential. The objective of 
my paper is to identify major problems and challenges being faced by Indian democracy 
and recognize the corrective measures for improving the Indian democratic system. I would 
also like to highlight the role of political leadership. We need more discussion on what it is 
to be a politician and what is expected of those who are elected to represent others. 

In the last decade, demagogues have been on the rise. Once in power, elected leaders 
with authoritarian inclinations have often entrenched themselves in governments, while 
intense party polarization has left voters blind to autocrats' abuses. Furthermore, as voters 
seem increasingly susceptible to misinformation, the rise of economic inequality has made 
democracy vulnerable to capture by powerful interest. The elements of democratic 
governance (such as elections or parliaments) which the international community often 
find easiest to support have not necessarily created sustainable change within societies or 
provided the greatest benefits for people. We also need to pay attention to supporting political 
culture, organization and norms, and civic engagement.There is a widespread perception 
that democracy is in need of reshaping with an emphasis on participation, engagement, 
transparency, responsiveness, accountability and effectiveness. 
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RESISTANCE ART 

Bengali Theatre: Defying Colonial Ban 

he proscenium theatre in India began in 
the two colonial metropolises of Calcutta 
and Bombay towards the second half of 
the eighteenth century. However, it was not 

before 1850s that plays written in Bengali started to 
be staged in the lavish private theatres of the Calcutta 
aristocracy with very limited viewers. Throughout 
the 1860s, these elite controlled theatres presented a 
number of outstanding plays addressing contemporary, 
social themes like widow remarriage, polygamy, class 
and racial oppression, etc. The theatres aroused popular 
interest and the very restrictive nature of these theatres 
led to the emergence of the public theatre that grew upon 
the enthusiasm and determination of the educated, middle 
class youth for whom the new medium held enormous 
scope for entertainment and voicing their opinions. 

The new public theatre embraced a wider audience and 
preferences as its ingredients. Having 
attained its own autonomous status as 

valid artistic/performative articulation, 
this theatre responded to the socio 
political situation. 

T 

16 

By depicting India's heroic past, the dramatists inspired patriotism, encouraged participation in 
the ftreedom struggle, and offered an antidote to spreading cultural colonisation. The colonial 

public theatre in this way became reflective of national character and in a sense was a system of 

organisation and consumption that modelled national behaviour. 

The colonial government had to 

employ a strategy to control institutions 
like the theatre that would prohibit 
any tendency "likely to excite feelings 
of disaffection to the government 
established by law in British India," or 
"likely to deprave and corrupt persons 
present at the performance," or was 
"otherwise prejudicial to the interests of 
the public." The increasing popularity of 
the plays made the government sensitive 
towards portrayals that were "obscene," 

BENGALI 
THEATRE 
200 YEARS 
UTPAL K BANERJEL 

Dr Sunetra Mitra 

lacked in morality" and went against "public interests." 
The actor or owner of the theatre fiouting these conditions 

was liable for punishment "on conviction before a 
Magistrate with imprisonment for term which may 
extend to three months or with fine or with both." The 
Great National Theatre of Babu Bhuban Mohan Niyogi 
was soon singled out for violating these parameters. The 
farce, Gajadanand Yuvaraj came under censorship and 
its acting was stopped. The police came down heavily 
on the theatre for alleged derision of High Court lawyer, 
Jagadanand Mukhopadhyay for his excessive loyalty 
towards the ruling class. Following this, censorship was 
clamped on the play, Surendra-Binodini on grounds of 
vulgarity and obscenity even though the real provocation 
was the depiction of a British official as a rapist. Many 
of the actors were also put under custody. Later that year. 
the Dramatic Performances Act (1876) was passed and 

public theatre was effectively barred 
from using overtly subversive political 
messages. The Act extended to the whole 
of India and by the powers it conferred 
on the local governments, it could stop 
the performance and suppress or fortet 
any drama, which, in its opinion, may 
be considered seditious, obscene or 
defamatory. Within the next three months. 
the Vernacular Press Act was also passed 
into law by the same government by Lord 

Lytton on November. 1877. Thus, both 
the stage and the press Were Suppressed. 

Though the latter was removed by 
Lord Ripon, the Dramatic Performances 

Act continued to Operate for the next 

seventy years. 
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Book Reviews

Engagements with the Ordinary: A Reading  
of Veena Das

Veena Das, Textures of the Ordinary: Doing Anthropology after Wittgenstein. Orient Black 
Swan, 2020, xi + 409 pp., `1350, ISBN: 9789390122677 (Hardback).

