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ABSTRACT 

Western urban theory has traditionally viewed neighbourhoods as historical or administrative conveniences 
that functioned to organize civic life of communities in urban space. However, little attention has been paid to 
the diverse forms of sociability that emerge and thrive within these spaces. Even in the cities of the Global South, 
neighbourhood patterns have been sought to be explained predominantly through the twin lens of social 
inequality and spatial segregation. As such, the affective potential of the neighbourhood has remained relatively 
unexplored. By focusing on everyday life in the para-s (traditional neighbourhoods) of Kolkata, this paper draws 
attention to the ways in which these socio-spatial units display agency of their own, actively shaping urban 
identities and urban dwellers’ relationship to the city. The paper argues that institutions and practices 
characteristic of para-based socialities allows for such processes. The paper surmises that para life offers new 
insights towards understanding the  everyday inhabitation of the urban in these contexts, processes which 
otherwise lie in the interstices of mainstream urban theory. 

Keywords: Neighbourhood, Urban Space, South Asian City, Para. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Neighbourhood has been a key category in the literature on urban space and been employed to 
understand various aspects of urban living, spanning from issues of governance and civic participation 
to those of community and territorial identity, zoning and socio-spatial segregation. While some 
concern for communal living has figured in anthropological studies of neighbourhoods of several North 
American cities (Foote Whyte 1955; Gans 1962), the neighbourhood as a unit has been largely 
imagined as a geographical unit, often a site for planning and community-oriented development (Mann 
1970). As such, the affective potential of the neighbourhood tended to remain unexplored. Even while 
the scope of urban theory expanded to include societies of the Global South, the focus remained heavily 
on urban inequality and concerns of segregation, evident in studies on slums and their relationship to 
the city, and in certain contexts, such as those of South Asia, community-based neighbourhoods often 
kept at a distance from the rest of the city. In the case of India, literature on urban neighbourhoods 
display similar concerns and the two major axes along which neighbourhoods have been studied 
include the twin focus on deprivation and middle-classness in the burgeoning metropoles on the one 
hand (Sharma 2000; Srivastava 2015) and caste- and religion-based segregation on the other (Dupont 

The Twelfth International Convention of Asia Scholars (ICAS 12) 
https://doi.org/10.5117/9789048557820/ICAS.2022.011
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2004; Gayer et al. 2012). A few studies have thrown light on specific social aspects of urban 
neighbourhoods in India, such as fictive kinship, politics and, community bond (Vatuk 1969; de Neve 
and Donner 2006; Chandravarkar 2009), however they are few and far between and do no comprise 
the main tropes of scholarship on neighbourhoods. This chapter attempts to understand and further 
build on urban neighbourhoods as social entities, focusing on institutions and everyday activities that 
lends meaning to these lived spaces. It does so by presenting a situated account of the ‘para’, the 
traditional idiom of understanding neighbourhood in Kolkata, the erstwhile capital of British India. In 
the process, it also hopes to throw light on aspects of the emergent urban social, mapping the ways 
which individual and groups relate to urban space in Indian cities. 

2. THE CITY AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOODS: A PERSPECTIVE 

Calcutta developed rapidly during the 18th and 19th century drawing a large populace from its 
hinterland who arrived in search of livelihood promised by the expanding colonial capital. Historians 
of the colonial city have documented how in-migrating groups came and settled in, establishing 
residential spaces along affiliations of region, language, caste and occupation (Archer 2000; 
Chattopadhyay 2005). These socio-spatial arrangements typically afforded the bases of para-based 
socialities to emerge, and the para soon became the key unit of the spatial configuration of social life 
within the colonial city. At one level, the para represented a territoriality, extending a sense of place to 
its inhabitants; at another, it provided a site where affective bonds and a sense of common life and 
collective identity were fostered within an alien and potentially hostile urban space (Sengupta 2017). 
Indeed, within the para one experienced a sense of familiarity and ease of life beyond the limits of the 
immediate the family. However, once outside, one exercised caution in exchanges with the wider 
public, the realm of strangers, whose manners and ways of life remained, at the best, unfamiliar to the 
typical urban dweller (Hansen 2013). Even though the para appeared to recreate the traditional ways 
of life in the palli-s (localities of caste) of Bengal’s villages, many institutions, such as the local library, 
gym and club emerged lending the para a peculiarly urban character. With changes in colonial urban 
policy, thanas (police-stations) and, eventually, wards became the predominant administrative 
identifiers over the para system; nonetheless, at the cognitive level, para remained a cornerstone of 
identity and belonging in the city. 

