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Imperialism and Nationhood in Children’s
Books in Colonial Bengal

Gargi Gangopadhyay

Abstract « This article examines perceptions of colonlal modernity as experienced
by middle-class Bengali children in Calcutta at the turn of the twentieth century.
This was the time in which the foundations of modern Calcutta and moderm Bengali
childhood were laid, and in which urban cultures of education and entertainment
gradually replaced precolonial pattermns of childhood. This article examines these
transformations and assesses their role in the formation of new sodal norms that
were to define middle -class Bengali childhood until the end of the twentieth
century.

Keywords « Bengal, childhood, children’s books, city, education, entertainment,
reform

he “long nineteenth century,” or Victorian period, saw the birth of

modern’ Bengal and the growth of the metropolis of Calcutta, the
capital of the British Empire in India.* As India’s first colonial city, Cal-
cutta was the epicenter of momentous changes in the economic, political,
cultural, and social history of the Indian subcontinent.

While political, institutional, and cultural changes have been well
documented in critical historiographies ol Calcutta, similar shilis in the
private sphere have attracted academic attention only recently; of these
phenomena, the changes alfecting children and the ways in which urban
stimuli altered Bengali childhood have been among the least studied.
Parallel to the significant transformations in the public world of schools
and formal education, a subtle shiflt occurred within the private domain
of the home and family, induding in the sphere of child rearing. Early
nineteenth-century memories of Bengali childhood, such as those in
the biography ol Ramtanu Lahiri, differ greatly from the experiences
recorded by Punyalata Chakraborty or Nirad C. Chaudhuri at the end
of the century.’ Many of these changes. motivated by new urban, socio-
economic demands, ook place in the modern environment of the city,
creating a framework that continues to determine the lives of middle-
and upper-middle-class Bengali children to this day.

The shilt Irom the village home or desh 1o the remted urban dwelling
or basha caused an enormous change in the social lives ol children in
both the private and public spheres, as the growing city, with its new

Joyrmal of Eduentong Media
Memary, and Society Volume 10, ksue 1, Spring 2018:43-81 © GEI
dot: 10.3167/jemms 2018100105 55N 041-6938 (Prnt), 55N X041 -6%46 (Online) ..‘
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Abstract

This article examines perceptions of colonial modernity as experienced by middle-class Bengali
children in Calcutta at the turn of the twentieth century. This was the time in which the
foundations of modern Calcutta and modern Bengali childhood were laid, and in which urban
cultures of education and entertainment gradually replaced preccolonial patterns of childhood.
This article examines these transformations and assesses their role in the formation of new
social norms that were to define middle-class Bengali childhood until the end of the twentieth
century.
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resulting in their efforts to either maintain or

contend with propriety.
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Feminism

Feminism is a study of awareness, jge.
ology, philosophy, theoretical approach, attitude
of mind to deal with women’s oppressio, and
exploitation and to do away with patriarchg|
control over their life inside the home angd out-
side. However, feminist analysis has to be co;.
related with activism, action plan and paric.

ment would stay at its own place and pac:

The main goal of feminist activities is 1o
end the existing gender inequality in the
ety. Feminist activities point to various id
gies and movements aimed at ensuring wo
participation in all spheres, social, political,
tural and economic. The basic demands of '
feminists include electoral suffrage, right tc
herited Property, right to education, equalit
marital life, equal opportunities in politics -
business, equal pay for equal work, materni
leave, etc. Historically, women have been |
victims of deprivation, so feminists emphasize
the overallempowerment of women.

Feminists also work to establish rights
and dignity over their bodies and seek to pro-
tect women and girls from rape, sexual abuse
and domestic abuse. According to various theo-
ries, a feminist can be of any gender or only a
woman (in this case feminjst men will be a
‘profeminist’) who believes jn feminism

The feminist theory €Mmanating frém the
feminist movement seeks tq understand the
nature of gender inequality by analyzing the role
of women in society and theijr €xperiences of
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Styles in articulatiop of a radical discourse on
globalization

SAHELI ROYCHOWDHURY
Assistant Professor
. !)epartment of Political Science
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, Kolkata (W.B.) India

ABSTRACT

piscourse is vifal in both (§eliberat.e political education and mobilization of people in contentious

litics. GlObﬂlanﬂtlon, parllcu!arly its contemporary escalated form, has provoked critics and popular
movements in llb.ﬂ:al democratic systems in the global south. Political parties founded on some reading
orMMxism-Lenlnlsm‘haV‘e been engaged in creation of a radical understanding of the neo-liberal turn
.y the wake of globalization. They use both print and oral exhortation to motivate victims of such

:me change in economic policy. This paper examines the articulation of anti-globalization discourse
by the State Coo::dination Comittee of West Bengal Government Employees® Associations, a union
qunioﬂs of service sector _rmddle class white-collar employees in West Bengal. Despite its electqral
marginality, it is worthwhl-le to do 50 because it exemplifies the interface between labour union
intellectualism and pragmatics of political indoctrination and political mobilization. This would be true
for any political formation irrespective of'its ideological moorings, and in any incidence of comenm}ls

litics. Articulation of the discourse by the union leadership and the associated political pundits
requires an appropriate choice of style in political communication -the paper focuses on two such

styles.

Key Words : Globalization, Radical discourse, Political mobilization, Articulation

INTRODUCTION

Preliminary observations :
In WegBen gal, the union of below-officer level state government employees — known as the

State Coordination Committee of West Bengal Govemmer}t Employee.s, PtssociatiOHS, @sua]l:y
ferred to as the Coordination Committee) had been id?ologwally, orgar-nzatlonally and POC:{“C?_ y
linked with the Communist Party of India (Marxist) W!HCh was founded in | 964Tt.tTh¢; ::dosrrl dt:a ::]:
Committee had its inception in 1956. With various .ShIﬂS and turns, the Cgmm‘. ‘:’an p demozgratic
various stages of growth, but from 1977 onwards, it had consolidated trade unfnc; e
fights, ensured fulfillment of a wide range of demands, and had ke GRS P

- 01:04). . B Voo e
Ufgaral‘;aengng anc.lt:no,v eg}::;?"(-ill&t:sr zggnemu; the global socialist discourse against capitalism,
ommittee’s di

d the present phase of its accelerated growth, namely globalization. It must be admitted that

E 18). Stylesin articulation ofa radical discourse on globalization.

low to cite this Article: Roychowdhury, Saheli (20
Mernat, J, Appl. So. Sei,, 5 (7) : 1047-1054.
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" Celebritization of Voice Over in Animation
Movies : A Bollywood Experience

Aditi Das

Department of Journalism and Mass Communication
Panihati Mahavidyalaya

® Abstract:

Indian Film Industry is celebrating its 100 years of jour-
ney. SmceRajaHathhandmtochhh,wchavem
many kind of films here. Different genre of films were intro-
duced here time to time and the viewers gladly accepted
them. Few got success and few faced loss at the Box Office.
But the journey never got stopped. Animation Films are
newer there than Hollywood. It was only in 1957 India’s first
ever animation film was made named "The Banyan Deer”
under the production of film Division of India. Viewers were
aware awe strucked after seeing such things for the first time
on screen. Very soon it becomes very popular. From a child
to an adult everyone loves animation films. They love the
portrayal of the characters-their voice, expression, cuteness,
actions, dialogues, etc. As a result a new type of requirement
arosewmchmcalledﬂwdanandofagoodsnppomvevmm
over artist who would lend his/her voice to match the anime
characters to make it believable and acceptable. A good
career option was in making. Many artists tried their hands
and built a successful career as a voice over artist. Though
their real faces were remained unknown, but their voices
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Abstract

Orhan pamuk’s slimulilli_ng rc"flding x?nd v.\.'riting of the magnificent past of his ¢j

1stanbul weaves .;\ magical Ll“_f“"“ in his partly m.emo'r and autobiugraphicg,;

/\-;..'f-'f‘”‘! Memories .m"! the City. Alth()l}gh by conjuring the past of the city

-y tions as a historian, Pamuk also'rcmlnds us that his text is a8 much ah .c

i destiny as much about the city. It is in the process of discove ‘om his
\.1.\\1’:: m‘{' o5 between these two purposes as well as segregating one from t;;ngmme
::-T:;In;;.‘- one personal, noslfnlgic m.1d th.c oll}er as impersonal and objective that ::;
f\L‘L"n to question how far a I_IISl'Ol‘lfln is allowcj.d to be imaginative and the
,mL.mW” ‘ve writer to hc a hlSl()l‘lal'E. -lt is because with the discipline of history that
the ~laims of authenticity and legitimacy are l?ound together. At the heart of the
‘oxt. Pamuk introduces us to thf: complex rc.latlon he shares with the city like any
other citizen of Istanbul when it comes to dlscovering the rich texture of the city
through the lens of history. l.n this course, we are also confronted with the very
sroblem about the construction of the Turkish identity through the narrative of
{istory. In this paper I have attempted to explore Pamuk’s views about difficult
role of a historian for this city, especially the one who strictly follows the 19-
century parameters of the Western model of

writing history. As Pamuk’s
ostentatious purpose comes out to be the narrator of the city’s past, I have

attempied to bring out the various confusions and contradictions to the role of a
western modern Historian and his objective narrative of history which Pamuk

raises and calls into question reminding us again and again about the uniqueness of
his C1ly.

ro

Key words: writing of history, objectivity and universality, identity.

Orhan Pamuk’s Istanbul: Memories and the city,' an amalgamation
of autobiography and memoir, like his other renowned novels
attempts to explore the distinctiveness of Turkish identity, in relation
to its glorious historical past. Narrating his own life from childhood
to his carly youth, precisely the epiphanic moment of his decision to
become a writer, Pamuk’s text on the one hand follows the structural

Trivium, 2018, 2.2 : 4557 45 ISSN : 2583-0422, E-ISSN : 2583-0120
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THE AGE OF REFORM AND SWAMI
VIVEKANANDA: AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH

Sunetra Mitra”

1

Swami Vivekananda remains one of the most enigmatic personalities
of modern India when one tries to place him as a social activist in
19th century India. One of the key figures to have undertaken
social service for national good with emphasis on spiritual growth
and devotion to one’s religion, Swami Vivekananda took a vow of
asceticism in the late 1880s to focus on practical service and uplift of
the poor.' As he himself said, “We are Sannyasins, who have given up
everything [ ...]to do the highest good to the world, everyone down to
the lowest-this is our vow.” The paper does not look at Vivekananda
as the spiritual ambassador of India in the West. The paper argues
that Vivekananda inaugurated a new and rather interesting way
of discovering India, a method that was built on direct action and
accessibility to the masses. Using the words of George Williams, the
paper tries to “pﬂetfate7thr(_)u.gll_gugl‘_c_o_r*lsideration of the hero

legend created by well-meaning followers and of the camouflaging

effect created by Vivekananda himself as he changed his patterns of
ultimate concern during his lifetime”. It was work done at a more
impersonal level. Vivekananda’s was no conscious attempt to suggest
change or reform but his works did revolutionize the practice of
reaching out to the masses.

Swami Vivekananda was a late representative of the so-called
Bengali Renaissance. The period _1_n which Vi\{ekanangi_a lived and
preached was riddled by cross currents of thought and practice and
Vivekananda'’s life and labours promj_qemly capture some of the
tensions that came to characterize colonial Bengal in the closing years
of the 19th century. Amiya P. Sen describes the tensions thus: there
was the inevitable tension between the public engagement of a social
activist and the reclusive detachment of a monk, between rational

* Sunetra Mitra is Assistant Professor, RKSM Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, Kolkata.
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Bane of Fake
Fake News and Democracy

SAHELI II{OYCHOW[)HURY
. Assistant Professor
epartment of Political Se;
akrishna Sarada Mission Vi itical Science,
Rama wrada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, Kolkata (W.B.) India

ABSTRACT
This paper fundamentally proposes that the ease wi i - .
olitics. The viral nature of fake news has established a culture cl)f lies and %nisinfolrm‘]lion which
continues 1o Erow lII-lf,‘hL‘Ckc'd and its implications for democracies and ;Icction adlnin;stratinn are
dcep|}' lroublln,g.'As .Il pursm.ng Harold Laski’s aphorism, *(e)ternal vigilance is price of liberty’, there
a reckonable rise In surveillance through counter-gaze at ;igcnda-drivcn production of fake 'ncws.

nology, which has facilitated quantum increase of fake news, ofTers the sicve to sort out
s regulation

is
The same tecl
the fake- Introduction of variety of legal responses without destroying free speech, toward

ordissemination of fake news may help combat this problem some bit.

Key Words : Social media, Fake news, Democracy, Cyber troops, Policy responses

INTRODUCTION

as we all know, are inseparable and there cannot
information and symbols that nourish citizens
ic countries. With the gradual progression of democracy, media
has also risen to the role of an independent watchdog and monitor of unchecked power, a tribune of

the people, a defender of minorities, a fourth estate and a public sphere (Fenton and Freedman,
2018). However, in these same western liberal democracies, there has been a wane of the positive
role of the media. The latter’s crusade for justice and truth has been replaced by the mantras of the.
free market with concomitant loss of legitimacy and authority. This is a new media which facilitates
commitment to the consumer tilting away from free expression \‘vith the collalpse of tfust a‘nd
responsibility. The apparent proliferation of inaccurate and misleading news stories has given rise

to the concept of ‘fake news’.
The term fake news general
genuine news story (Hunt, 2018).
news is much larger than sheer fal
economy that privileges short-term
o set up websites and monetize W

carrier in the social media. News articles
Saheli (2018). B

be one without the

Media and democracy,
have long been

other. The free exchanges of ideas,
the leading foundation of democrat

ss allegations republished in the guise of a
e Wardle (2017) shows, the universe of fake
Fake news is the logical result of a market
cial impact. Because it is relatively easy
dvertising platforms, fake news finds a
edia draw significant advertising

ly refers to basele
However, as Clair
s¢ news stories.
rewards and commer

eb content through adve
that go viral on social m

News and Democracy. Internat. J. Appl. Soc.
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Pottery as a traditional family occupation in India:
Case study potters at Puri and Kolkata

PAYAL BOSE BISWAS
Assistant Professor
Department of Politcal Science
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, Kolkata (W.B.) 7::dia

ABSTRACT
The basic objective of this paper is to locate the clay based workers as traditional family ba: . orkers
in different potters’ colony in India, the kinds of work they are involved in and the overt - - 2|l as
covert patriarchal nature of the occupation, by understanding the unsaid gender division of work and

how clay work is intrinsically related to religion of India. For this purpose we have selected two cities
as sample areas — Kumbharpada in Puri and Kumartuli in Kolkata.