Textures of the Ordinary is a collection of essays on the dimensions of the everyday by the noted 
anthropologist Veena Das. For Das, the everyday can be found at multiple sites and conjured differently—
at the level of domesticity, political community and the larger social contract—but framing all these 
imaginings is the “idea that everyday is a site on which the life of the other is engaged, that it is the space 
not only of habit but of reinhabitation” (pp. 15–16). Das underlines the characteristic elusiveness of  
the everyday, which she contends as arising from the very fact of its obviousness, that it unfolds right 
before our eyes. The book is predominantly an engagement with the anthropological method—immersion 
into the everyday presents puzzlements, and not straightforward patterns, to the author as ethnographer 
who falls back on her readings of Wittgenstein’s philosophy to grapple with the perplexities of the field. 

It is useful to note that the subtext of the book Doing Anthropology after Wittgenstein does not imply 
a simple quest for a “philosophical anthropology”; rather, it points to the parallels between the 
anthropological intent of the author, and, questions arising from the philosophy of Wittgenstein which 
she has long engaged with through the writings of Stanley Cavell. An instructive exposition of this 
relationship is to be found on page 16 of the Introduction. Quoting a paragraph by Cavell focusing on an 
abstract philosophical moment in Wittgenstein where he talks about his philosophy having “destroyed” 
what lay before, Das writes of how she is moved by the imageries of destruction being evoked (p. 16). 
She concludes that acts of destruction usually bear little regard for what it is that is being destroyed. It 
would indeed require a thorough reimagining of lives and what is being lost in order to understand how 
places of devastation are made habitable once again by picking up the pieces and remaking the place. 
Wittgenstein’s philosophy does not provide an easy beacon for Das to follow; instead, moments of 
engagement with his philosophy push Das to see the everyday in a specific light which becomes the 
cornerstone of her engagements with the ordinary. 

The Introduction in itself is an immensely rich anthropological text that reiterates some of the key 
themes explored by Das in her earlier writings on violence, social suffering and the renormalisation of 
everyday life. At the same time, with almost Malinowskian undertones, the essay outlines the role of an 
anthropologist, as envisaged by Das. An enduring focus is on the nature of anthropological concepts, 
which instead of bearing a metaphysical origin, are, according to Das, deeply rooted in the concrete and 
emerge from an eye to ethnographic detail. Her reading of Wittgensteinian concepts (p. 8), especially 
their undefined, non-instructive nature, predisposes her to an understanding in which rather than 
“explaining” the reality that lies outside and confronts the individual, the concepts are deeply located in 
experience and are vulnerable to it. For Das, genuine anthropological engagement consists of the ability 
to allow oneself to be marked by the pain of the other and to allow the knowledge of the other to  
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happen to them (p. 16). She does not discard a commitment to ethnographic method but rather valorises 
“voices” and subjectivities from the “field” as another route of knowing which further complicates the 
understanding of the ordinary. It is here that one gets a sense of what she implies by “context” and her 
perpetual anxiety over trying to frame it with terms that are alien to it.

“Words” indeed occupy a central place in Das’ understanding of ethnographic context. Her preoccu-
pation does not lie as much with the meaning of a word, an utterance or a phrase as with the understand-
ing as to how a philosophical grammar and its associative criteria give meaning to words. Language is 
viewed as integral to forms of life, alive and meaningful in its usage than standing outside a reality that 
it claims to represent. The element of subjective voice, which rests on the assurance that one’s words are 
meaningful because someone receives them as meaningful, and its restoration remain key concerns for 
the author and lie at the very core of her ethnographic intent. The issue of context is, thus, perceived, 
above all, as oriented towards understanding how sense emerges within a particular lifeworld. 

Other important themes that run through Introduction and reappear in many of the subsequent essays 
include those of everyday acts of violence, the different imaginings of threat, the place of politics within 
the ordinary, neglect as a political principle, the role of care in remaking a “new” normal, the diverse 
possibilities of a return to an altered ordinary and negotiations that are part of this journey. Like Cavell, 
Das also dwells on the problem of scepticism which, rather than being an epistemic question, becomes a 
site for making claims to subjectivity. She, however, takes scepticism into the realm of the social where 
it becomes a “site where we can see culturally specific transfigurations that provide the context of living 
with such issues” (p. 17). Scepticism and the uncanny also remain recurrent themes in the volume. 

Das clarifies at the outset the proposed relationship she seeks with her readers. The reader is imagined 
as a concrete other, a “you” vis-à-vis the author, whom she allows a peek into her anthropological 
journey. The volume is autobiographical, and Das seeks to revisit and recount her experiences from her 
earlier fieldwork conducted in many low-income neighbourhoods in Delhi hoping to find her own voice 
through “words” collected in the process. Aspects of the everyday are woven into each of the essays 
alongside her own readings of Wittgenstein and Cavell which she labels as representing a particular 
lineage of thought, a parampara (tradition) as it were. While dwelling on the relationship between 
anthropology and philosophy, Das surmises that hers is not a search for better foundations for anthropology 
by inquiring into the human as a general category; rather it is a means for locating the human itself by 
“engaging with the concrete in specific milieus” (p. 19). 