The period after Partition and Independence in 1947 saw a series of spatial readjustments which 
emerged in response to the new categories of social difference that became relevant in the city. Besides 
the refugee colonies of in-migrating East-Bengali Hindus, Muslim predominant clusters emerged in 
several parts of the city, and the boundaries of existing Chinese and Anglo-Indian settlements became 
more defined than before. While often internally heterogeneous and socially complex, paras were 
readily identified as corporate units within the urban imaginary following the perceived social 
identities of groups that lived there. Thus, Calcutta had its ‘musholman para-s’, ‘chiney para/patti’s’ and 
‘shaheb paras’ which lent a peculiar segmented character to the city’s social landscape. Similar 
cognitive practices of identification also led to the employment of the term to denote areas after their 
principal social activities evident in names such as Boi-para, College para, Daptari-para 
(neighbourhoods where book shops, colleges and offices clustered respectively) among others. Even 
though residential communities with active associational lives that had grown organically from the 
experiences of colonial modernity, continued to thrive in the early decades especially up to the late 
1980s early 90s, the immediate ‘street neighbourhood’ (Jacobs 196, 118), epitomized in the traditional 
para and its institutions, tended to remain outside the purview of the wider practices and politics of 
designating space in the city. Literature on neighbourhoods in Kolkata have mainly reflected on spatial 
reconfigurations brought about by practices of socio-political othering yielding accounts ranging from 
the descriptive to the analytical (Bose 1968; Chatterji 2007; Gupta, Mukherjee and Banerjee 2009; 
Chatterjee 2017) without focusing adequate attention of socialities that emerged as a corollary of para-
life. Nonetheless, the social significance of the para in the lives of urban dwellers has continued to find 
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representation in popular culture, in music, films and literature, and in the periodic efforts undertaken 
to reinvigorate aspects of para-life by urban conservationists. This chapter attempts to locate the para 
as socio-spatial configuration that derives from the specific trajectory of urbanism in Kolkata and 
understand the role it has played in shaping urban identities and experiences in the city. In the process, 
it also briefly engages with the transformations that have affected para-based life in the city. 

3. FIELD AND METHOD 

In studying the para, I borrow from perspectives of the ‘urban social’ (Suttles 1976; Prakash 2002) 
which focus on the ways in which, rather than providing a context for social action, urbanity itself 
actively produces it. I view the para as a socio-spatial unit embedded within the social and historical 
specificities of the South Asian City, in particular, its heterogeneity, open-endedness and inherent 
unknowability (Gandhi and Hoek 2012; Hansen 2013). The study draws from 20 in-depth interview 
narratives supplemented by field visits to understand the meanings and experiences that derive from 
the everyday practices of inhabiting the para. In doing so, the study puts particular emphasis on the 
ordinary, ‘lived world’ (Ortner 1995) of para-based socialities. Interviews for this phase of the ongoing 
study was conducted between December 2020 and July 2021. Respondents in the study were primarily 
Hindus1, both male and female, aged between 30 and 45. Words and phrases originally used by 
respondents in Bengali have been translated into English by me, and names and addresses have been 
suitably altered for concerns of anonymity. 

4. DECODING ‘AMADER’ (OUR) PARA 

Beyond its usage to signify communities of kind (Hull 2011) or activities specific to particular parts 
of the city, the word ‘para’ tends to get employed mainly in relation to the ‘self’. My respondents 
narrated para either  as ‘amader’ (our) para, or as ‘ami je paraye boro hoyechi’ (the para I grew up in), 
in the event they currently resided in arrangements which did not correspond to para-based life in the 
city. Barring two respondents, who have spent their lives either in affluent, cosmopolitan localities or 
mixed neighbourhoods that are not completely  residential, all the others subscribed to have lived 
either entirely or at least for a good part of their lives in various paras. Cognitively, the para appears 
to carry certain tropes within the imaginary of urban dwellers; it represents a territoriality, a sense of 
identity and most significantly a ‘feel’ – ‘para-r ekta byapar ache’ (para has a certain feel) that derives 
typically from ways of life within it.  