Key Words : Pottery, Family occupation, Workers

INTRODUCTION

Traditional family based occupations in India is part of informal sector economy in India. So
before we enter the main context of this paper, it becomes essential here to draw the connection
between the two. '

The concept of ‘informal sector’ has been extensively discussed since the beginning of the
1970s when in 1971, Keith Hart, an Anthropologist based in England, referred to informal income
opportunities for the urban poor in Ghana. The International Labour Organisation (ILO), the
International Expert Group on Informal Sector Statistics (called the Delhi Group), and WIEGO
worked together to broaden the concept and definition of informal sector to incorporate certain
types of informal employment that had not been included in the earlier concept and definition of the
“informal sector” especially of Hart. In 1993, the ICLS had adopted an international statistical
definition of the informal sector to refer to employment and production that takes place in
unincorporated small and/or unregistered enterprises. This expanded definition was endorsed by
the International Labour Conference (ILC) in 2002 and the International Conference of Labour

Statisticians (ICLS) in 2003. At the 15" ICLS in 1993, the various categories of self employment
work has been explained. These are: '

Non-wage workers or self - employed. This include
= Own-account workers: They are self-
on their own account or with one or a

s the following three groups:
employed workers who operate their enterprises
few partners and who during the reference period,

How to cite this Article: Biswas, Payal Bose (2018). Pottery as a traditional family occupation in India: Case study
potters at Puri and Kolkata. Internat. J. Appl.

Soc. Sci., 5 (12) : 2254-2262.
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Durbar Mahila Samanway Committee (Sex Workers’ Union) marching in May Day 2018 demonstration.

(Re)turn to Marx@200:

\Xomen’s Oppression and Liberation sy soma mari

DOES KARL MARX have any relevance for today’s struggles
for women’s liberation? Do his theories of society and revo-
lutionary transformation present us with tools that in any way
continue to be useful?

These and related questions come up repeatedly — as |
will argue — for two very different reasons. | will exclude
here the arguments, if they can be called that, of the extreme

right, which are opposed to human liberation in any form,

from class exploitation, from racial, gender and sexual oppres-
sion and discrimination. Rather, my focus is on forces and ideas
within what we can call the center and the left.

With the worldwide collapse of older, organized, often
large Marxist (or socialist) working class parties, a left-liberal
segment became more influential even within the old left.We
think of the left’s orientation to the Democratic Party in the
USA (where no mass workers’ party has existed for some
80 years now) — or the example of India where the left, in
order to halt the fascist Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
[extreme Hindu nationalist — ed.], sees no option but to rely
on the rightwing liberal Indian National Congress.

One consequence has been the acceptance of intellectual
currents that reject Marxism’s contributions to the princi-
ples of emancipation. Another consequence of the collapse

Soma Marik is Associate Professor of History, RKSM Vivekananda
Vidyabhavan, the author of Revolutionary Democracy: Emancipation
in Classical Marxism (Haymarket, 2017), and an activist in Radical
Socialist, India and the gender rights network Das Theke Das Hajar.
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of class politics is the rise of an ideology that conceives of
the struggle for liberation as separate for each gender, race
or other “identity”’-based segments of the population. These
separate oppressions at best forge moral alliances, rather than
an objectively rooted unity.

A secondary but not unimportant reason lies in the cre-
ation of an opposite ideological claim that Marxism indeed
promotes women’s liberation, Dalit [lower caste — ed.] and
other oppressed people’s emancipation, but must be hostile
to feminism, Dalit (or Ambedkarite) politics, etc. as all being
variants of “bourgeois/petty-bourgeois politics.”

In India in particular, in the name of putting the working
class first, this second current is widely present within both
the old mainstream left and considerable parts of the far left.
We can call this a sort of Marxist Antifeminism. It has both
indigenous and international influences.

Marxist Antifeminism in India

Kanak Mukherjee, one of the first woman members of the
Communist Party of India (CPI) in Bengal and a leader of the
Communist-led mass women’s movement from the end of
the 1930s. She later became a key figure in the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) (CPIM) and its women’s front, the All
India Democratic Women’s Association (AIDWA), needs to be
cited in this connection.

Mukherjee, belonging to an older generation of activists,
dismissed feminist ideas and movements for autonomy in



many of her writings. Her focus was on fighting the Congress
as well as the CPI (after the party split in 1964 and she went to
join the CPIM), defending the Left Front government in West
Bengal from 1977. However, a few remarks scattered through
her political essays show Marxist Antifeminism at work. She
saw feminism as a homogeneous category, and a movement
that set women against men rather than class against class.
In Women’s Emancipation Movement in India (1989), she wrote:

Now the imperialists are also throwing a challenge to the healthy

democratic women’s movement. They are propagating the misleading

Western “feminist” ideology to misdirect and confuse women of the

villages and cities. ... As against Marxist ideology and its analysis of the

women’s emancipation movement as an integral part of the people’s
revolutionary movement and the class struggles of the proletariat, these
agencies advocate “party-less” or “above party” “feminist” theories to

confuse and disrupt the democratic women’s movement. (103)

In the next paragraph, she sets forth the theoretical posi-
tions of the feminist movement as she sees it.

These feminists, though of various views, pose the woman’s question
as opposed to men’s and hold the patriarchal system of society
responsible for the exploitation of women. Thus, they try to divert the
class struggle into a struggle between men and women. This breeds
hatred in the family, conjugal life and social life, and leads to the isola-
tion of the women’s movement from the mainstream of the people’s
movements.... Some of the leaders of these action groups pose as
leftists and criticise the teachings of Marx-Engels-Lenin on women’s
questions.” (Ibid).

Younger activists, who had to build their organizations
while in regular dialogue with the left wing of the feminists,
such as Brinda Karat, for many years General Secretary of the
AIDWA and now a member of the CPI(M) Politbureau, took
a somewhat more nuanced position, but explained the per-
sistence of patriarchal families as a hangover from the ruling
class, with no material roots within the toiling people. (Karat,
Survival and Emancipation, 36-39)

One of the major influences from abroad has been “clas-
sist” (class reductionist) forces in the West, especially their
material available in English. Here, | do not propose to look
at all dimensions, but to mention the example of Tony Cliff’s
book Class Struggle and Women'’s Liberation. Cliff took the most
conservative trends in feminism as representing the norm,
then debunked all feminists as some kind of homogeneous
force, and went back to Marx, Zetkin, Lenin and others as
evidence that he stood with the Marxist tradition.

Cliff’s argument against the feminists, taken up in the mid-
to late 1980s by some activists in India having connection
with the British Socialist Workers Party, included the stance
that feminists are wrong in differentiating between men and
women even when looking at women’s oppression:

“This is not to deny, however, that men behave in certain
ways which are oppressive to women.... But the blame should
be placed squarely on class society, not on its individual agents.
Women’s oppression damages the interests of both working
women and men.” (Cliff, 229)

Elsewhere, Cliff lumps theoretical disputes around violence
against women as minor, or issues that divide women from
men.

Many women in the women’s liberation movement have consistently

focussed on the areas where men and women are at odds — rape,

battered women, wages for housework — while ignoring or playing
down the areas of struggle where women are more likely to win the
support of men — such as opposition to the cuts in hospitals and

schools, the right to abortion, and battles at work for equal pay or the

right to join a trade union....(T)he women’s liberation movement has

come to concentrate on where women are weakest. (177-8)

This implies that fighting too seriously for an end to rape
and violence against women should take a very low priority in
the agenda of a Marxist party or a Marxist-led women’s move-
ment — an especially appalling position in the context of violence
against women in India! (My own response to Cliff’s harnessing
of Zetkin to his narrow position appears in my essay “German
Socialism and Women’s Liberation,” 2003.)

Marxist Antifeminism vs. the Real Tradition

To make sense of Kanak Mukherjee’s attacks, it is worth
looking at one of her earlier essays, published in a Bengali
collection of her writings, Nari Andoloner Nana Katha, titled
“Patitar Paap.” Originally published in 1958 in the women’s
association journal Ghare Baire, it deals with prostitution.

The title sums up her attitude, for Patita means “the fallen
woman,” and paap is “sin.” Apparently, back in the 1950s there
was already some agitation among prostitutes for organizing,
to demand better conditions. The essay looks at Engels, at
Lenin’s dialogue with Zetkin, and at real or supposed achieve-
ments in the USSR and China, and discusses existing laws to
eradicate prostitution in India.

About the prostitutes themselves and their demands there
is a brief statement: “What the fallen women themselves are
saying or doing is not important. ... The first demand of the
fallen woman is the demand for freedom from her fallen life.
What they want is unimportant, the real issue is what we
want for them and what we are doing about it.”

Rather than a long polemic over this, | want to move to
Marx, at a very young age, provides with a different approach.
In The Holy Family, there is a considerable discussion of gender
in the context of Marx’s critique of Szeliga’s analysis of the
French socialist Eugene Sue’s novel The Mysteries of Paris.

For Sue, the emphasis is on a questionable altruism shown
by the German Prince Rudolph. In Marx’s discussion, we find
an examination of Fleur de Marie, a Paris prostitute, and
Louise Morel, a sexually exploited servant of a bourgeois
man. Marx’s description of Fleur de Marie rejects the spe-
cious philanthropy of Sue, which later affects the attitude of
Mukherjee.

We meet Marie surrounded by criminals, as a prostitute in bondage

to the proprietress of the criminals’ tavern. In this debasement she

preserves a human nobleness of soul, a human unaffectedness and a

human beauty that impresses those around her, raise her to the level

of a poetical flower of the criminal world and win for her the name
of Fleur de Marie. (The Holy Family, in Marx and Engels, Collected

Works, Vol. 4, 168)

It is not an abstract moralism by which Marx judges Fleur
de Marie, but by how her actions affect herself and others.
Pointing to the hardships of working class women and girls,
Marx rejects the priest’s description of Fleur de Marie as sin-
ful.“The priest had made up his mind concerning Marie’s pen-
ance; in his own mind he has already condemned her.” (172)

As members of the proletariat have no way to survive but
to sell their labour power, when there is not enough other
work the women are forced to sell their bodies to survive.
Marx sees her entering the nunnery as an illusory consola-
tion which focuses on the mind at the expense of the body.
Christian values forced her to focus on supposed crimes that
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she had committed, ignoring her reality.

Marx’s sharp remark is:“Convent life does not suit Marie’s
individuality — she dies. Christianity consoles her only in
imagination, or rather her Christian consolation is precisely
the annihilation of her real life and essence — her death.”
(176)

It could be argued that Kanak Mukherjee did not ask that
all prostitutes be made to enter convents, whether by persua-
sion a la Rudolph or by the force of law. However, this is pre-
cisely the point — that her condemnation of the prostitutes
as “fallen women” willy nilly pushes her in the same direction
as Sue and Szeliga.

It is the moral degradation of the prostitute, not the soci-
ety that has produced her, that Mukherjee’s article ends up
stressing. Marx’s view of what she had done is put in other
terms:

The memory of the catastrophe of her life — her selling herself to

the proprietress of the criminals’ tavern — puts her in a melancholy

mood. It is the first time since her childhood that she has recalled these
events.... Finally, contrary to Christian repentance, she pronounces on
the past the human sentence, at once Stoic and Epicurean, of a free
and strong nature: “Enfin ce qui est fait, est fait.” [“In the end, what is

done is done.” — ed.] (MECW v. 4, 169)

Coming from Marx, the identification Epicurean needs to
be understood as “materialist” And selling herself is caused
by her need to survive. So she “considers her situation not as
one she has freely created, not as the expression of her own
personality, but as a fate she has not deserved.” (169)

The voice of Fleur de Marie should be given due attention:
instead of a sweeping assertion that what she wants does not
matter, what matters is what “we” (the liberators from above)
want to do to her. It is ironic that a fictional Prince Rudolph is
to appear in a Marxist garb over a century after Marx wrote.

Marx’s attitude to the issue is clear. He is not glorifying
the initial condition of Fleur de Marie, when she certainly
did not voluntarily choose to become a prostitute. But the
alternative life she was given was far worse, as Marx saw it,
for she was made to atone for something for which she was
not responsible. To treat the prostitute as a fallen woman is
to put the spotlight on her, and not on the social system that
repressed her.

Marx and Engels on the Family

It is also worth looking at both The German Ideology and
The Communist Manifesto, for the way Marx and Engels look
at the family. Rejecting the possibility of looking at the family
as a unit through the ages, they stressed (this was of course
a joint work) that one has to look at the historical context,
particularly the social relations involved in production.

One cannot speak of the family “as such.” Historically, the bourgeois

gives the family the character of the bourgeois family, in which bore-

dom and money are the binding link, and which also includes the
bourgeois dissolution of the family, which does not prevent the family
itself from always continuing to exist. ... Where the family is actually
abolished, as with the proletariat...the concept of the family does not
exist at all, but here and there family affection based on extremely real
relations is certainly to be found. In the eighteenth century the concept
of the family was abolished by the philosophers, because the actual
family was already in process of dissolution at the highest pinnacles of
civilisation. The internal family bond, the separate components consti-
tuting the concept of the family were dissolved, for example obedience,
piety, fidelity in marriage, etc; but the real body of the family, the prop-
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erty relation, the exclusive attitude in relation to other families, forced

cohabitation ... (MECW v. 5, 180-81)

The argument is repeated, with more rhetorical sweep, in
The Communist Manifesto: “On what foundation is the present
family, the bourgeois family, based? On capital, on private gain.
In its completely developed form this family exists only among
the bourgeoisie. But this state of things finds its complement
in the practical absence of the family among the proletarians,
and in public prostitution.”

As with much of the Manifesto, there is a compression
involved. What they seem to be arguing is that the family in
bourgeois society needs to be viewed distinctly from pre-cap-
italist families. This family, in its ideal form, existed among the
bourgeoisie, while the absence of ownership of the means of
production meant that in practice such a family tended to be
absent in the working class.

In the later writings of Marx we can certainly see that
he recognized the existence of families among workers in
practice. But there is no idealization of the family. There is no
need to argue that Marx had arrived at positions developed by
feminists. There is certainly no elaboration of the concept of
patriarchy.What | am getting at is that Marx is simply pointing
out that there is no universal form of family across time.

The German Ideology also provides some evidence of a
much more complex attitude to women’s supposed inferiority.
The discussion on the gender division of labour points out
that the natural division that exists due to women’s different
biology turns into something social, with wife and child being
described as the first slaves of the husband.

Since this original “natural” division is seen in societies that
have underdeveloped productive forces, social and productive
development would render the division no longer necessary.
At the same time, since women are “enslaved” (whether this
was based on Marx’s class analysis and/or whether it was
a linguistic turn of phrase), this suggests that technological
improvement alone would not lead to women’s improvement.
Rather, a suggestion exists that they would have to fight for
their emancipation.

In an essay of 1846, to which Michael Lowy draws attention
in his The Theory of Revolution in the Young Marx, Marx looks at
family-based and other “private” oppressions. Lowy argues
that the essay “amounts to a passionate protest against patri-
archy, the enslavement of women, including bourgeois women,
and the oppressive nature of the bourgeois family”” Lowy adds
that there are few things like this in Marx’s later writings.

Talking about the French Revolution and its aftermath,
Marx wrote:

The revolution has not overthrown all tyrannies; the evils of which the

arbitrary authorities were accused persist in the family, where they

cause crises analogous to those of revolutions. (MECW v.4: 604)

Marx and Feminism

This is not to argue that Marx had prefigured every pro-
gressive step made by feminism. However, it suggests that
Marx’s ideas very often put him closer to many feminist
arguments and in opposition to Marxist Antifeminism. The
argument that a political and economic revolution might not
automatically mean the overthrow of all other oppressions,
including particularly gender oppression, is one that would be
made by socialist-feminists and Marxist-feminists about the
Russian and other revolutions.