Each of the chapters highlights a specific dimension of the everyday while reiterating some of the 
common themes that have been a feature of Das’ anthropology. Chapter 1 which has earlier appeared in the 
Annual Review of Anthropology (1998) sets out Das’ understanding of culture and introduces the key 
concept of forms of life. Culture is viewed as a resource through which individuals forge belonging and 
which they draw from or contest to find their own voice and singularity through history. Chapter 2 meanders 
into the realm of everyday politics where a large set of negotiations for securing access to civic infrastructure 
on part of poorer urban dwellers is viewed as constituting a site of politics. In Chapters 3, 5 and 6, Das takes 
up the issues of ethics, desire and mental illness and care, respectively, and seeks to locate them within the 
realm of the ordinary. By drawing on fieldwork, she demonstrates how deviations from the normative are 
not about an escape from habit but rather open up new possibilities, through improvisations and innovations, 
for inhabiting the everyday. In between, Chapter 4 is of a slightly different orientation, and Das underlines 
the predicaments that arise in accessing the ever elusive everyday. By drawing on her readings in philosophy 
and episodes from her own fieldwork and biography, she tries to find the “emissaries” that the everyday 
sends out in order to be recognised. She locates words and gestures that “suddenly swells up” (p. 146) 
within utterances as symbols conveying far deeper, hidden meanings of everyday processes—in this case, 
pertaining to issues of kinship and intimacy—than usual observations allow. Chapter 7 takes off from the 
issue of pathological normativity explored in Chapter 6 and turns to the literary—in this case, a reading of 
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the novelist J. M. Coetzee—to ask what kind of responsibility devolves on us as being members of a 
political community where the state often takes recourse to violence, even when consent for such violence 
is never given. Here, the issue of agreement in the forms of life is placed alongside that of consent in the 
making of a political community. Chapter 8 is a particularly instructive chapter, perhaps one of the most 
engaging in the volume, in which Das takes up the unfortunate event of the disappearance of a child from 
a Delhi slum and follows the subsequent unfolding of the case in the courts of law to underline how 
contradictory language and legal production of facticity, based on a range of factors such as tenor, mood 
and voice of witnesses within the courtroom to processes outside of it such as police harassment, bribes and 
scandals, serve to bring the textures of the everyday into the formal language of law.

Chapters 9–11 are of a somewhat different nature and address directly the question of anthropological 
knowledge and its relation to philosophy and literature. Chapter 9 follows Wittgenstein’s critique of 
Frazer’s reflections on primitive belief and ritual to argue for a more meaningful interface between 
philosophy and anthropology. Das builds on Wittgenstein’s attention to “our common background as 
humans” to argue that had Frazer paid attention to this fact, he might have been able to identify the 
commonalities that exist between practices in his own society and that of the so-called primitives he 
studied. Chapter 10 takes up a reading of classical texts of British social anthropology to offer a critical 
perspective on how anthropological concepts have been traditionally generated, chiefly how a European 
“common sense” has come to pervade anthropological concepts which are then viewed as general and, 
thus, applicable equally across all societies. In the final chapter, Das draws from anthropological 
literature on grief and rehabilitation to argue how concepts in anthropology can potentially emerge from 
the most quotidian of experiences, including those of the ethnographer in the field. Here, we encounter 
not as much of Das’ own “voice” as that of Renato Roslado whose “anthropoetry” (p. 309), after the 
occasion of his wife’s tragic death while doing fieldwork, presents for the author new possibilities for 
both anthropology and the anthropologist for making sense of the ordinary.

Immensely rich in scope, the essays in the volume can be read at various levels. Crucially, they reiterate 
an understanding of the everyday as a site where the lives of humans are engaged within their relationship 
to the concrete. Several of the essays (Chapters 1 and 3–7) have been published earlier as individual 
research papers. Nonetheless, they come together beautifully to represent the career and thought of one of 
the most engaging social anthropologists in contemporary times. The volume is well annotated, and the 
notes provide an excellent reference system to locate many of the observations made by the author in the 
essays in the context of her earlier work. As a collection, it picks up various strands of Das’ thoughts and 
practice of anthropology. It does not claim to present any authoritative account of anthropological practice 
but rather guides the reader back to the question of what it is to inhabit the ordinary.

A fact that is perhaps worth a mention for anyone reading this volume is that much of it rests in part 
on prior familiarity with Das’ work. The notes are useful but are not always sufficient for explaining the 
context in which some of the observations are made by the author. However, that is perhaps understandable, 
given the volume’s autobiographical intent and the effort to pack snippets from an anthropological 
engagement that spans over three decades in the neighbourhoods of Delhi. The references to the 
philosophy of Wittgenstein through the writings of Cavell and to those of Cora Diamond, Sandra Laugier, 
Alice Cray among others, can potentially pose a challenge to the uninitiated. Familiarity with literature 
on the relationship between anthropology and philosophy can only help in grasping the intensity and 
breadth of this otherwise fascinating volume.
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