In terms of its physicality, the para is fairly limited, and could be restricted to a single street with a 
few by-lanes branching off, a single lane culminating in a dead end, or even a group of houses which 
share a single entry and exit with respect to a thoroughfare. While physical boundaries of the kind 
displayed by gated communities in contemporary urban spaces are not the rule, mental maps work to 
set apart one para from the other. Such perceived demarcations can build on a number of indicators, 
and markers such a paved path, a throughfare, a grocery store frequented by the residents of the 
neighbouring houses, and even a rickshaw stand could delimit the boundaries of the para . However, 
on occasions, the limits of the para are entirely cognitively drawn and expresses itself in decisions over 
how far a family would allow children to go out on their own, unsupervised; or with whom one could 
form a team in the event of inter-neighbourhood games of cricket or football. The latter primarily daws 
from a sense of place-based identity the para affords. Para affiliation seems to almost immediately lend 
residents a particular socio-economic, and often cultural status in the city. For example, a middle-class 
youth from Dhakuria, South Kolkata, would be quickly classed as more suave and urbane than his 
counterpart from Hati Bagan, whose identity tends to get fixed by the fact that he resides in a more 
traditional, older and therefore less sophisticated part of the city. The para becomes a marker of 
identity in other ways as well. There is often great pride in the para among its dwellers. Respondents 
often evoked how ‘amader’ (their/our) para stood out from others in terms of poribesh (general milieu) 
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which, in turn, was a product of the refined sensibilities of those that lived there. The embargos on 
loud music during festivals, a relative absence of open squabbles between families, non-
encouragement of gossip, among others,  seem to pave way for a salubrious para-based life. A ‘bhalo’ 
(good) para indeed stands out by the active interest taken by its residents  in maintaining and 
improving on the collective civic life in the area.  

Beyond territoriality and identity, the factor that gives para its specific character is ‘para-r jibon’ or 
aspects of social life within the para. Even though contemporary para-s are a far cry from their colonial 
counterparts composed of groups sharing common affiliations of language and occupation,  a number 
of practices give the para-r ‘lok’ (inhabitants) a sense of shared living within a pocket of wider urban 
space. The para remains a site of primary affective bonds, immediately outside of the family. My 
respondents recollected not only growing up with friends of  their own age-sets from the para, but also 
with the members of the neighbouring families often identified by fictive-kin (Vatuk 1969) terms such 
as para-r ‘bon’, kakima’ or jethu (sister, aunt or uncle). Respondents  narrated ‘porichiti’ (a sense of 
familiarity) with the lived space of the para, based on social ties with neighbours which extended 
‘nishchinti’ (an ease of life) hard to come by in the vast ‘unknown’ (Hansen 2013) urban. This, in turn, 
enabled residents to temporarily put their guards down and take a breather from the usual 
uncertainties of urban life.  

The socio-spatial unit of the para thus appears to be co-produced by its physicality and set of social 
relations which makes it meaningful for those who reside in them. Such a sense of place (Cresswell 
1996), as we will find, is further extended by a number of institutions and practices which lend 
everyday life within the para its unique flavour.  

5. EVERYDAY LIFE IN THE PARA 

In the literature on public spaces in Kolkata, streets and park spaces have received some critical 
attention as constitutive of the ‘outside’ vis-à-vis Hindu middle class constructions of ‘home’ or the 
‘private’ (Kaviraj 1997). However, the para has been considered as more of a taken-for-granted 
category with an obvious presence in an individual’s life in the city. Kaviraj, for example, writes of the 
para as a space where, ‘…families normally had stable, long-term residences and every household 
knew every other (ibid, 102). Thus, for Kaviraj, an evening stroll within the para would not afford the 
anonymity and indifference of the street which constituted a more authentic ‘public’ in the context of 
Bengali middle class framings of domesticity. Some scholars have, indeed, highlighted this in-
betweenness of the para, categorising it as a ‘liminal space’ (de Neve and Donner 2006; Sengupta 2017) 
lying between the home and the vast, uncategorised urban, serving as a threshold for passing over 
from one to the other . None of these perspectives however, engage with the possibilities presented by 
the para as a specific socio-spatial arrangement capable of actively shaping an individual’s relationship 
to the city. This section attempts to outline some of the preliminary features of para life which seem to 
play a substantial role in the everyday inhabitation of urban space in these contexts.  