Tea women workers in Munnar, India. They bypassed the bureaucratic and male-dominated union and went out on strike in 2015.

Kanak Mukherjee’s book Women’s Emancipation Movement
in India ends with a quotation from Lenin. It is in fact a good
argument that Lenin makes, since he talks about the commu-
nist women’s movement as a mass movement, not only of the
proletariat, but of all the exploited and oppressed. (Mukherjee,
107-8)

What Mukherjee does not say, and what Karat would hes-
itantly admit in her book, is that the overthrow of capitalism
did not mean gender equality. “With the general erosion of
the commitment to socialist theory by ruling communist
parties in many of these countries over a period of time, the
conscious ideological and cultural struggle against patriarchal
attitudes, which were the hallmark of the early years of the
Bolshevik revolution, all but disappeared.” (Karat, 44).

The problem, however, was not simply the absence of
“ideological and cultural struggles,” but the failure to under-
stand the material roots of sexism. This is where in recent
times Marxist-feminists have taken important strides forward,
but basing themselves firmly on Marx.

Identity, Intersectionality and Class Struggle

Anti-Marxist arguments sometime come from those who
claim identity politics, regarding each kind of oppression in
itself as a distinct entity. My argument is that each of these
oppressions are real. But they cannot be solved (a) within
capitalist society, or (b) each on its own as if there were no
connections. Thus, Dalit caste and gender are both real clas-
sifications. As the #MeToo campaign in India has thrown up,
sexual harassment of Dalit women is rarely acknowledged.

Ruth Manorama, speaking at a meeting in late October,
stressed the need to speak about the sexual harassment of
Dalit women, which has been ignored for hundreds of years.
Cynthia Stephen, writing about NGOs in Tamil Nadu, points
out that when she protested against an abuser (who had
abused another person, not herself) she was thrown out. She

notes:

Information was shared by others, not by me, to the funders of the

organisation where | worked about the various wrongdoings of the

executive director and the board members. But as far as | know, they

did nothing to intervene at the time or maybe they chose to believe

his lies and nobody asked me for my side of the story.Was it because

| was seen as a Dalit woman and therefore one whose opinion did not
matter”? (https://bit.ly/2Tg | Ugn)

One way of dealing with these problems is to create a hier-
archy, deciding that certain oppressions take priority. This is
what Antifeminist Marxism does in a way, arguing about class
first, others later. Reversing the signs, this is what is sometimes
done by anti-Marxist critics.

Marxist-feminists have been in the forefront of a new anal-
ysis. From Lise Vogel and a small number of others to Tithi
Bhattacharya in recent times, a line of argument has been
developed, stressing that Marx’s analytical tools and his own
discussions in Capital and elsewhere can be extended.

Workers are sustained their paid and unpaid labor; which
includes the care of workers, themselves as well as the care
of the non-working members of the working-class family
(the elderly, the children, the sick). Their survival ensures the
replacement of their generation of workers by the next. This
has been called social reproduction theory.

In the essay “How Not to Skip Class,” Tithi Bhattacharya
writes: “Instead of the complex understanding of class histor-
ically proposed by Marxist theory, which discloses a vision of
insurgent working class power capable of transcending sec-
tional categories, today’s critics rely on a highly narrow vision
of a ‘working class’ in which a worker is simply a person who
has a specific kind of job.”

Bhattacharya follows closely Marx’s analysis of capitalism,
and stresses, not that he had made all the connections, but
that within his analysis there is scope for its expansion to a
full-fledged social reproduction theory. Bhattacharya points
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out that workplace struggles are not

the sole form in which class struggles

are fought out.
Workplace struggles thus have two irre-
placeable advantages: one, they have clear
goals and targets; two, workers are con-
centrated at those points in capital’s own
circuit of reproduction and have the col-
lective power to shut down certain parts
of the operation. . . . But let us rethink
the theoretical import of extra-workplace
struggles, such as those for cleaner air, for
better schools, against water privatization,
against climate change, or for fairer hous-

progress consciously incorporates all
the oppressions, they can never be
overcome in some automatic man-
ner. The struggle for empowerment
and representation of one oppressed
group can even further the oppression
of another oppressed group if it does
not act self-critically with regard to its
own tactics and rhetoric.
Intersectionality may not lead to
revolutionary directions. But the con-
cept of the proletariat as a “universal
class” in Marx suggests how Marx

{E =

ing policies. These reflect, | submit, those January 2019 Calcutta (Kolkata) p
of the Transgender Bill, an attempt to discipline and
regulate transgender people. Militant sections of the
movement are protesting the 2018 bill.

social needs of the working class that are
essential for its social reproduction. They
also are an effort by the class to demand

rotest of passage also provides a possible link between
class struggle and intersectionality. If

the emancipation of the proletariat is

its “share of civilization.” In this, they are

also class struggles. (Viewpointmag.com, October 31, 2015.)

Bhattacharya, as well as David McNally in “Intersections and
Dialectics: Critical Reconstructions in Social Reproduction
Theory,” his essay in a volume Social Reproduction Theory (2017)
edited by Bhattacharya, both argue that intersectionality the-
ory leaves unexplained the potential for a unified theory of
oppression and exploitation.

Nonetheless, whether we look at the context of inter-
sectionality theory in the USA where Black Feminism arose
as a response to exclusions, or to its current applications in
India where both Dalit women and Queer activists have been
talking about it as a response to their exclusions from the
“mainstream,” | would argue that we cannot treat intersec-
tionality as a failed framework.

Patricia Hill Collins had argued that oppressions should be
seen as a single, historically created system.There do indeed
exist multiple layers of oppression, and unless the specially
oppressed and their conditions are understood and they have
their own voice, one can collapse into the Cliff-type position
where those points where men are “willing” to help must
be foregrounded, while uncomfortable issues like rape and
assault should be pushed to the rear.

Intersectional politics of oppressed social groups is not
necessarily revolutionary. But neither is it reactionary. What
is called “identity politics” involves struggles of different social
groups. Intersectional identity politics is a step to recognising
that it is possible to be oppressed in one context and privi-
leged/oppressor in another.

Dalit women in recent times have challenged the #MeToo
campaign in India, not because they are misogynists but
because they feel it is focussing excessively, or even solely, on
upper caste, comfortably placed women, ignoring much more
systematic sexual harassment and sexual violence perpetrated
on Dalit women.

When recently one queer activist made a Facebook post
expressing happiness that the #MeToo campaign was showing
that heterosexual women could also be facing trouble, most
other queer activists took strong exception.

Intersectionality is therefore an awareness that there is
not one homogeneous, simplified exploiter beating in the
same way upon all the downtrodden. And it is an attempt
to raise the awareness that unless the struggle for social
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not possible without the emancipation
of all the oppressed, this needs to be understood, not as an
automatic function of an ideal proletarian revolution, but as
the process where multiple oppressions are seen, addressed,
and given proper representation.

For example, it might mean the need for building mass
working class organizations where women, Ddlits, Dalit women,
queers, are represented in the program, in the organization,
and in the leadership in increasingly growing numbers.

So we need to see that Marx’s method provides us with
the tools to integrate different oppressions and shows how
capitalism binds them together. Intersectionality shows us that
these distinct oppressions do have autonomous dimensions.
Today we find that a (re)turn to Marx has a lot to do with the
pressure of concrete struggles.

If we did not acknowledge this, we might again turn to a
wooden Marxism that would reduce class to abstract, caste-
less, raceless, genderless humans who simply sell their labor
power at the marketplace. Marxist theory and practice must
move forward, not back. ®
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the mind and develops the logical thinking within human being. Educa
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among the people regarding these social issues directly or indirectly from the educator
Even the educators will have an idea that how to make an issue reach to the people in
eradicating these social problems. peot
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Introduction

Social problem are mostly result of lack of education, lack of empowerment and poverty. Several
social evils including Dowry Harassment, Child marriage, Child Labour, Domestic Violence, Human
Trafficking, Gender Inequality, and Corruption etc, could be eradicated if education gets its due

importance. There are also some problems in our society like Pollution, Sanitation and cleanliness,

use of plastic bags, use of head phone while crossing the road or rail lines, etc. Pollution prevention
cause of the harmful effects of pollution on a person’s health and on the
empt has been made to hi ghlight the responsibility of education to
promote social awareness and what it includes as ethical, cultural, health, social, religious, political :
awareness etc. by reconsidering its content of courses, Cu rriculum, and method of teaching and
evaluation in order to face the challenges of globalization, technology revolution and internatior

competition.

is a major global concern be
environment. In this article an att

Dowry Harassment: Dowry is a social evil in the society that has caused unimaginab
1 lives of women from all strata of socie

- and crimes towards women. The evil has take
middle class or the rich. However it is the poor who succumb and fall prey to 1,

m of awareness and education. It is because of the dowry system, that d
much as the sons. In the society, many a times it has been seen that th
subjected to subjugation and are given second hand treatment
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Gender Discrimination At Working Place
SanjuLal

[Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science,
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, West Bengal, India]

Abstract : The worth of a civilization can be judged by the place given to women in the
society. The female workforce is rising in most parts of the world so what explains its slide
in India?Why should a woman have a job? Because, it makes a dramatic difference to her
life. Working and earning, the capacity to control assets, gives her a boost in decision-
making, and lowers domestic violence. This paper enquires thoroughly this questions

Key Words : Sexual Harassment, Personal Space, Male Counterpart, Provision
of Opportunities.

Introduction:

One of several factors that justify the greatness of India’s ancient culture is the honourable place
granted to women. In Vedic era women had sufficient freedom of going to attend fairs, festival, and
assembles. They were not confined to four walls of their family houses. There is no purdah system.
The Muslims influence on India cause considerable deterioration in the status of women. They were
deprived of their right to equality with man. Raja Ram Mohan Roy started a movementagainst this
inequality and subjugation. The contact of Indian culture with that of the British also brought
improvement in the status of women. The third factor in the revival of women’s position was influence
of Mahatma Gandhi who induced women to participate in the freedom movement. In morden era
we have any number of role models of women who have excelled as able ruler or administrators. It
can be aptly stated that empowering the girl child leads to further empowerment of women.All over
the world education is one of the most significant means for empoweringany individual or community

in general, and women and girl in particular.

Today women are educated, they are already famous as being the best homemakers but they are
now spreading their wings and their horizons out of the four walls of the house. They are also
aspiring to become independent; they are also getting established like any other male entrepreneur
and professional. In modern India, women have held high offices including that of the President,
Prime Minister, Speaker of the LokSabha, Leader of the Opposition, Union Ministers, Chief Ministers
and Governors. Women’s rights under the Constitution of India mainly include equality, dignity,
and freedom from discrimination; additionally, India has various statutes governing the rights of
women.Women in India now participate fully in areas such as education, sports, politics, media, art
aﬁd culture, service sectors, science and technology, etc. Indira Gandhi, who served as Prime Minister
of India for an aggregate period of fifteen years, is the world’s longest serving woman Prime Minister.
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Critiques of Nation and Gender in South Asia:
Akhtaruzzaman Elias’ Khwabnama and Savitri Roy’s Trisrota and Swaralipi

Soma Marik"

Abstract:

This paper argues that Savitri Roy (7risrota --1950 and Swaralipi --1952), and
Akhtaruzzaman Elias Khwabnama (1996), presented quite distinct critiques of
nationalism. Roy has a sensitivity about gender and the intermeshing of gender
and class. Consistently, there is a significant mapping of how gender leads to
divergences in political activism and social standing.

However, like much of the bhadralok Progressive cultural camp, there is an
inadequate conceptualization/representation of Muslims, and they appear
mostly as minor characters in Roy. In Khwabnama, the Muslim majority of
Bengal are brought to life, and fissures, class and gender relations, are
examined within them.

Elias confronted the question of the project of national liberation for Pakistan,
suggesting like Fanon that a national-liberation struggle is nothing if it does
not become a struggle for social emancipation. And in historicising myth,
Elias questions the paradigmatic view of modernity. While Roy’s project
ultimately foregrounds a hegemony of the caste Hindu educated middle class,
in the case of Elias, one finds the coming together of a critique of form with
critique of elite (including left-elite) centred writing.

Keywords: Class, Gender, Nationalism, Community, Caste

' Dr Soma Marik is working as an Associate Professor of History at Ramakrishna Sarada Mission, Vivekananda
Vidyabhavan. She can be reached at mariksoma@hotmail.com
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THE MAKING OF THE AUDIENCE IN COLONIAL
BENGALI PUBLIC THEATRE

Sunetra Mitra"

Abstract

In the context of the emergence of the diffuse public formed in
the course of the commercialisation of cultural production, the
proscenium theatre in the second half of the 19th century in Bengal
established a potentially and indefinitely expansible constituency.
Bengali theatre actively sought to construct its audiences as a new
kind of public, different from the personal audiences, meeting
only as part of a community celebration. In addressing this
expanded public/ audience, the new theatres implicitly assigned
to it a certain relationship to spectacle. This paper argues that the
audiences in colonial Bengal were a historical product. Western style
theatres in the second half of the nineteenth century in Calcutta,
as a metropolitan form, addressed an audience that was truly
cosmopolitan in its outlook and often transregional. These theatres
used both European and Indian conventions and contents, thus
pioneering new ways of seeing. The paper discusses the nature of
Bengali audience, how it changed with the institutionalisation and
economics of entertainment through reading of autobiographies,
memoirs and newspaper reviews of contemporary times. The paper
argues that the concept of the public/ audience, as a new form of
coming together became characteristic of the colonial era. The
audience/public addressed was anonymous and undifferentiated
who like the new public theatre came to represent the “desire for a
reformed, recognizable other, as a subject of difference thatis almost
the same, but not quite.”

Keywords: Audience, Proscenium Theatre, Colonial, Spectacle

* Assistant Professor of History, Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda
Vidyabhavan, Kolkata (West Bengal)
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Unsystematic Urban Land Use and Water Logging Problems
along Maniktala Cannel and Adjoining Areas of Kolkata -
Analysis with the Help of GIS Evidence

Soma Mukhopadhyay
Rescarch Scholar, Dept. of. Geography, C M. University, Jorabat, Meghalaya, Indhia

Dr.Harsha Kumar Das Gupta
Rescarch Gaide, Dept. of Geography, C M. Univenty, Jorshat, Meghalays, India

Abstract: Water logging iv a comman prodifem in Kedbata. If we observe will find maony
placeden in the aften kogped by water during rain in the civ. Dwe o the extension of wellite
fowim in wet knd focing more problem In fuct Kollata esablished with a combinagion thee
rillapes Thes kv bevm procwally esdacged amd become @ city it Thim become a
mictropolitan area T new concepd the rapad increase popmliation) Be adjoming  areay
i Previemwdy back wash of Bov of Beogall Chonen for artwin locations. Masid sata canol
adjoining foce water loggmg evers yvoor & pedlnge the baonlice: To mitigate the regulor
prodem. semie eecosstsenditions are Been progenad for coms e ratlin.