Neighbourliness and living up to neighbourly expectations forms the cornerstone of para-r jibon 
(life in the para). Being neighbourly here implies subscribing to a certain set of social relationships 
corresponding to collective life. There is a typical awareness of the lives of the ‘protibeshi’ (co-
residents); a certain level of ‘ghonisthota’ (closeness) born out of shared experiences and frequent 
face-to-face contact and ‘parashporik nirbhorota’ (mutual dependencies) produced via a will to 
cooperate and extend support in times of need. Para-based sociabilities also express themselves in 
other ways; children form their first significant associations within the para, the para-r khela 
(neighbourhood games) figures centrally in the everyday itinerary of the local youth, neighbours 
routinely take an interest in the lives of co-residents, religious and civic festivals such as Durga Puja, 
Holi, and Independence Day are collectively celebrated, to name a few.  

Asian Studies, volume 1

93

Page 201 of 247



Certain institutions reinforce the overall collective life of the para. Significant in this regard is the 
para-r club which derives its membership exclusively from the para residents. While there are many 
age-sets which collectively constitute the club, it is usually the younger male members –  ‘para-r 
chelera’ – who play the most proactive role. While they are usually known to be whiling away time at 
the ‘club ghor’ (club room) over tea and adda (impromptu conversations) they are usually the ones 
taking initiative for most local events. They are also the ones extending every kind of support in the 
event of a health, civic or any other crisis in the para.  

The local ‘mudi’ (grocer) and cha-r dokan (tea-stall) also figure prominently in the everyday life of 
the para. Apart from dispensing business, the grocer is contextually the repositor of local news, a 
saviour who gives goods on credit when finances are tight, a vigilant who watches over the 
neighbourhood children, and with whom, the para residents forge a relationship beyond the 
boundaries of usual business. Again, the tea stall with its strategic position usually on the ‘para-r more’ 
(entrance/crossing) serves to bring together the local youth and is a site where news circulates and 
views get exchanged over heated debates. Together with the grocer, it serves the function of 
maintaining a watch over the going-on in the para, often reporting the presence of outsiders or truant 
children to the residents. 

A figure who plays a key role in delimiting the cognitive boundary of the para is that of the ‘outsider’, 
the bey-para-r chele/lok. Respondents describe a typical anxiety over the proliferation of outsiders 
often brought about by new businesses such as a standalone café or boutique which attract customers 
from outside, a temporary traffic detour, or even new tenants whom para-dwellers have little 
acquaintance with. Parents routinely discourage children from mingling with children from other 
para-s since concomitant perceptions of familiarity and dependency no longer applies. Conversely, the 
cognitive imaginings of the para and the sense of collective life it fosters gives grain to the para-effect; 
the identification of para-r chele/meye generally ensures support in the context of encounters in the 
wider urban, even outside the physical limits of the para. 

6. SITUATED MORALITIES: THE DEMANDS OF PARA-R JIBON 

Apart from its institutions and practices, situated middle-class moralities seem to play a substantial 
role in giving shape to everyday life in the para. The peculiar circumstances of the origin of the Hindu 
Bengali middle-classes – the bhadralok – in nineteenth-century Kolkata defined their positioning 
within in the city’s social and political life (Chatterji 1995).  Among others, bhadralok identity was 
premised on carving a sense of ‘self’ based on allegiances of ethnicity and religion over those of class 
and caste (Bandyopadhyay 1990) and stipulating a notion of domesticity built on a strategic division 
between the ‘private’ and the ‘public’, where women became the primary bearers of tradition which 
lay in the private. Bhadralok privilege in terms of education and employment had meant that, along 
with the Bengali upper classes, they remained at the helm of developmental initiatives in the city in 
the decades immediately after Independence. At the level of the para, which displayed their propensity 
to set up ethnically homogeneous residential spaces (Bose 1968), the bhadralok were at the forefront 
‘in providing social, cultural, and moral leadership’ (Chatterjee 2002, 132-33). They were also 
instrumental in setting up a number of networks and organizations where a sense of active and 
participatory urban community was nurtured. Even though such a positioning based on patronage 
waned with time, the para continued to be largely organized around the shared values, ideologies and 
educational strategies of the bhadralok over considerations of income and class (Donner 2006, 143). 
One finds that, many elements within the para, continue to reflect, to this day, bhadralok imaginings of 
acceptable spatial practice in the city.  