Keywords: Waer logging Problems Manikisla Cannel and Adjoining Areas af Kolaks,
GIS Evidence,

Ditromd i thosm

Alter the partiien of India, Bengal divided m two parts. Due 10 the infls of refugees fnom
Eau Pekstan Kolksts sshdenly become over omwdald The acconumondie refugees Indian
administrathon dispersed refugees in different parts of India. Bhe Ovissa. Madbys prudish.
Hihar, Anclaman cic. Bt the return back of many, praduslly concentrated m West Bengal As
wr provade sheltor the setland was ooverted 1o accommodate the mefagees of Eat Paki stisn.

Sty arva

The mtersection of  Vivckanonda Rosd (Mamikiala Man Roadi and Acharys Prafulla
Chandra Rowsd (Upper Circular Rowd) crossing (s namely as Manibtala crossing — two miin
thommghfires in North Kolkata. One of the imporant streets of North Kolksta onginaies
fromn Manikuda s Beadon Sweetr (Dani Cihosh Saram 7/ Abhedanands Road), ending in
NimlalaGhat  Ambers Street also starts nearby (Challabagan | AurobindoSarani crosses APC
Roml ot Khoong  crossiing,. Mamibiala  Maniktala crossing  connects  Shyambazat,
Kankurgachi. Rajabazar wnd Garish Park 10 Maniktals.
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IDEOLOGIES OF RABINDRANATITAND GANDII;

IN THE LIGHT OF NATIONALISM

Mithun Chowdhury* »
Dr Sanchali Bhattacharyi

hi . ios 1o discuss the ideologies of two gredl 5Ons of India I"’"’"/’f”"” ”””””’f’"””" Tagore
(This paper i u.ﬁ 10« 1:56' ' " ically m‘;hc light of Nationalism. Jdeologically both Rabindyanath ang
and Mahatima (m‘mlhf, spe ‘l "L;lc:t ol ”.: o ,,', munal but they had disagreement among; them abouy
Mahatma Gandi Wf’c M- had hundreds of differences, the similarities between the minds of
/it Tiowghtoey S B ‘ similarities and dissimilarities are tried ty

the way to get rid o : i
these two great men have never been disturbed. These

! flic ocial aspects,
explain in this paper, specifically with reference 0 sever al political and soc ial asy.
« Rab fandhi, Nati m, Swadeshi Movement,
Keywords: Kaviguru Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi, Nationalism, Sw'ud/( .//:4 M/' ¢
' . -‘ . "y 5 " nl
Non-Violence, Jallianwala Bagh, Non-Cooperation, Racism, Untouchability, Hindu-Musli

conflict, Communal Harmony)

Introduction o L

In 1915 Mahatma Gandhi met Kaviguru Rabindranath Tagore for first u.mc.‘ l-l()wci./(’:r, c‘"w
Rabindranath had heard from Andrews the name of the Satyagraha movement in :South Africa and its
leader Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. In February 1906, "Modern Review” published a cmnmcn‘mr‘y
on Gandhiji's Satyagraha movement. It scems that Rabindranath was also V'V‘(.:”-ilWilrc of lhul‘. Sn ft
would probably be correct to say that Rabindranath was familiar with Gandhiji's name and activities,
Rabindra biographer Prabhat Kumar Mukherjee wrote ina letter to the poct Andrews: "You know'your
best love was with you, you will be fighting our cause in South Africa along with Mr Gandhi and

others." '

During World War I, students and staff of Gandhiji's Phoenix School in South Africa took shelter in
Rabindranath's Bolpur School for some time. Mcanwhile, Rabindranath wrote a letter to Gandhiji
expressing his happiness that the students of Phoenix School had come to India and taken shelter in his
school. According to Prabhat Kumar, this was Rabindranath's first letter to Gandhiji.

In 1915, Gandhiji visited Santiniketan twice. For the first time in February, Rabindranath was not

there. For the second time, from 6 to 11 March, Gandhi lived in Santiniketan, The first meeting of two

brilliant gems in the history of India took place. Then for 25 long years there was communication
between the two, sometimes there was a disagreement between them; sometimes there was a conflict of
opinion,

According to Jawaharlal Nehru, if we compare the perspectives of these two great men we can see that
differences of their opinions outweigh the similarities of their thought. He said that "Rabindranath was
sympathetic to the working people, an aristocratic community-born artist and a true democrat ........
Gandhiji was closer to the common people of India ........ Rabindranath was mainly a thinker, but
Gandhiji kept himself busy with diligent accomplishment."

In Politics: Violent Revolution

Rabindranath is basically a poet. However, he also participated in politics. He has inspired the people
of India in various ways in the freedom struggle. Rabindranath was at the forefront of the Swadeshi
movement in Bengal. Numerous Swadeshi songs and poems composed by him had a huge impact on
Bengali life. He wrotc for the motherland:

* State Aided College Teacher, Department of Education, Dum Dum Motijheel Rabindra Mahavidyalaya
** Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Ramkrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan
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Women Empowerment and Media :

An Observation

Adith Das

[ Ankistant Professor Dept of Journalism and Mass Communieation,

Ramakriahna Sarads Mission ,Vivekanands Vidyabhavan, West Bengal, India]

Absteaett The expansion of Televislon has glven a new direction to women,
Eduoated-trained women In urban arens have made new achievements in the field of
Information technology. In a similar effort in the context of women awareness, many
educational institutions In India Is making women aware by creating media support
10 create awareness among women, This awareness of women is also empowering
them mentally and its efforts have also been focused on the educational status of
women, The present paper tries to produce an analysis on role and effects of mass
communication in women empowerment,

Keywords: Women Empowerment; Mass Communication; Economic Growth Role;
Effects; Soclal Media,

Introduction: In modern times, women empowerment is a topic of special discussion.
Recognizing the importance of women in our ancient-texts, it is even told that “Yatra
NarayastuPujyanteRamante Tatra Devta": That is, where the woman is worshiped, the deity
resides there, But see the irony, despite having so much power in a woman, '!“ = .f“""s “"
need of empowerment. Economic empowerment of women refers to the availability of their

economic decisions, income, wealth and other things, only by getting these facilities can they
raise their social status.

In order to bring awareness in the society about the importance and rights ofwome‘n
in the development of the nation, many programs like Mother's Day, International Women's
Day ete. are being run by the government. Women need development in many fields. In
India, in order to empower women, it is first necessary to kill all those demonic thoughts that
kill their rights and values in society, such as dowry, illiteracy, sexual violence, inequality,
feticide, domestic violence towards women, Prostitution, human trafficking and similar
topics. There is a high level of gender inequality in our country, where women are suffering
from bad behaviour of their family as well as external society. Women are number one in the
number of illiterates in India. The real meaning of women empowerment will be understood

when they are given good education in India and they will be able to make independent
decisions in every field,

Woman is considered to be the power of creation, that is, the existence of mankind
has been considered from woman itself. The empowerment of this creation is to empower
women by empowering them with social, economic, political justice, freedom of thought,

m
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Panic Buying: A Pandemic Stress Syndrome —

An Observation In Reference To Covid-19
Sreejaya Chatterjee

[Faculty, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, West Bengal, India]

Abstract : Considering the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, panic buying has been a
common phenomenon in many countries leading to a disruption of supply chain
management. Thus, this occurrence has received attention from academic and retail
sectors. The study aims to review, identify the psychological causes of panic buying
which is a niche area in consumer behaviour research. Panic buying is a socially
undesirable herd behaviour (Steven, O'Brien & Jones, 2014) where large quantities
of daily necessities and medical supplies are purchased from markets which often
results in stock out situations. Epidemics and pandemics have always been a threat
to the psychological health of human beings which has affected them adversely. The
fear, anxiety, restlessness, depression always formed an integral challenging human
behaviour perspective. However the probable psychological explanation can be
possibly drawn from reviewing different studies. It is true that individuals undergo
certain behavioral changes when facing catastrophic events like disease outbreaks or
natural calamities posing a threat to individuals' health. The impact of consumerist
social learning (SL) behaviour and human motivation has been considered to study
the influence on their purchasing decisions.

Keywords - Social Learning, Panic Buying, Covid-19, Motivation Theory.

Introduction : Unreasonable stocking, over buying and hoarding has been widely observed
during different major humanitarian crisis and epidemic outbreaks. The outbreak of Covid-19
was no exception. Packaged food, hand sanitizer, toilet papers, essential and needed
medicines vanished within no time and the suppliers found it difficult to restock those things
to make them again available in the market. Rice and grains, as a staple food source in Asia,
were also stockpiled in India, Indonesia, Malaysia, The Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam to
mitigate food supply instability during disasters (Hu, Gurnani& Wang, 2012), (Jacques,
2020). The unexplained behaviour accelerated and deteriorated with the situation opening
multiple areas of reason for such happening. More than needed piling of products which is
considered as over buying behaviour connects to three fundamental psychological needs that
drive human behaviour - autonomy, relatedness and competence. Autonomy means people
are empowered when they feel a sense of choice and endorsement in a task (McKinnon,
Smith & Keith Hunt, 1985) and it can be interpreted as "taking back control” out of the
uncertainties in chaos (Dowle, 2020); relatedness creates a sense of belonging by forming
teams and in this context, it means the stockpiling is a crowd rather than an individual
activity so that people won't feel their behaviour is inappropriate or isolated; competence

—_—
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Did The Speaker Suffer Disqualification on Ground of Defection

Sanju Lal

itical Science. Ramakrishna Sarada Mission
| Assistant Professor. Department of Political Science, Ramak

Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, West Bengal, India]

Abstract : Does the presiding officer of a legislature suffer disqua!lﬁc;ltlon on lh;
ground of defection? The office of the Speaker is of much dignity, honour a]r;
Like the speaker of the British House of Common, the speaker of the

authority.
a) interprets the will of the House and the speaker

House of the people (Lok Sabh _ g
for it as well as to it. He is the custodian of the dignity of the House and impartial

arbiter in its proceedings. The speaker represents the House. He represents the
dignity of the House and because the House represents the nation, in a particular
way, the speaker becomes the symbol of the nation’s liberty and freedom.
Therefore, it is right that that should be an honoured position, a free position and
should be occupied always by men of outstanding ability and impartiality.

Key Words : The Constitution, Presiding Officer, Speaker, Legislature

Introduction -

Under the tenth schedule to the constitution, does the presiding officer of a legislature
suffer disqualification on the ground of defection? A piquant situation arose in July 2008
when the then Lok Sabha Speaker, Somnath Chatterjee, was first asked by his party , CPI(M),

Immunity from his party’s direction, raise the question whether the provisions of the tenth
schedule to the constitution applied to him.

The office of the Speaker is of much dignity, honour and authority. Like the speaker
of the British House of Common, the speaker of the House of the people (Lok Sabha)
interprets the will of the House and the speaker for it as well as to it. He is the custodian of

Many analysts have pointed out that the office of Speaker is above party loyalties and
that the speaker is not bound by his party’s advice to resign from post. The basis for this
assertion stems from paragraph 5 of the tenth schedule of the constitution, which deals with
exemption from disqualification on the ground of defection.

Before examining this paragraph, one needs to understand the Speaker’s position in the

content of his party becoming an opposition party because of a sudden turn of events. By
convention, the Speaker belongs to the ruling party or ruling combination of parties.
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IMPROPER TRANSFORMATION OF NATURAL LANDUSE
PATTERN TO GROWING A NEW SATELLITE
COMMERCIAL TOWN, ANALYSIS WITH GIS

APPLICATION, AT RAJARHAT AND ADJOINING AREA,
KOLKATA, WEST BENGAL

Soma Mukhopadhyay
Research Scholar, Dept. of. Geogruphy, C.M.J. Univenity. Jorabat, Meghaluya, India.

Dr.Harsha Kumar Das Gupta
Research Guide, Dept of. Geography, C.M.J, University, Jorubat, Meghalayn, [ndia.

Abstract: This paper breaks down the elements of setilemens developwment and metropolitan
extension in the cisy of Rafurbat and adfeining area, Kolkata, North 24 Parganas. It centery
o the foundarion of casual settlements, which are one of the numerows dangers 1o
agriculmeal land and wetland (EKW) preservation (in spite of the fact that these settlements
are by all aecount not the only wellspring of the issue) Spatial examination of developmens
information (unlizing Geogrophical Information Svstems (GIS) and factual displaving}
indicated that by 2020, 70 percent of the land region ar Rajarhar and surroundings area had
Just been changed by haman aetion. 1t showys Bow such serategies permit an iemized planning
of lund use changes and incorporates detalls of the area of the agricsdiral land and wetland
losses, the tdea of the land wse chunges that caused these and the notre of the farming area
thar wax lost. Moreaver, camal setlements involved around 54 percens of the metropolitun
zeme. The front of East Kolkata Wetland, the arca’s unigue envicomment that is of colossal
natural sigmficance and organic alwndance, was determined at just 7.6 percent (9.3 square
klometers) and this is being wundermined by the proceeded with developmens of casual
settlements. Apparensly, when these casual setlements are being set up, a specific ecologival
rastonale works, which thus makes conceivable the soctal ratienale that sers off the control of
spaicey that are, on o basic level, not appropriaie for webanization, The deficiens poy of a
large part of the populace and their requirement for ledging, just ax the nonattendance of
ventable Jong haul metropolitan arranging and, in particudor, the absence of lowjully
accesuble odjoining land for bulding, are empowering the control of land not appropriate
Sor merropolitan turn of evenss, including locales a high danger of earthquakes and flooding.
This i additlonadly cansing regubar axser and farmland corvuprion just as the disinsegration
af dav to day enviranments inside the metropolitan mit, issues that compromise the city's
sip-poriability,

Keywords: ecological services, GIS, informal settlements, East-Kolkata - Wetland,
urbanization

Volume IX Issue VITJULY 2020 Page No : 482






1 umamtte
fan (%

:&r" o

College with Potential f§ |
(University of§



Y

Wumanities p .
’M/ﬂ nd social sciences
ber December 2020

Num

ihs?
Scattish Churel W ollege
Estd. 1830
UGO)

Col -
ollege with l?otential for Excellence
(University of Calcutta)

Kolkata 700 006
862 / 2360 9249
h.ac.in

1
Ph:\CBj Urquhart Square,
2 - (0091 33) 2359 3
°‘malit|e L www.scottishchurc
. <scottish.cal@ gmail.com>

<jhss@ scottishchurch.ac.m>




Published by :

A M

Principal

Scottish Church College
1 & 3, Urquhart Square
Kolkata - 700006

© A. Mukerji
Principal
Scottish Church College

First Edition
December 2020

ﬂnpumldwwdmlmuwblundm
ally by the Scottish Church College. Kolkata. The journal pub
Ilﬂmmmmmdlﬁdﬁdwwmﬂnmm
meditasmnd'upambklamwmumddm
mmwmmnmmmwmmm
pﬂntedmmumdbooblotmwshouldbtmw
journal of humanities and social sclences

Scottish Church College

1 & 3, Urquhart Square

Kolkata - 700 006

West Bengal, India

E-mail: <scjhss#gmail.com> <hss@scottishchurch.ac.in”

Printed by :

Art Union Printing Works Pvt. Lid.
165, Aurobinda Sarani

Kolkata - 700 006

ISSN 0973-8738



Contents

SPECIAL ARTICLE
The Crisis due to Dr. Atashee

Coronavirus Pandemic: Chatterjee Sinha
Some Ethical Concerns

SPECIAL ARTICLE
An Evaluation of Ethical Dr. Shyamasree

Issues in Pandemic Situation Bhattacharyya

Bioethics from an Indian Aniruddha Chatterjee
Perspective: Principles of

Ayurveda and the

Contemporary Medical

Scenario

Is Partial Genocide ~ Aritra Basu
Acceptable? Ethics of

Genocide as an Act of

War in the Marvel

Cinematic Universe

/ Ethics and Ethical \/Bidisha Chatterjee
Offenders: A Case Study

Mythoscope and Ethics of Debojyoti Dan
Anouilh's Cultural Space:
Theory, Praxis and Politics

Environment and Mousumi Bhattacharyya

Moral Awareness: Two
broad Ethical Approaches

11

29

39

55

67

98



(T

Ethics and Ethical Offenders: A Case Study

gidisha Chatterjee
Faculty, Philosophy, Rama Krishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda

Vidyabhavan, Kolkata, West Bengal, India

Abstract:

Rape is one of .the heinous crimes that occur in our
society every day. Victims are suffering, some are
even dying of severe hurt and injury, some are being
killed—to stop the voice of protest to be heard.
However, the crime-doer is walking free or serving
imprisonment, or hanged, if proved guilty. But my
question is—do the rape victims are really getting
Justice? The psychological and the physical damage
that has been done to a girl or a woman who has been
brutally raped, cannot be replaced by such judgments
of punishments. It is because, it cannot stop the crime.
We need a total change in the mind-set of the people
of our society, particularly men, who still think that
women's bodies are 'object’ of gratification. We need
to reach out to the young generations who are the
future care-takers of our society, and make them
understand that there are far more better things in
life to achieve in life, other than sexually abusing a
defenseless woman.