Gendered expectations, for example, remain a significant factor shaping women’s access to public 
space within the para. Even though employment among women from Bengali middle-class households 
has steadily risen (Dutta 1999), this has not necessarily meant a freer access to public space where 
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gendered ideals of domesticity continue to assume precedence. Thus, young women loitering about in 
the streets are usually frowned upon and ‘para-byarano’ (wandering around in the para) is never a 
respectable enterprise. Many of my female respondents recounted how while growing up, they were 
expected to stop playing with the neighbourhood boys in the evenings after a certain age; rather 
meeting up friends at their homes became the proper thing to do. While the social space of the para 
did provide a sense of familiarity and comfort, beyond ritual participation around Pujo and similar 
celebrations; taking children to the local park in the evenings, and random visits to the grocer, middle-
class women were generally expected to stay away from the public spaces of the para. These rules 
however did not apply to lower-class women who worked in various capacities as cooks, maids, 
vegetable-mongers and ayahs in the para. Middle-class considerations of respectability evidently did 
not apply in such circumstances. 

Middle-class expectations around domesticity make themselves visible in other sites as well. The 
built space of the neighbourhood is a case in point. Even though houses often have two to three floors, 
internal spatial division does not necessarily correspond to modern urban notions of individuality and 
privacy of the kind upheld by the ‘Bedroom-Hall-Kitchen’ (BHK) system. Spaces are often shared 
among two or more generations of a family who subscribe to differing value systems and modes of life. 
Again, expectations around para-based socialities have implied that next-door neighbours are often 
akin to family members and have a considerable presence in an individual’s life. Open windows and 
balconies provide a peep into the lives of others and sights and sounds circulate freely culminating in 
judgements and surmises on local goings-on. Gossip indeed functions as an effective tool for upholding 
place-based moralities of the para. This often makes for interesting compromises and strategies, 
especially on part of the younger generations, who try to keep trouble at bay by staying out of prying 
eyes of grandparents, inquisitive house-helps, curious next-door aunts and general neighbourhood 
busybodies.  

Tropes of quintessential Bengali-middle-classness also get reproduced via the social ordering of 
sameness and difference within the para. Education or ‘shikhha’ plays a significant role here, as do 
discourses on culture or ‘shonshkriti’. A high premium is placed on education and any family 
harbouring a less-than-serious attitude towards education is viewed as an aberration. ‘Children from 
that family don’t study at all’, ‘they either play or watch TV’, ‘they are business-minded and don’t bother 
with education’ are some common phrases employed to identify otherness within the social world of 
the para. Culture also plays a central role in establishing normative boundaries within the para. One of 
my respondent recounted how she and her friends were barred from intermingling with a particular 
family which had recently moved into their para. The family in question had fourteen children within 
a nuclear setup and was evidently ‘out-of-place’ (Cresswell 1996) in a social milieu where two- or 
three-child families were the norm. Common wisdom suggested that they were non-Bengalis, possibly 
Biharis, or even Muslims, merely trying to pass as Bengali bhadralok who were anyhow much too 
urbane and informed to allow for such excesses. The Bengali middle classes have their own modes of 
negotiating difference within the overall space of the para which reiterates itself in the contextual 
othering of certain social groups, such as Muslims and ‘awbangalis’ (non-Bengalis), and 
accommodating certain others, mainly local service-providers such as the maids, cooks, shopkeepers 
and drivers by carving asymmetrical yet functional everyday relationships with them. Here, 
differences in social class tend to be overshadowed by concerns of dependence and familiarity which 
lends the latter a semblance of membership in the everyday life of the para. 

The coordinates of para-life have, however, increasingly come under the attack of shifts in middle-
class sensibilities in the city over the past few decades. Even though staggered urbanization under a 
Left regime meant that the real estate market had a slower pick-up as compared to other Indian 
metropolises such as Mumbai or Bangalore, state interventions in the housing market and neoliberal 
transformations in the 1990s (Sengupta and Tipple 2007) presented newer imaginaries of locality and 
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residence to the Bengali middle classes. The up-coming private and public housing societies, ranging 
from the affordable to the exclusive, offer modern modes of spatial allocation and ways of 
accommodating anonymity and privacy aspired by those inducted into the emerging middle-class 
professions. Transnational urban imaginaries (Anjaria and McFarlane 2011, 3) meant that elements of 
community-oriented associational life of the para posed inconveniences to the  aspired lifestyle of the 
new middle classes.  Modern residential real-estate has instead provided amenities and styles of life 
more suited to their requirements which were not always realizable within the para (Bose 2010). This 
has resulted in the ongoing movement of sections of the middle classes away from traditional para-
based setups to the upcoming residential spaces in the southern and eastern fringes of the city 
contributing to its overall outward spatial expansion (Shaw 2015). However, the cumulative effects of 
these processes on the future of para-based sociabilities in Kolkata remains to be studied. 