_History of rape shows that just punishing a
ZiiP‘St does not stop another rapist to stop doing such
. ucnl-:e ;Sam: Taking legal steps is not enough to prevent
X o dl’u.tallt'y to happen again. Hence, what is really
maleemls a care-based just approach to make the
women :mbers 'pat.rl.archal society _understa}'\d that
s 5 re also individuals with feeling of pain. They
abused bmere commodities who can be used and
achieyin y men, In gonclusion [ have 'suggcsted‘thdt
iNner 'l'g m"fal' s'cnmbility through rcfmemcpt of the

» an individual can learn to control his animal

Instine ' '
commit:'ual Impulses and resist himself ftrom
use, 8: Rape, Crime-doer, Victim, Care, Justice,

Psychological,
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jar outstanding
photograph by mﬂ:mp;‘:l'm;' called Photograph Theft. This paper scrutinises and
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Key Words : Photograph Theft, Dightal Ag¢ photographer s permission, Copyright
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renown photographer Yunghi Kim once said, “There are 8 lot of

like 1 see a lot of cars on the street. Am I going to 80 and steal oné of those cars and dl:we it?
et in trouble, arrested, go 10 court. That's why

Just because I see it, it’s mine?! I am going 10 & : it d
you have laws. Same thing with the images on the internet: Just because you see it, does not
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his photograph on the web.
use it as his own.It is so casy

Google Images,Flickr, Pinterest,Facebook etc have made easier to steal images and it
if an image comes up in a

seems very much socially acceptable. Most people think that 1
Google Image Search, it is a fair game.

Copyright Protection for Photographers in India
Law as artistic work under Section 2(C) of

Photographs are protected under Copyright
aph has to be an original work

Copyright Act 1957 in India. To come under this law a photogr
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DIGITAL Education in Higher Education,
ent Consciousness and Green World Movement During

vil'on . e
[ pandemic In West Bengal and Bangladesh
Sanju Lal

[Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science

Ramakrisna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, West Bengal |

\pstract: The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has put the world of higher
;duoationv in Europe and worldwide, under great threat. This crisis has forced Higher
£ducation [nstitutions (HEIs) to swiftly change their status quo, their ways of working
and their environments, dramatically shaking up our communities. At the same time,
ihis situation has also brought to light the rigidity of our current higher education systerm,
e now confronted with and which will inevitably have to change as 2

a r'1gidity we ar
consequence of current or future lockdowns. Corridors and Jecture rooms are empty, and

most students are following their courses by online and digital means. International
mobility as We know it is under threat. According to the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), over 800 million learners from around

the world have been affected, 1 in 5 learners cannot attend school, | in 4 cannot attend

higher education classes, and over 102 countries have ordered nationwide school

closures while 11 have implemented localized school closure.

Key Words : Environment , Pandemic, Global Campaign For Education , World Health

Organization

Introduction :

The Global Campaign for Education (GCE) acknowledges the public health decision t0
close schools; they believe that contingency plans should be in place to ensure the right to
education even in times of crisis. GCE s convinced that all learners no matter where they live
and circumstances have a right to education. Education is an essential right for children, young

and adults in emergencies and must be a priority from the very beginning of any and all

emergency responses. The outbreak of COVID-19 impacted public health and safety and the
educational systems worldwide. For fear of the further spread of diseases, most educational
institutions, including Bangladesh and West Bengal have postponed their face-to-face teaching.
This paper is going 1o discuss on paperless education in higher education, environment
consciousness and green world movement in West Bengal and Bangladesh.

d-19 patients were tracked on March 8 in the capital, and in
west Bengal first positive case of corona virus found 15 March in the capital, and as a result, the
country went into general lockdowns from March 26 in Bangladesh and from 24 March in West
Bengal. Since then, people are keeping themselves at home except for emergencies while
educational institutions and most ndustries and business centers remain shut. According to the
government decision, direct educational activities are stopped in Bangladesh due to the dreadful
effect of the COVID-19 pandemic. Thinking of the present situation, the University Grants

In Bangladesh, the first Covi

vjrcerajournal@gmail.com(lSSN: 2348-571X, Former UGC Journal No. 64674) 59
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Atha Atah Brahma — Jijnasa

_ BRAHMACHARINI PRACHI

The Kashmiri saint, Swami  sanga as the indispensable elements of the
Laksman Joo (1907-1991) experienced  faith. ' _
1 clear taste of Self-realization at the age of The princesls of Mewar, er&b.:ill
nineteen. Shortly afterwards he left home (1498—1546) s?crxﬂced even her f-ﬂmhl y
“in search of the Supreme” and moved to  1n the name of God and got m-:?rged in her
an isolated place where Abhinavagupta (a Chosen Qeity Lhroﬁlgh Bh.ak’u Yog;. H:i?r
Kashmiri polymath, circa 950-1016) fearless disregard for somal-‘cum— amily
conventions, and persecutions by her
in-laws for her religious
devotion, made her leave
Mewar and embark on
pilgrimages.
Shrinathji one
day commanded

had lived nine centuries before. He
then found his way
to Tiruvannamalai to
meet Ramana Maharshi | peg
at the age of thirty '
years and had later '

commented, “I felt those
golden days were indeed Vallabhacharya (1479~
divine.’ 1531) to leave the worldly

life and come near Him.
So, Vallabha reached Kasi
and renounced the world
by taking Vedic Sannyasa
with a vow of silence. He
lived in a hut made of
leaves on the Hanuman
Ghat for about a week
i and spent h‘is last da'.ys in
sl whhtook contemplation of Krishna
N o Prrt Mathir: Meerabai and suffering agonies of
< separation from Him. He
entered into the Ganga on
the day of Rath Yatra at the age of fifty-two.
These select biographical excerpts of
spiritual aspirants from the NEWS heritage
of India consistently point towards that
dissatisfaction from the limited coupled with
an enquiry into the unlimited—forming the
two-fold final step for the last leap.
Badarayana, the author of Brahma-
sutras, is a voice without a form. The name

The sudden death
of Suryavati, wife of
the Assamese doyen
Srimanta Sankardey
(1449-1568) increased
his already existing |j
spiritual inclination
and he left for a twelve-

Dwaraka, Vrindavan,
Gaya, Rameswaram, Ayodhya, Sitakunda
and almost all the other major seats of the
Vaishnava faith in India. Sankardev, while
once listening with rapt attention to the
exposition by Jagadish Mishra, realized
that the Bhagavata Purana was a scripture
without parallel, a scripture that determined
Krishna as the only God, nama as the real
dharma, and aikantika-sharana and sat-

The author is-a Brahmacharini of Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidya Bhavan, Kolkata
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Badarayana is derived from the island on
which he was born covered with bc‘lrfdm
i.e. Indian jujube/Ber/Ziziphus mauFltla_ﬂﬂ
trees. Ancient geographers identify it wr1th
some place in Southern Rajputand. Nothing
significant is known about his life because
the principle is ever more important for
Orientalists than the person and also because
our libraries, the storehouses of national
literature, were ruthlessly destroyed time
and again by continuous vehement foreign
attacks, which disturbed the textual record
of our continuous age-old tradition. An
example of this can be the hundreds of

are compared — the Samkhya-sutras
aim at trividha-duhkha-atyanta-nivrtti
(i.e. complete cessation of three kinds
of pain), Yoga-sutras atyoga-anushasana
(instruction about silencing the mental
modifications), Nyaya-sutras atnisshreyas-
adhigama (supreme felicity), Vaisesika-
sutras atdharma-vyakhya (explanation of
piet}’=religicn) and Purva-mimamsa-sutras
at dharma-jijnasa (inquiry into duty). Itis the
Brahma-sutras alone which discuss candidly
about the immanent integral presence,
Even the ten principal commentators,

Sankara, Bhaskara,

thousands of religious
manuscripts in the
Nalanda libraryand also
texts on grammar, logic,
literature, astrology,
astronomy and|g
medicine which g

were ransacked and |g
destroyed by an army of
the Mamluk Dynasty of |E
the Delhi Sultanate [F%
under Bakhtiyar
Khiljiin circa 1200. Itis

] |~ =
- ——
=

ﬁalanda

in this wake that Swami
Vivekananda had written to his brother-
disciple Swami Brahmananda in 1894, “ ..
great sages come with special messages
for the world, and not for name, but their
followers throw their teachings overboard
and fight over their names - this is verily the
history of the world””

The Brahma-sutras as a text
primarily settle the doubtful passages in
the Upanishads in favour of Brahman, the
universal Truth, and form the cream of the
other five Vedic philosophical traditions.
This can be understood when the objectives
of the six darshangs (means of realization)

Ramanuja, Madhva,
Nimbarka, Srikantha,
Sripati, Vallabha,
Vijnanabhikshu, and
Baladeva, do not seem
to be much interested
in its space and time
specifications. The
first sutra of this
primary text of the
Uttara-Mimamsa
darshana gathers our
attention on many
issues, which can
be unearthed when

dismembered word by word as follows.

The word — Atha - is an auspicious
sound, which marks the successful
beginning of a new journey unhampered
by circumstantial, natural and personal
limitations. It is said that Atha and Omkara
are the two sounds, which emerged from
the throat of the creator Brahma. It has been
proved scientifically by examining the crystal
formations of water exposed to prayer,
classical music, folk music, etc. that these
sound-vibrations have a powerful effect on
our body, which is composed of 72 per cent
water. Sound travels well in water and thus,
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human bodies are very good conductors of
sound.
But according to others, Atha, signi fies
the criteria of eligibility for this enquiry i.e.
sadhana-catushtaya. This means that an
aspirant ought to possess discrimination
between the permanent and temporary
[m'tyﬂ-cmftya—w:stu-vfwku]. repunciation
of the enjoyment of the fruits of actions
in this world and hereafter (iha-amutra-
artha-phala-bhoga-viraga), the six treasures
(sat-sampati), which are Sharna (restraining
the outgoing mental propensities), Dama
(restraining the external sense-organs),
Uparati (withdrawing the Self), Titiksha
(forbearance), Samadhana (self-settledness)
and Shraddha (faith), and Mumukshutva
(desire for freedom) before embarking on
the enquiry of Brahman. They signify the
pre-conditions which should be fulfilled
before the inner journey begins.
The second particle — Afah - signifies
the next step, i.e., preliminary training
of the gross, fickle. material mind, which
is indispensable to grasp the subtle
Brahman. This training includes textual
as well as intellectual clarity because the
transcendental cannot be apprehended
through sensory mediums. S0, the medium
has to be made transparent and pure to make
it a fit receptacle of subtle understanding.
Our scriptures use the phrase, samit-pani,
for disciples when they approach a preceptor
for learning. This phrase means that one
ought to be so sharp, so dry and ready that
he is able to catch the flash of the preceptor
and get enlightened instantly, just as dry
inflammable wood, which gets ablaze by
just a spark.
The word Brahman signifies the
omnipresent principle. Yaska, the 4" century
BCE author of Nirukta, the first ayailable

Atha Atah Brahma — Jijnasa 45

etymological treatment of the Vedas, has also
explained it as brahma parivridhamsarvatah
(Nirukta 1.8) which suggests its omnipresent
aspect.

Living beings, be it human beings or
ants or bees and other social species have a
peculiar tendency to blindly acquire more
and more matter in lieu of their quest for
infinity. This innate urge for infinity, because
we are all children of Immortal Bliss, is
mistakenly identified with different forms of
matter in primitive stages till the medium is
refined by fine tuning to realize the absolute
innate universal subtle presence. Each of
us wants to know and control everything,
to be powerful and occupy a phenomenal
position in life — but all these are mini-
versions or unsteady reflections of the
omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent
Energy=Brahman in Indian terminology.

The last but not the least term of this
aphorism is - Jijnasa — 1.e. the desire of
knowledge. The verbal root ‘jna’ in Sanskrit,
according to Panini (4 century BCE), means
avabodhana, which is not just to know
but to be awakened enough to realize the
omnipresence through direct experience
(aparokshaanubhuti). Knowledge is a limited
sense-bound concept because it includes
the knower, the process of knowing and the
known object. But this Brahman cannot
be an object of knowing because it is not
different from the knower and moreover itis
omnipresent, so every effort of our sensory
organs to express it in material terms is
futile. Thus is the persistent instruction cum
advice of both ancient and modern Indian
spiritual practitioners to go within, far from
the sensory inlets to experience this Truth.

This introductory first aphorism of
the Brahma-sutras is quite crucial and has
been discussed in detail by almost all the
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commentators, some of them cxceedmg

even one hundred and fifty typed PﬂEESHE
It reflects the innate urge of an individual
to delve within for an integral experi{:m.:e.
Shedding light on this very fl.[.'ll‘lut'.lsﬂ'h
Swami Vivekananda had written in &
letter to Sj. Pramada Das Mitra (a Vedanta
scholar based in Benares and also a great
benefactor and well-wisher of Swam iji) on 7
August 1889 from Baranagore, Calcutta that
Shankaracharya “contends with reference {0
athato brahma-jijnasa that the atha here does
not mean “subsequent to the study of the
Vedas.” because it is contrary to proof that
the study of the Upanishad is not per missible
without the previous study of the Vedic
Mantras and Brahmanas, and because there
is no intrinsic sequence between the Vedic
Karmakanda and Vedic Jnanakanda. It is
evident, therefore that one may attain to
the knowledge of Brahman without having
studied the ceremonial parts of the Veda.”
Swami Vireshwarananda (1892-
1985), a direct disciple of the Holy Mother
Sri Sarada Devi and tenth President of the
Ramakrishna Order had published The
Brahma-sutras with text, word-for-word
translation, English rendering, comments
and index from Advaita Ashrama, Mayavati

in 1936, He writes in the Introduction

that, “...Badarayana has syler‘nati.zed the
Phjlgsgphy of the Upaﬂlmshads in his work,
and like them his Sutras also are all-
comprehensive. The Upanishads, we must
remember, do not teach throughout any
particular doctrine. They cor}tam various
doctrines which are meant for people at
different stages of spiritual evolution. They
are not contradictory, but rather they are
based on the principle of Adhikaribheda,
+s all are not capable of apprehending the
same truth...