7. CONCLUSION 

This paper has attempted to present an account of neighbourhoods as affective spaces by dwelling 
on everyday life in the para-s of Kolkata. In the process, it has outlined those social and spatial practices 
which lend the para its unique location within the urban landscape. The para is a product of both 
territorial as well as cognitive reckoning. It represents much more than mere residential space; it is a 
site were social bonds are created and nurtured, where urban subjectivities are forged and value 
regimes constituted.  Through institutions and practices typical to it, the para exercises agency shaping 
urban experiences and residents’ relationship to the wider city. This situated reading of the 
neighbourhood hopes to draw attention to the social potentials of the neighbourhood as a socio-spatial 
unit, and also highlight alternative modes of inhabiting urban space which otherwise lie in the 
interstices of mainstream urban theory.  As Jennifer Robinson writes, ‘research on cities need to be 
undertaken in a spirit of attentiveness to the possibility that cities elsewhere might perhaps be 
different’ (Robinson 2006, 168). A look into the social processes at work in Kolkata para-s demonstrate 
ordinary lived realities of urban life in South Asian cities, not always graspable by the standardized 
understanding of the metropolization process or by the dichotomies between ‘global’ and ‘third world’ 
cities prevalent in the discourses on urban development. Para-based sociabilities show but one of the 
ways in which the urban is lived, produced and contested by groups whose experiences are embedded 
in a very specific trajectory of post-colonial urbanization in South Asia. 
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ENDNOTES 
 
1 Socio-spatial segregation between Kolkata’s Hindus and Muslims are rather stark, and there is very 
little inter-mixing at the neighbourhood-level (Bose 1968). 
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Chapter 11 

;;i~i g~h:t:s~' ,-:,;L~iv:e:d~W:;-o~rl:-d~s-' -----
and Citizenship 
The Case of Kolkata's Muslims 

Anasua Chatterjee 

I Introduction 

The question of Muslim citizenship has vexed India since 1·nd d . . . . epen ence. The Indian nation-state had come into being after the partition of erstwh'l 
British India into India and Pakistan on the grounds of religious differen:~ 
between Hindus and Muslims. Even though India had adopted a 'civic-
liberal' model of citizenship, and was officially accommodative of Hindus 
and Muslims alike, historians have pointed out that independent India wit-
nessed a process of mainstreaming which involved the construction of an 
essentially 'Hindu' core, that, with time, came to constitute the unambigu-
ous 'natural soul of the nation' (Pandey, 1999). This 'core' was placed in 
opposition to the 'others', the minorities, predominantly the Muslims, who 
became an unwelcome and often mistrusted collectivity in the new nation 
(ibid.).This marked the beginning of a steady process of Muslim minoriti-
zation ( Gupta, 199 5) which has had far-reaching consequences on Muslim 
citizenship in the country in subsequent years (Hasan, 1997). 

Nearly six decades later the Sachar Committee Report1 (2006) amply dem-
onstrated the gaps in Muslim citizenship by showing how Muslims a~ a 
socio-religious group fell behind all others in nearly every index of socio-

. . l h' • l iological and anthro-economic development. Besides severa 1stonca , soc . . . . 
1 . . '. d h • d' tigma d1scnm1nat1on po ogical studies have also highhghte t e preJu ice, s ' hi h d d' M 1 • routinely encounter w c an communal persecution that In ian us ims , h 11 l950 p. 8) 

prevent them from becoming, in practice, 'full m~mbers (hMars ad.' t 0 ; the f h t mes t e ver ic 0 t e political community.2 In recent 1 . i' l the passage of the 
~"!1ianmabhoomi issue, the criminalization of trt :::tas, among others, 
C1t1z~nship Amendment Act ( CAA)3 by the par ~uslim citizenship in India. 
Provided renewed context to the debates around nderstand Muslim Eth h' h ter attempts to u f • • nographic in orientation, t 1s c ap . ,1. d'-accounts o c1t1zen-
experiences of citizenship in Kolkata by locat1n~ iveresented by the litera-ship • h . • rspect1ves P I 1n t e city. I draw from alternative pe h A ·an context to exp o~e ture , • f . . . h' • the Sout si lk per1-
h on 1n ormahty' and citizens 1p in h M slims in Ko ata ex t e m • • cy of t e u e any ways in which a vast ma1~r1. h . veryday lives. 
nee, articulate, and, claim citizenship int eir e 
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