This grand principle of Adhikaribheda
is the foundation on which the teachings of
the Upanishads, the Brahma-Sutras and the
Gita are based and that is the reason why
they have been universally accepted by the
Hindus of all classes and denominations.”

The American writer, humorist,
entrepreneur, publisher and lecturer, Samuel
Langhorne Clemens, ‘Mark Twain'(1835
~1910) had probably referred to this Indian
spiritual instinct while writing that,

“The Indian may seem poor to we
rich Westerners

but in matters of the spirit

it is we who are the paupers

and they who are millionaires.” #
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Right to Access Internet: The Journey from Luxury to Necessity

Mouswmt Mukherjee, Ramokrishna Servada Mission Vivekananda Vidvabhavan

ABSTRACT:

Right to access to internet implies connect to every body all over the world. It makes the life of an
individual easier. Now a days, Internet in not only about collect data or information from websites
bur also a system which make the public life faster and has brought new horizon of development.
This paper tries to highlight different aspect of internet access, which showed the significance of
the right to access o internet. At present sifuation internet access is required to everybody and 1o
everywhere, otherwise daily life will be hampered. Education to occupation, health sector to travel
agency, spending leisure to attending conference or payment -for every single activity the right to
access to internet make it more special. Easily it has been proved that now a days it's not luxury

to mankind, rather it's a necessity. 5o no one should not be deprived of this right.

1|FPage

W W, r.'_'u'arar_'.':rl':'r.':r.'rar.n:'n m



Right to Access Internet: The
Journey from Luxury to Necessity

Mousumi Mukherjee, Ramakrishna
Sarada Mission Vivekananda

Vidyabhavan CLICK HERE TO FULL...



LEADERSHIP LESSONS FROM A SINKING SHIP
Amarend: a Pattnaik, Binita Behers

CONSEQUENCES ON HUMAN RESOURCE PRACTICES
Anguibiala Mishra. Subhasmita Biswal

GROWTH AND CHALLENGES OF GIG EMPLOYEES IN INDIA
Babby Jacob, Mohsin Shaikh

EVALUATING THE LINKAGE UNITING HR SYSTEMAND
COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE STATUS INPRIVATE RANKS
Saloru Pahuga, Priyanka Garg

CHALLENGES ON THE WORKPLACE DUE TOCHANGING
mmmmmmt

A STUDY ON VIRTUAL LABS- REINVENTING THE FUTURE
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT IN INDIAN BANKING
S. Chitra, K.PV. Ramanakumar

POST PANDEMIC METAMORPHOSIS IN HR CURVATURES
Vandana Mohanty, Jyotirmaya, S.

A STUDY ON WORK FROM HOME PRACTICE SAMONG
MANAGERS IN IT INDUSTRY

Vijay K C, Sreejith S S

REINVEHHHGTHEHJRBEOFMMWSS..
Yajnasem Mukheree

EMPLOYEEANDWDRKEHGAGEHEHT:M&HMTDM
PROBLEMS OF THE HANDLOOMINDUSTRY IN INDIA
Surendra Kumar, Sneha Maindola, Manoy Rawat

SOCIAL MEDIA ADDICTION AMONG INDIAN YOUNG ADULTS
DURING COVID-19

Sonia David, Uma Warmer

THE ROLE OF SOCIAL MEDIA IN DIGITALMARKETING
PLATFORM TO DRAW SHOPPERS'ATTENTION IN....

Sukumar Sarker, Subhajit Pahari

IMPACT OF CONSORTIUM IN SOCIAL MEDIAON \
BUSINESSES OF WOMEN ENTREPRENEURSDURING .
Tanima Chakraborty Dey, Shibnath Baneree
SOCIAL ENTERPRISE AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP: LESSON
LEARNT FROM PANDEMIC CRISIS
Rajeev Kumar Gupta
ANALYZING THE PROBLEMS FACED BY FASHION
RETAIL STORES DUE TO COVID-19 QUTBREAK
Mukherjee, Venkataiah C., Manish Mohan Baral,
Sharad ch. Srivastava, B Jana

A STUDY ON IMPACT OF SOCIAL MEDIAINFLUENCERS'
ENDORSEMENTS ON THE BUYINGBEHAVIOUR OF GEN z.

NeBiah id i Mediaa D T NALINGA INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY

EFFECT OF WORK FROM HOME ON WORKPLACE Deemed to be University U/S 3 of the UGC Act, 1956
ROMANCE: A SOCIO-ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE

oG I SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT

COMPANY: COMPARATIVE ANALYSISBETWEEN SAIL ..
Brijlal Mallik, Dasarathi Sahu

HEALTH TOURISM - A C ASE STUDY OF NARAYANA
Nimble 0 J, AV. Chinnasamy

IMPACT OF COVID 190N SECTORAL INDICES OF NSE...

Shibila €, Jayarajan TK lMC 2021

NEW ROLE OFHUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT special issue

IN COVID-19 CRISIS
Ashim Kumar Sarmah, Payel Chaudhuri

5 e .




PARIKALPANA : KIIT Journal of Ma

ISSN (P) : 0974-2808 ISSN (E) : 2582,
CONTENTS

A STUDY OF OCCUPATIONAL STRESS AMONG UNIVERSITY
ACADEMIC STAFF IN INDONESIA AND MALAYSIA

Diana Septi Purnama, Mohsin Shaikh, Muh Farozin, Budi Astuti
IMPORTANCE OF VIRTUAL INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION ON

EMPLOYEE MOTIVATION DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC: AN EXPLORATORY

STUDY ON WOMEN COLLEGE TEACHERS IN KOLKATA, WEST BENGAL
Aditi Das, Kaushik Banerjee

MENSTRUAL LEAVE AT WORKPLACE: EMPLOYEES’ POINT OF VIEW
Adrija Bhattacharya, Stotram Kumar, Amarendra Pattnaik

LEADERSHIP LESSONS FROM A SINKING SHIP
Amarendra Pattnaik, Binita Behera

CONSEQUENCES ON HUMAN RESOURCE PRACTICES DURING COVID-19
Angurbala Mishra, Subhasmita Biswal

GROWTH AND CHALLENGES OF GIG EMPLOYEES IN INDIA
Bobby Jacob, Mohsin Shaikh

EVALUATING THE LINKAGE UNITING HR SYSTEM AND
COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE STATUS IN PRIVATE BANKS
Saloni Pahuja, Priyanka Garg

CHALLENGES ON THE WORKPLACE DUE TO CHANGING NATURE OF
WORKFORCE MANAGEMENT: AN ANALYSIS ON THE FUTURE OF WORK
Sarita Dhal, Dhyanadipta Panda, Nishi Kanta Mishra

A STUDY ON VIRTUAL LABS- REINVENTING THE FUTURE WORK FORCE
DEVELOPMENT IN INDIAN BANKING INDUSTRY FOR FUTURE
ORGANISATIONAL SUSTAINABILITY

S. Chitra, K.P.V. Ramanakumar

POST - PANDEMIC METAMORPHOSISINHRCURVAITJRBS _
Vandana Mohanty, Jyotirmaya,S. i, Sl PR
A STUDY ON WORK FROM HOME PRACTICES AMONG

MANAGERS IN IT INDUSTRY
Vijay K C, Sreejith S S

REINVENTING THE FUTURE OF WORK AND BUSINESS: THE PSYCHOLOGICAL

PERSPECTIVE

110

138



Rl

IMPORTANCE OF VIRTUAL INTERPE SO
COMMUNICATION ON EMPLOYEE MOTIV.
DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC: AN EXPLO

STUDY ON WOMEN COLLEGE TEACHERS IN |
KOLKATA, WEST BENGAL

Aditi Das
PhD Scholar, Management, Brainware University, Kolkata-125
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Dept of Journalism and Mass Communication, RKSMVV
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Associate Professor,

ABSTRACT

COVID-19 pandemic has significantly impacted on every aspect of
mankind. Education sector is not left behind. Many education orgaluzat}OfllS
around the world are closed now, The whole education system spccl;zlc y
teaching-learning, knowledge sharing, evaluation methods etc. have : n
shifted from offline to online platform. Teachers are forced to work hr'om
home and they persistently trying to adopt new modes of \:’ll'tllal teac tllxlel:i
The new normal working process is challenging for them in keeping =
motivation to work. Lack of physical face to face communication w1t0
students, colleagues, the Principals is affecting in teachers mOtlvatll()l;, o
work. This research study is an explorative case study and the saxg;} e £
selected by using purposive sampling technique. For this studyrh eﬁere
teachers of a Kolkata based college, West Bengal were c_hosen_. t‘:ijé e
interviewed on telephone to collect data. _In-depth m}ervtl‘;ar g
findings are divided into themes and discussed. This stu tge %, 2
beneficial for the higher education authority to concentrate on the role

i i l ¢ lication in respect of teachers’ Amotivation,

Sy,

. Keywords: Virtual °°m“m°a“‘°“
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Status Of Women In Social Movements In India

Sanju Lal

[Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science,

Ramakrisna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, West Bengal, India]

Abstract : Movements are not themselves actors, movements are something that
people create to press for social change. Social movements are generally seen as
phenomena of the modem era. Social movement has been defined as an organized
effort by a group of people either to bring or resist change in the society. Social
movements adopt protest, confrontation or conflict as a method to focus attention on
different issues and attempt to bring about qualitative changes in the traditional social
structures and social relationships, which are unequal and oppressive. Women’s
movements are that they are led by women and for women. The women’s movement
is an important variant of social movements. It is an important but neglected aspect of
studies on social movements like tribal and ethnic, peasant and workers, backward
classes, cultural and religious movements, etc. Women’s movement is an important
variant of social movement in the sense that it aims to bring changes in the institutional

arrangements, values, customs and beliefs in the society that have subjugated women

over the years.

Key words : Qualitative Changes, Social Relationships, Backward Classes, Tribal

and Ethnic Movements.

Introduction : There were several evil social practices like Sati (burning of widow on the
funeral pyre of her husband), child marriage, ban on widow remarriage, polygamy etc. During
the British rule the spread of English education and Western liberal ideology among Indians
and spread of Christianity and missionary activities, resulted in a number of movements for
social change and religious reform in the nineteenth century. The reform movements of
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries focused on women’s issues. The Brahmo Samaj,
Prarthana Samaj and the Arya Samaj played important role in projecting women'’s issues in a
wider context.

As a result of the social reform movement of the 19th century, the social evils were
eliminated and opportunities were provided to women for their education. In the national
movement for the first time many women belonging to the middle class, were started to taking

part in the political activities.

Pandita Ramabai was other Indian social reformer, a champion for the emancipation
of women, and a pioneer in education. Her book “The High Caste Hindu Woman” was a

vjrcerajournal2019@gmail.com (ISSN: 2348-571X), www.erajournal.co.in 15
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Economic Aspect of Education

Dr. Sanchali Bhattacharya, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics,
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan

Abstract:

This paper illustrates some methodological issues regarding estimates of rate of return to
educational investment. It discusses the world patterns of economic aspect of education and
in this context tries to focus on some major problems. This paper also points out some
important controversies on the economic aspect of education.

Keywords: Education, Rate of Return, Estimates, Educational Investment, World Pattern,
Female Education, Male Education, General Education, VVocational Education.

Introduction:

In the budgetary allocation for the formal education systems of the developing countries it
can be observed that in many developing countries the shape of allocation is like an inverted
pyramid. Overall secondary and tertiary education receives public resources more than four
times compared to that in primary education. Implementation of human development strategy
for the developing countries requires a change in the composition of government spending,
e.g. low-priority public expenditure like debt servicing, expenditure of military and internal
security, reducing subsidies for some public enterprises like airlines, luxury hotels etc.,
reducing the social security schemes by which the urban elite class is benefitted and above all
reallocation of resources towards the activities which benefit the larger number of people like
public health, compulsory primary education etc.

To establish this human development strategic view returns to investment in education play
an important role. In this present study some methodological issues are discussed regarding
estimates of rate of return to educational investment.

Estimates of Rate of Return to Educational Investment: Some Methodological Issues:

There are four major estimates of rate of return to educational investment. These are as
follows:

1. Benefit-Cost Ratio (BCR) Method
2. Net Present Value (NPV) Method
3. Elaborate Method

4. Earnings Function Method

Volume X1V, Issue I, January/2022 Page No: 547
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Historians and Literary Studies:

A Study of the Literature of Soviet Women Survivors of the 1930s
Soma Marik!

Abstract:

The second half of the 1930s has been called the period of the Great Terror in
the Soviet Union. Historians have often focused on quantitative data. This
paper looks at women survivor literature, to make sense of the social
dimensions of the era.

Nadhezhda Mandelstam’s Hope Against Hope is a story of her loss of Osip
Mandelstam, her life thereafter, trying to keep alive his work, while on the run
as widow of a “counter-revolutionary”. Evgenia Ginzburg’s Journey Into the
Whirlwind and Within the Whirlwind look at how an honest communist’s
decision to challenge instructions from above led to a crisis, her trial as an
enemy of the people, and long years in prison and the Gulag. Lydia
Chukovskaya’s Sofia Petrovna is a witness novel written during the Terror
itself by the wife of an executed man. The questions we need to ask are, did
the terror affect men and women all in the same way, particularly those who
were not executed but imprisoned or lived in exile? What light do the
women’s writings throw for historians working on the Stalin era?

Keywords: Stalin’s Terror; Gender Narrative; Survivor Literature.

The Focus:

This paper examines certain aspects of the impact of the Terror and Purges of the Soviet
Union of the 1930s as seen and felt by women foregrounding gender as part of the narrative
strategy. Four books have been taken up: Sofia Petrovna by Lydia Chukovskaya, is a novel
speaking as a testimony of the times for future generations. Nadezhda Mandelstam’s Hope
Against Hope, shows how she tried to protect her husband Osip Mandelstam, sent off to the
Gulag, where he died. Finally, Evgenia Ginzburg’s two volumes (Ginzburg 1995, Ginzburg
1981) showed how a loyal party member arrested and asked to confess to crimes she could

not even understand.

! Dr Soma Marik is working as an Associate Professor of History at Ramakrishna Sarada Mission, Vivekananda
Vidyabhavan.
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Interpersonal Communication and Work

Motivation of Teachers
Aditi Das*', Dr. Arnab Kumar Banerjee?

['PhD Scholar, Management, Brainware University, Kolkata-125]

[? Assistant Professor, Dept. of Jounalism and Mass Communication, VIRC]

Abstract: Interpersonal communication plays a vital role on the work motivation of
teachers of any educational institution. In the backdrop of every student’s success story,
there is a strong support of his/her teacher(s). He acts like a friend, philosopher and
guide. But teachers are also human beings. They also need motivation to do his works
effectively. A demotivated teacher fails to perform his duties inside the classroom as
well as in the institution. As a result, it affects in the educational institutes’ overall
performance. The implication of correct interpersonal communication skills can
increase the work motivation of teachers. The purpose of this paper is to understand the
role of interpersonal communication in enhancing the work motivation of teachers. The
narrative literature review methods are used for describing the role of interpersonal
communication in enhancing the work motivation of teachers. All the data are secondary
in nature and collected from different books, articles, e-journals, websites etc. In the
beginning, this paper describes what is meant by interpersonal communication,
employee motivation and then discusses how interpersonal communication skills
impacts work motivation of teachers. The paper proposed with the fact that the effective
interpersonal communication skills can enhance the work motivation of the teachers of
different educational institutions.

Keywords: Interpersonal Communication, Interpersonal Communication Skills, Work
Motivation, Teachers

Introduction

“Teacher is a maker of man. He is foundation of all Education, and thus of the whole
civilization of mankind, present and future. No nation reconstruction is possible without the
active cooperation of the teacher.”- John Adams.

Teachers play an important role for society and nation building. He is like a friend,
philosopher,guide and facilitator of the students today. A mentally, physically and emotionally
prepared and skilled teacher will definitely disseminate a good quality of teaching. A skilled
teacher can perform better only if he is motivated enough to his work. Every educational
institute needs highly motivated teachers to achieve their goals and produce quality people of
next generation.

vjrcerajournal2019@gmail.com (ISSN: 2348-571X), www.erajournal.co.in 28
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Morality in the Light of Advaita Vedanta Darsana
Bidisha Chatterjee

Abstract

My article mostly focus on finding out ways for reconstructing the social process
that structurally and ideologically create and support male domination and
violence in our society. The social reconstruction again calls for the rectification
of the mind-set of the individuals in the society. Violence and perpetuation of
violence through evil acts will lead us nowhere other that destruction. So, I
have suggested an alternative through the lenses of Vedanta Darsana that can

change the perceptions of the people living in the society and consequently the
social ideologies and structure.

Key Words: \
Adhatmya, atma, daiva-medha, abheda, atmanam biddhi, self, atmopalabdhi.

Vedanta philosophy has long been considered as the most influential of
the philosophical systems. The seers of Vedinta darsana claim that its
principle underlies all the different religions that exist in the world and
all that will come in the future even. Vedanta is founded on the ‘later
part’ or the knowledge portion of the Vedas. The term ‘Veda’ from
Sanskrit root ‘vid’-to know, means all the super-sensuous knowledge
that has been revealed to man up to the present and that which will be in
the future. Later also Vedas become applicable to the book that keep
record of this knowledge. The Vedas were divided into two main
divisions — one is the ‘work portion’ that is the ‘Karma Kanda’ and the
other is the knowledge portion that is the ‘Jiiina Kinda’. The former
teaches man, how by performance of duty, the observance of morality
and other acts, he might go to heaven, a better place of enjoyment; and
the knowledge part which teaches him that attainment of heaven should
not be one’s aim as that too is fleeting and transitory but to go beyond
all relativity and find in himself the divine through the merging of the
self with the absolute. What is interesting to note is that Vedanta reflects
the axial features of religion and not the archaic or primal religion.
Karl jaspers draw a distinction between the two. He characterizes
primal religion as ‘mythical’. What he calls axial religion displays three
significant characteristics — rationality, spirituality and ethical principles.
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The Legendary Forerunners of the Indian Constitution

Sabita Chaudhuri
Associate Professor of Political Science
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, Dum Dum

Abstract

This paper tries to reiterate the intent attachments of revered Begum Aizaz Rasul and Dakshayani
Velayudhan in shaping our Indian Constitution. They, along with the other legendary women
associates, were firm believers in Gandhian ways and trusted in an all inclusive attribute of the Indian
society. In spite of their reverse socio-economic background Begum Aizaz Rasul and Dakshayani
Velayudhan were in the same boat as far as their commitments to the marinalised were concerned,
Both were very apprehensive about the contemporary caste, gender and religious biases in India. The
prevalent societal issues obligated them to be engaged in the social and political works as well. As the
integral parts of the Constituent Assembly their responsive participations in the debates were praise
worthy. Dakshayani remained with Ambedkar most of the time on ‘Scheduled Castes-issues’ Both
Begum Aizaz Rasul and Velayudhan were in opposition to the reservation system in any sector for
minorities and Scheduled Castes respectively. They strived in the Constituent Assembly as well as in
parliamentary platforms for the empowerment of the discriminated sections of the Indian people and
left immense impacts. Dakshayani represented the Cochin Legislative Council and Provincial
Parliament, Begum Aizaz Rasul also proved herself as a knowledgeable one in the legislative bodies
and in the state executive. This paper based on secondary data would like to restate their remarkable

deeds and dreams of an inclusive India.

On this 75th year of Independence of our country, when we are acknowledging the extensive and
hard struggle of our freedom fighters, we should and must simultaneously remember the luminary,
thoughtful women personalities who triumphed over all social hindrances to put together, in
framing the constitutional provisions, one of the most cited Constitutions of the world, the Indian

Constitution. .
The Constitution is notably one of the most comprehensive constitutions in the world. And it

turned out to be so voluminous and excellent because of the highly educated and revered panel of

the Drafting Committee of the Constituent Assembly (CA). ‘
The representation of women in the Constituent Assembly was not ideal, rather meager. T hey

d and eighty nine members. But the scholarly and

were only fifteen in number out of three hundre e

glorious contributions of these talented personae have leftan outright and perpetual impacto e
country and the world with their hard work in framing our constitutional provisions. Virtually allo
these stalwart members were associated with the national movements and their commitment to

Me 21 MM
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First page of the paper

Theoretical Framework for Social Media Marketing
Sreejaya Chatterjee'
Dr. Kallal Banerjee®

['PhD Scholar, Department of Management, Swami Vivekananda University and
Faculty, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Ramakrishna Sarada
Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhava]

[?Director of School of Management, Swami Vivekananda University]

Abstract: Social media platforms are becoming very popular and highly acceptable
for marketing, business promotion as a large number of audience participation and
interaction is gained. Unlike the one-way communication that the most mass media
channel has, social media leaps a little forward as it enables two-way communication
between users. Social media is a blessing which can boost one’s business by attracting
customers, getting their reviews and thus building a customer loyalty. It also helps in
increasing revenue by building customer networks and advertising, hence developing
one’s business. Some traditional theories are dealt here to provide a foundation in
knowing and explaining the constructs of social media. It helps us to analyse how an
individual forms a network group, how their opinions are worked upon by marketeers
and how information is passed on to each other no matter from where one is operating.
This paper focuses on review of relevant theories and their implication on business
and marketing research through social media.

Keywords - Media is the Message, Social Network Analysis, Uses and Gratification.

Introduction

Social networking sites have invaded a regular life with swiftness to be a vital
social podium for computer mediated communication. YouTube, Facebook, LinkedIn,
Twitter awesome glaring examples for defining new system of communicating with
computers and smart devices as a common tool to fasten group creation and increased
indulgence and influence. Social networking sites has drawn the attention of corporates,
small business, academia for its own vested benefits. With a huge user concentration,
social networking sites are the world largest growing networking tool. It allows audiences
to connect to a social network, enhance and propagate relationships with anyone they want
to. If users derive benefit, they go on to use this platform for communication in business or
personal arena. Now the question comes up “ Do theories really hold significance for
social media?” Facebook was born from the desire to connect with fellow students (Mezrich,
et al. 2009), even Twitter was not created out of enormous knowledge of social network
theories. In today’s digital era, numerous new ideas can be initiated and tested through
different social media platforms. Some might become a hit, and some might fade away
due to lack of interaction and participation. However, all these might look very catchy, still
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Democracy: Past, Present and Future in India
Sanju Lal

[Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science,

Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidybhavan, West Bengal]

Abstract: In the phrase of Abraham Lincoln, democracy is a government “of the
people, by the people, and for the people.” In the dictionary definition, democracy “is
government by the people in which the supreme power is vested in the people and
exercised directly by them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system.”India
is the largest democracy in the world. Afterseventy five years of independence we
have witnessed the conduct of successful elections, peaceful changes of government
at the Centre and in the States, people exercising freedom of expression, movement
and religion. India has also been developing and transforming economically and
socially. At the same time we, quite often, listen complains about prevalent inequalities,
injustice or non-fulfillment of expectations of certain sections of the society. These
people do not feel themselves participative in the democratic process.

Keywords: Democracy, Directive Principles, Human Rightss,Constituent Assembly.

Introduction

In India our established mechanisms of representation (regular elections, political
parties, and parliament) are necessary, but not much sufficient for a democratic society.
Other key elements include the active participation of people in politics and civic life with
some measure of shared values related to civic responsibilities; protection of the human
rights of all citizens, including minorities; and the equal application of laws to all people.
An independent media and access to accurate information are essential. The objective of
my paper is to identify major problems and challenges being faced by Indian democracy
and recognize the corrective measures for improving the Indian democratic system. [ would
also like to highlight the role of political leadership. We need more discussion on what it is
to be a politician and what is expected of those who are elected to represent others.

In the last decade, demagogues have been on the rise. Once in power, elected leaders
.with authoritarian inclinations have often entrenched themselves in governments, while
mtens_e party polarization has left voters blind to autocrats’ abuses. Furthermore, as voters
seem increasingly susceptible to misinformation, the rise of economic inequality has made
democracy vulnerable to capture by powerful interest. The elements of democratic
governance (such as elections or parliaments) which the international community often
find gasiest to support have not necessarily created sustainable change within societies or
provided the greatest benefits for people. We also need to pay attention to supporting political
culture, organization and norms, and civic engagement. There is a widespread perception
gl:r:sdemocracy 1s in peed of reshaping .v\{ith an err{phz}sis on participation, engagement,

parency, responsiveness, accountability and eftectiveness.
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Bengali Theatre: Defying Colonial Ban

By depicting India’s heroic past, the dramatists inspired patriotism, en
the freedom struggle, and offered an antidote to spreading cultura

Dr Sunetra Miy,

couraged participation in
| colonisation. The colonial

public theatre in this way became reflective of national character and in a sense was a system of
organisation and consumption that modelled national behaviour.

he proscenium theatre in India began in
the two colonial metropolises of Calcutta
and Bombay towards the second half of
the eighteenth century. However, it was not
before 1850s that plays written in Bengali started to
be staged in the lavish private theatres of the Calcutta
aristocracy with very limited viewers. Throughout
the 1860s, these elite controlled theatres presented a
number of outstanding plays addressing contemporary,
social themes like widow remarriage, polygamy, class
and racial oppression, etc. The theatres aroused popular
interest and the very restrictive nature of these theatres
led to the emergence of the public theatre that grew upon
the enthusiasm and determination of the educated, middle
class youth for whom the new medium held enormous
scope for entertainment and voicing their opinions.
The new public theatre embraced a wider audience and
preferences as its ingredients. Having
attained its own autonomous status as
valid artistic/performative articulation,
this theatre responded to the socio-
political situation.

BENGALI
THEATR
200 YEARS

The colonial government had to | ™o

employ a strategy to control institutions
like the theatre that would prohibit
any tendency “likely to excite feelings
of disaffection to the government
established by law in British India,” or
“likely to deprave and corrupt persons
present at the performance,” or was
“otherwise prejudicial to the interests of
the public.” The increasing populuri;y of
the plays made the government sensitive
towards portrayals that were “obscene,”

lacked in “morality” and went against “public interests.”
The actor or owner of the theatre flouting these conditions
was liable for punishment “on conviction before a
Magistrate with imprisonment for term which may
extend to three months or with fine or with both.” The
Great National Theatre of Babu Bhuban Mohan Niyogi
was soon singled out for violating these parameters. The
farce, Gajadanand Yuvaraj came under censorship and
its acting was stopped. The police came down heavily
on the theatre for alleged derision of High Court lawyer,
Jagadanand Mukhopadhyay for his excessive loyalty
towards the ruling class. Following this, censorship was
clamped on the play, Surendra-Binodini on grounds of
vulgarity and obscenity even though the real provocation
was the depiction of a British official as a rapist. Many
of the actors were also put under custody. Later that year,
the Dramatic Performances Act (1876) was passed and

- 1 public theatre was effectively barred
from using overtly subversive political
messages. The Act extended to the whole
of India and by the powers it conferred
on the local governments, it could stop
the performance and suppress or forfelt
any drama, which, in its opinion, may
be considered seditious, obscene of
defamatory. Within the next three months.
ic Vernacular Press Act was also passed
into law by the same government by Lord
Lytton on November, 1877. Thus, both
’tl‘lc stage and the press were supprk‘ﬁs"d'
Fhough the latter was removed bY
Lord Ripon, the Dramatic Performances
Act continued to operate for the next
seventy years,

The author is an Associate Professor, Department of History, RKSM Vivekananda Vidyabhavan, Kolk
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[shwar Chandra Vidyasagar: In the Light of H“manism

Dr. Sanchali Bhattacharya
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics,
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan

Mithun Chowdhury
State Aided College Teacher, Department of Education,
Dum Dum Motijheel Rabindra Mahavidyalaya

Abstract: Vidyasagar is considered as the pioneer of humanism. Vidyasagar was , Major
social reformer and spearheaded the Bengal Renaissance era. Vidyasagar aimed for the
overall social, educational, moral and cultural development of the people. He striveq for his
entire life to eradicate various social evils, uplift the conditions of the people of lower
sections of the society and spread the light of education among them. His efforts to elevate
the social position of women and his continuous efforts to help them achieve equal positions
in the society are exceptionally noted.

Keywords: Humanism, Individualism, Renaissance, Rationalism, Education.

The period 1450-1600 is generally considered to be the period of Italian and European
Renaissance. Humanism was a part of the philosophy of the Renaissance era. According to
~ humanists, the goal of a person should not only be proficient in a few fields or to master
- various fields, but also to achieve true humanity to become an ideal person. To achieve this
- goal, the attainment of education is an indispensible criterion. Human society and life, the
principles and ideals of survival, the free will of the individual, and the relationship of the
world with the individual— all are attached with modern humanity.

The legacy of social reform movement started by Ram Mohan Roy in the Renaissance of
Bengal was carried on by Vidyasagar. His sole aim was to ensure the overall welfare of the
peoplf: and arise the feeling of social awareness among them. Just as Ram Mohan Roy played
a leadlgg role in establishing equal rights of women in the society by abolishing the practice
qf “Sati”, similarly, Vidyasagar also embarked on the struggle for the establishment of fair
rights of women in the society through social reforms. Vidyasagar wanted to enhance the

positic?n of widqws in the contemporary society by forming a movement for their rights. He
also tried to eradicate polygamy and child marriage,

The most accomplished work of Vidyasagar's life was his contribution towards the
enactment of the Widow Remarriage Act, the largest social movement in Bengal in the
{Jl‘rine:eentl.l century. At that time, various corruptions and many evil religious practices Were
(1)1: t: (g)ec} in thf: society of Bengal.. Earlier the widow remarriage attempts were made in 0
i ;\1, iac;:eassx: Bengal before Vidyasagar, by some other social reformers but the attemp'*
o . yasagar was the first to succeed in this endeavour. His main objective Was '

en the conscience of the people towards widows through this reform movement. He

20
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Abstract

Todays era is the digital era and information is disseminated speedily through online social networks. Social media
platforms are high in demand for business promotion and marketing as mass audience use this platform for their highly
interactive feature. Social media is also becoming an influential tool for entrepreneurs. People are indulging in new
business and in this information era, the entrepreneurs should extract the benefits from social media platforms to connect
the audience to promote their goods, services or ideas. Social media is advantageous to consumers as it allows access to
diversified markets and allows entrepreneurs in building a proper relationship with their client. It is a boon to business as
it can elevate one's business by attracting customers, getting their reviews and thus building a customer loyalty.
Acknowledging the active growth of the social media usage, it is required to study the importance of social networks in
women entrepreneurship. Consequently, the purpose of this research is to examine how online social networks affect
women's entrepreneurship, their perception of the factors that will influence entrepreneurship in social media along with its
effect on the entrepreneurial activities led by women in food business and handloom business. Additionally, this study tries
to comprehend how effective social media is as a tool for marketing and promotion as well as how it aids customers in
making decisions about what to buy. The results revealed that social media influences women entrepreneurship and
discusses their scopes and challenges while using the social media platforms for entrepreneurial activities. The study
concludes that Facebook is the most opted platform for women indulging in business. Moreover, the authors have observed
that there are challenges faced by women entrepreneurs such as negative comments using slangs, cyber bullying in the used
online social media platforms.

Keywords: Women Entrepreneurs, Social Networking Sites, Promotional tool, Entrepreneurship, Principal Component
Analysis.

1.0 Introduction

In the past two decades we have witnessed a radical
transition in how business is managed and how individuals
interact. Digital lifestyle is a part of our daily life now. Social
media has transformed traditional ideas related to business

“Author for correspondence

Sreejaya Chatterjee and Kallal Banerjee

media usage has made remarkable imprints on entreprencurial

nractices. Social media enahles women entrenreneurs ta

and has been a bliss to many enterprises and organizations.
This cyber environment facilitates individual profile
construction, sharing contents and connecting members of
the site by apps and groups found on the internet. Social
networking sites allows audiences to connect to a social
network, enhance and propagate relationships with anyone
they want to. Users who bear benefits from using them tries
to reach out to them for their need. The explosion in social

while making use of the mobile technology in making payment
ta the client or for hankino. This is anick and easv heeanse all
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Looking at Women Empowerment Through the Window of
Entrepreneurial Culture: A Quantitative Analysis on Select Women
Entrepreneurs of North 24 Parganas, West Bengal, India.

Sreejaya Chatterjee* Dr. Kallal Banerjee**Dr. Chittaranjan Behera***

[The impact of entrepreneurial culture on women's empowerment is significant. Entrepreneurial
culture refers to a set of values, beliefs, and norms that support and encourage entrepreneurship
within a society. This culture includes attitudes towards risk-taking, innovation, creativity, and
the ability to start and run a successful business. A supportive entrepreneurial culture creates an
environment where entrepreneurs can thrive, and new ventures can flourish leading to economic
growth, job creation and empowering women. This quantitative study aims to investigate the role
of entrepreneurial culture in promoting women's empowerment and how entrepreneurial culture
affects women’s empowerment through entrepreneurship. For this study, data were collected through
a survey questionnaire administered to a sample of women entrepreneurs in various industries
and analyzed the data using descriptive statistics and Factor analysis to identify the significant
role of entrepreneurial culture that contribute to women's empowerment through entrepreneurship.
The findings suggest that a supportive entrepreneurial culture including access to mentorship
and training programs, networking opportunities, and funding sources significantly contributes
to women's empowerment through entrepreneurship. The study provides insights for policymakers,
entrepreneurs, and stakeholders in the entrepreneurial ecosystem to create an enabling environment
Sfor women entrepreneurs to thrive and promote women's empowerment. |

ntrepreneurs are widely acknowledged

to be a driving force for innovation, job

creation, and economic progress
(Audretsch 2012; Carree et al. 2007; Wennekers
et al. 2005). As varied cultures can be seen in
different countries, different organisations
portray different cultures, similarly different
entrepreneurs portray different attributes which
is accepted, appreciated, and inspiring. It reflects
how an entrepreneur conducts and presents itself
in a business. Entrepreneurial culture emerges

*  Research Scholar, Department of Management Swami
Vivekananda University,

** Director of School of Management, Swami Vivekananda
University, Kolkata West Bengal.

*#x Researcher & P.S. (Commercial) Syama Prasad Mookerjee,
Port, Kolkata.

THIRD CONCEPT, JUNE 2023

from common values and attitudes which is
credible, and hence is a successful business tool.
During the last decade, there has been a major
increase in the literature on the relationship
between cultural values and entrepreneurial
attitudes, motives, and behaviours. Culture may
enhance or lessen the impact of institutional and
economic conditions on entrepreneurial activity
by influencing attitudes, intentions, and
behaviours (Hayton & Cacciotti, 2013).
Entrepreneurial abilities enhance
competitiveness and accelerate the growth of the
business. In this context, the term
“entrepreneurial” means more than its literal
definition. It does not simply apply to those
looking to create their own business in order to

91
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Engagements with the Ordinary: A Reading ©SAGE
of Veena Das

Veena Das, Textures of the Ordinary: Doing Anthropology after Wittgenstein. Orient Black
Swan, 2020, xi + 409 pp., I1350, ISBN: 9789390122677 (Hardback).

Textures of the Ordinary is a collection of essays on the dimensions of the everyday by the noted
anthropologist Veena Das. For Das, the everyday can be found at multiple sites and conjured differently—
at the level of domesticity, political community and the larger social contract—but framing all these
imaginings is the “idea that everyday is a site on which the life of the other is engaged, that it is the space
not only of habit but of reinhabitation” (pp. 15-16). Das underlines the characteristic elusiveness of
the everyday, which she contends as arising from the very fact of its obviousness, that it unfolds right
before our eyes. The book is predominantly an engagement with the anthropological method—immersion
into the everyday presents puzzlements, and not straightforward patterns, to the author as ethnographer
who falls back on her readings of Wittgenstein’s philosophy to grapple with the perplexities of the field.

It is useful to note that the subtext of the book Doing Anthropology after Wittgenstein does not imply
a simple quest for a “philosophical anthropology”; rather, it points to the parallels between the
anthropological intent of the author, and, questions arising from the philosophy of Wittgenstein which
she has long engaged with through the writings of Stanley Cavell. An instructive exposition of this
relationship is to be found on page 16 of the Introduction. Quoting a paragraph by Cavell focusing on an
abstract philosophical moment in Wittgenstein where he talks about his philosophy having “destroyed”
what lay before, Das writes of how she is moved by the imageries of destruction being evoked (p. 16).
She concludes that acts of destruction usually bear little regard for what it is that is being destroyed. It
would indeed require a thorough reimagining of lives and what is being lost in order to understand how
places of devastation are made habitable once again by picking up the pieces and remaking the place.
Wittgenstein’s philosophy does not provide an easy beacon for Das to follow; instead, moments of
engagement with his philosophy push Das to see the everyday in a specific light which becomes the
cornerstone of her engagements with the ordinary.

The Introduction in itself is an immensely rich anthropological text that reiterates some of the key
themes explored by Das in her earlier writings on violence, social suffering and the renormalisation of
everyday life. At the same time, with almost Malinowskian undertones, the essay outlines the role of an
anthropologist, as envisaged by Das. An enduring focus is on the nature of anthropological concepts,
which instead of bearing a metaphysical origin, are, according to Das, deeply rooted in the concrete and
emerge from an eye to ethnographic detail. Her reading of Wittgensteinian concepts (p. 8), especially
their undefined, non-instructive nature, predisposes her to an understanding in which rather than
“explaining” the reality that lies outside and confronts the individual, the concepts are deeply located in
experience and are vulnerable to it. For Das, genuine anthropological engagement consists of the ability
to allow oneself to be marked by the pain of the other and to allow the knowledge of the other to
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happen to them (p. 16). She does not discard a commitment to ethnographic method but rather valorises
“voices” and subjectivities from the “field” as another route of knowing which further complicates the
understanding of the ordinary. It is here that one gets a sense of what she implies by “context” and her
perpetual anxiety over trying to frame it with terms that are alien to it.

“Words” indeed occupy a central place in Das’ understanding of ethnographic context. Her preoccu-
pation does not lie as much with the meaning of a word, an utterance or a phrase as with the understand-
ing as to how a philosophical grammar and its associative criteria give meaning to words. Language is
viewed as integral to forms of life, alive and meaningful in its usage than standing outside a reality that
it claims to represent. The element of subjective voice, which rests on the assurance that one’s words are
meaningful because someone receives them as meaningful, and its restoration remain key concerns for
the author and lie at the very core of her ethnographic intent. The issue of context is, thus, perceived,
above all, as oriented towards understanding how sense emerges within a particular lifeworld.

Other important themes that run through Introduction and reappear in many of the subsequent essays
include those of everyday acts of violence, the different imaginings of threat, the place of politics within
the ordinary, neglect as a political principle, the role of care in remaking a “new” normal, the diverse
possibilities of a return to an altered ordinary and negotiations that are part of this journey. Like Cavell,
Das also dwells on the problem of scepticism which, rather than being an epistemic question, becomes a
site for making claims to subjectivity. She, however, takes scepticism into the realm of the social where
it becomes a “site where we can see culturally specific transfigurations that provide the context of living
with such issues” (p. 17). Scepticism and the uncanny also remain recurrent themes in the volume.

Das clarifies at the outset the proposed relationship she seeks with her readers. The reader is imagined
as a concrete other, a “you” vis-a-vis the author, whom she allows a peek into her anthropological
journey. The volume is autobiographical, and Das seeks to revisit and recount her experiences from her
earlier fieldwork conducted in many low-income neighbourhoods in Delhi hoping to find her own voice
through “words” collected in the process. Aspects of the everyday are woven into each of the essays
alongside her own readings of Wittgenstein and Cavell which she labels as representing a particular
lineage of thought, a parampara (tradition) as it were. While dwelling on the relationship between
anthropology and philosophy, Das surmises that hers is not a search for better foundations for anthropology
by inquiring into the human as a general category; rather it is a means for locating the human itself by
“engaging with the concrete in specific milieus” (p. 19).

Each of the chapters highlights a specific dimension of the everyday while reiterating some of the
common themes that have been a feature of Das’ anthropology. Chapter 1 which has earlier appeared in the
Annual Review of Anthropology (1998) sets out Das’ understanding of culture and introduces the key
concept of forms of life. Culture is viewed as a resource through which individuals forge belonging and
which they draw from or contest to find their own voice and singularity through history. Chapter 2 meanders
into the realm of everyday politics where a large set of negotiations for securing access to civic infrastructure
on part of poorer urban dwellers is viewed as constituting a site of politics. In Chapters 3, 5 and 6, Das takes
up the issues of ethics, desire and mental illness and care, respectively, and seeks to locate them within the
realm of the ordinary. By drawing on fieldwork, she demonstrates how deviations from the normative are
not about an escape from habit but rather open up new possibilities, through improvisations and innovations,
for inhabiting the everyday. In between, Chapter 4 is of a slightly different orientation, and Das underlines
the predicaments that arise in accessing the ever elusive everyday. By drawing on her readings in philosophy
and episodes from her own fieldwork and biography, she tries to find the “emissaries” that the everyday
sends out in order to be recognised. She locates words and gestures that “suddenly swells up” (p. 146)
within utterances as symbols conveying far deeper, hidden meanings of everyday processes—in this case,
pertaining to issues of kinship and intimacy—than usual observations allow. Chapter 7 takes off from the
issue of pathological normativity explored in Chapter 6 and turns to the literary—in this case, a reading of
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the novelist J. M. Coetzee—to ask what kind of responsibility devolves on us as being members of a
political community where the state often takes recourse to violence, even when consent for such violence
is never given. Here, the issue of agreement in the forms of life is placed alongside that of consent in the
making of a political community. Chapter 8 is a particularly instructive chapter, perhaps one of the most
engaging in the volume, in which Das takes up the unfortunate event of the disappearance of a child from
a Delhi slum and follows the subsequent unfolding of the case in the courts of law to underline how
contradictory language and legal production of facticity, based on a range of factors such as tenor, mood
and voice of witnesses within the courtroom to processes outside of it such as police harassment, bribes and
scandals, serve to bring the textures of the everyday into the formal language of law.

Chapters 9—11 are of a somewhat different nature and address directly the question of anthropological
knowledge and its relation to philosophy and literature. Chapter 9 follows Wittgenstein’s critique of
Frazer’s reflections on primitive belief and ritual to argue for a more meaningful interface between
philosophy and anthropology. Das builds on Wittgenstein’s attention to “our common background as
humans” to argue that had Frazer paid attention to this fact, he might have been able to identify the
commonalities that exist between practices in his own society and that of the so-called primitives he
studied. Chapter 10 takes up a reading of classical texts of British social anthropology to offer a critical
perspective on how anthropological concepts have been traditionally generated, chiefly how a European
“common sense” has come to pervade anthropological concepts which are then viewed as general and,
thus, applicable equally across all societies. In the final chapter, Das draws from anthropological
literature on grief and rehabilitation to argue how concepts in anthropology can potentially emerge from
the most quotidian of experiences, including those of the ethnographer in the field. Here, we encounter
not as much of Das’ own “voice” as that of Renato Roslado whose “anthropoetry” (p. 309), after the
occasion of his wife’s tragic death while doing fieldwork, presents for the author new possibilities for
both anthropology and the anthropologist for making sense of the ordinary.

Immensely rich in scope, the essays in the volume can be read at various levels. Crucially, they reiterate
an understanding of the everyday as a site where the lives of humans are engaged within their relationship
to the concrete. Several of the essays (Chapters 1 and 3—7) have been published earlier as individual
research papers. Nonetheless, they come together beautifully to represent the career and thought of one of
the most engaging social anthropologists in contemporary times. The volume is well annotated, and the
notes provide an excellent reference system to locate many of the observations made by the author in the
essays in the context of her earlier work. As a collection, it picks up various strands of Das’ thoughts and
practice of anthropology. It does not claim to present any authoritative account of anthropological practice
but rather guides the reader back to the question of what it is to inhabit the ordinary.

A fact that is perhaps worth a mention for anyone reading this volume is that much of it rests in part
on prior familiarity with Das’ work. The notes are useful but are not always sufficient for explaining the
context in which some ofthe observations are made by the author. However, that is perhaps understandable,
given the volume’s autobiographical intent and the effort to pack snippets from an anthropological
engagement that spans over three decades in the neighbourhoods of Delhi. The references to the
philosophy of Wittgenstein through the writings of Cavell and to those of Cora Diamond, Sandra Laugier,
Alice Cray among others, can potentially pose a challenge to the uninitiated. Familiarity with literature
on the relationship between anthropology and philosophy can only help in grasping the intensity and
breadth of this otherwise fascinating volume.

Anasua Chatterjee

Department of Sociology

RKSMVV, West Bengal State University, Kolkata
Email: anasua.chatterjee@rksmvv.ac.in
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